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Christmas Eve
Worship Schedule
Please note pre-registration is required for Christmas Eve Worship.
Trinity offers in-person worship on Christmas Eve in addition to our
streaming worship services. In-person services have a limited capacity of
300 people per service which adheres to the Community Expectations from
the Eau Claire County Health Department. If needed, we will add additional
services. You can register for any of the Christmas Eve worship services on
our web page at trinity-ec.org
• 11:00 A.M. Christmas Eve Worship with Communion and Children's
Choirs. Prelude begins at 10:30 A.M.
• 4:00 P.M. Christmas Eve Worship with Communion and the Praise
Team.
• 8:00 P.M. Christmas Eve Worship with Communion, Organ, Trinity
Choir, and Trinity Tollers Handbell Choir. Prelude begins at 7:30 P.M.

“My Heart Shall Sing” Advent Series
In this Advent Series, we look to global Christian songs and hymns to
explore the revelations of our lectionary texts. This music brings us closer
to the melody of justice sung in those first biblical canticles and arranges
those melodies for our modern ears. It harmonizes our ancient texts and our
contemporary stories. Each hymn or song offers an Advent proclamation for
how we might prepare the way of the Lord. Join us for worship at 8:15 A.M.
or 9:45 A.M.
• November 28: Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning
• December 5: Freedom is Coming/Jesus is Coming
• December 12: Canticle of the Turning
• December 19: Trinity Choir Cantata “Festival of Lessons & Carols” by
Jonathan Willcocks. Trinity Choir and instrumentalists will lead our
praises of God using the Christmas story with carols.

Blue Christmas Worship Service
The past year has been hard on us all, so we will gather in the midst of
pain and grief to wait with hopeful anticipation for Emmanuel, God with us.
Join us on Wednesday, December 22, at 6:00 p.m. for a Blue Christmas
worship service.

“My Heart Shall Sing”
Bible Study
Join Trinity's pastors in the lobby on
Thursday mornings at 7:30 A.M. during the
season of Advent for a deep dive into the
gospel texts for the upcoming Sunday while
also tying them to hymns that encourage us to
prepare for the coming of God. If you are
unable to join us for the morning study, a
packet for all four weeks will be available in
the Lobby and entryway to door #1. No sign-up
required.

Advent and
the Art of Coziness
Parents with children in Noah's Ark
Preschool, Children’s Ministry, and/or Youth
Ministry are invited to join Pastor Tom for a
Bible study that will connect the season of
Advent to the Danish idea of "hygge" (the art
of coziness). We will gather in the Trinity
Room between worship services on Sunday
mornings (8:55 A.M.–9:35 A.M.) on December
5, 12, and 19. If your child is not registered for
faith formation yet, the Advent and Christmas
unit is a great opportunity to try it out!
Childcare will be provided for children two
years and younger. To register, contact the
church office at 715.832.6601 or signup at
Clipboard Central.
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Faith Lights & Poinsettias
This Christmas, you are invited to honor and memorialize
relatives and special friends by contributing to the
Endowment Trust Faith Lights and/or the display of large
poinsettias. The Faith Lights and poinsettias will adorn
Trinity this season. Faith Light orders and poinsettia orders
will be received through December 12. Please include your
payment with the completed form and place in the offering
plate or bring to the church office. Forms are available for
both in the church office and lobby. All gifts will be
acknowledged in the January Newsletter.

Advent Reflections
Please join Mary Beth Patterson and Vicki Dueringer for
“Advent Reflections” on Saturday mornings in December
(4, 11, 18) from 9:30 A.M.–10:15 A.M. IN PERSON in
Trinity’s lobby. This will be a time for prayer, reflections,
Christmas singing, meditation, and sharing. We will meet in
large group to begin, break out into smaller groups for
sharing, and then return to large group to close with prayer.
HOPE you can join us to share the PEACE and JOY of
this Advent Season of LOVE. No sign-up required.

Follow the Star
You are invited to bring the whole family to Trinity on
Sunday, December 5, between 3:00 P.M.–5:00 P.M. to
experience Advent in a whole new way! All ages can follow
the Christmas star through scenes spread throughout the
church building, engaging in games, activities, and spiritual
practices as you go. Come safely to Trinity with your family
and/or small group of friends, as this event will include
COVID precautions including limited, timed entry for small
groups; masks; and plenty of distance between Christmas
scenes. Let's anticipate the birth of Jesus through this fun
new event! Register for your time slot at www.trinityec.org.

Advent Family Devotional
Download a digital copy at trinity-ec.org or pick up a
printed version of Illustrated Ministry's Family Advent
Devotional booklet. This Advent resource invites your
family to explore the ways in which Emmanuel,
God-with-us, brings hope, peace, joy, and love to your home
and community, especially during hard times. Use this
Advent guide to center your thoughts on the ever-present
hope that sees us through change and challenge. Each week
you will explore how the good news of God-with-us
changes our perspective and gives us courage for each day.
The link for the devotional is available on Trinity’s homepage
www.trinity-ec.org.

Decorate an Ornament
Help beautify the worship center this Advent
and Christmas season by decorating an
ornament and putting it on a Christmas tree!
Ornaments and suggestions for decorating will
be available in the lobby or in the entry way of
door #1 beginning Sunday, November 28, with
instructions on where to return the ornament.

Christmas Sharing Project
Trinity is excited to provide clothing, gifts,
and other household items to families in need
in the Chippewa Valley this Christmas. Gift
"tags" are available via Trinity's website.
Volunteers will be available in the lobby on
Sundays and Wednesdays to assist with online
sign-up. Using the online sign-up, you can
choose items to purchase for these families,
gift wrap and label all items, and return them
to Trinity at specified times. There will also be
an opportunity to deliver gifts to families
following worship on December 19.
Drop off your gifts in the lobby November
28–December 15 during the following times:
• Sundays, 9:00 A.M.–10:30 A.M.
• Wednesdays, 5:00 P.M.–6:00 P.M.
• Thursday, December 9, 3:30 P.M.–6:00
P.M.
Thank you for contributing to the Christmas
Sharing Project as we serve in Christ's love
and share the good news! For more
information, contact Heather Day at
heatherd@trinity-ec.org or 715.832.6601 ext
218.

Kids’ Craft Kits
This year, Noah’s Ark families will provide
Kids’ Craft Kits for each family that Trinity
sponsors through the Christmas Sharing
Project. If you would like to provide a Craft
Kit for a sponsored family, you can take a tag
from the Christmas tree outside the Noah’s
Ark Preschool classroom. Each tag will
include a list of suggested supplies to include
in the kit that you provide. These Kids’ Craft
Kits will be delivered to families along with
the other gifts provided by the Trinity
community. Thank you for your generosity!
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Real Talk is Back!
Listen to Trinity's very own podcast with Pastor Patrick, Heather Day,
Ashley Olson, and Pastor Tom! New episodes revolving around the themes
and texts of Advent will air every Monday morning during this season of
hopeful expectation. To listen, go to Trinity's website or follow us on
Spotify (https://open.spotify.com/show/4QaWtRpwxmzxCIeEAplG73).

December Circle Meetings
•
•
•

Deborah • Tuesday, December 21, 9:30 A.M. Oakwood Hills Senior
Apartments
Miriam • Wednesday, December 15, 9:30 A.M Trinity
Ruth • Tuesday, December 21, 1:30 P.M. Trinity

Christmas Wreaths Pick-up
Please remember to pick-up your Christmas Wreaths and Door Swags on
Wednesday, December 1, between 5:00 P.M.–6:00 P.M. or on Sunday,
December 5, from 9:00 A.M.–10:30 A.M.

Jackie & Patrick Bencke, Missionaries

Global Mission Update Kumamoto, Japan
Jackie writes that the season has finally changed in Kumamoto. They love
fall and winter in their community because of the comparatively mild
temperatures and continued flourishing of plants and birds.
She asks for prayers for their daughter Emilie who is in her second year at
St. Olaf College as they will not be able to be together for Thanksgiving and
Christmas due to travel restrictions.
They have received word that Home Assignment 2022 is a go. They hope
to be in our area sometime in August and September. We can look forward
to more information and specifics in February.
A copy of the full November Newsletter will be posted on the bulletin
board inside Door # 2. Jackie shares how she teaches the biblical God of
creation through music at Kyushu Lutheran College where she is Director
of Sacred Music.

Online Prayer Requests
You're invited to share prayer requests at trinity-ec.org by using the Prayer
Request button. These requests go to our Prayer Link Team, and then they
pray!
If you appreciate the benefits of prayer and are willing to pray for those
who share requests, join our Prayer Link Team under the Grow menu at
trinity-ec.org You will receive a monthly update of prayers and some
inspiration for your praying. Please contact Cindy Beck for more
information at cindy@trinity-ec.org

Trinity Lutheran Inclement Weather Policy
During the winter, there are times when we will need to cancel our
children's and youth programs due to inclement weather. It is our policy to
close if Eau Claire public schools are closed. Please check Trinity's
Facebook page or call the church office if you are unsure.

Memorials & Gifts
October 2021

Noah’s Ark Preschool
• In honor of Mary Hoepner: Joanne Stange
• In memory of Margaret Odegard: Bob &
Mary Schoenknecht
Memorial Fund
• In memory of Margaret Odegard: Brian &
Rebecca Boyea, Lea Richie, Sharon
DeRusha
Bible Fund
• In memory of Jane Cote: Rose Sippel,
Marjorie Oleson, Mary Hoepner, Ruth
Circle
• In memory of Susan J. (Miller) Johnson:
John & Jackie Krumenauer
Book Club
• In memory of Margaret Odegard: Ron &
Cindy Beck
Prayer Shawls
• In memory of Anna Trullinger: Family &
Friends, Jack & Leanne Blume, Daniel &
Donna Mayer, Susan Schaefer
Food Pantry
• In memory of Jane Cote: Doris Husberg,
Dave & Jeanette Suchla, Lori Juneau
Children’s Ministries
• In memory of Margaret Odegard: Tim &
Amy Benedict
• In memory of Jane Cote: Char Finseth
Library
• In memory of Jane Cote: Bob & Mary
Schoenknecht
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Book Club
On Tuesday, December 21, at 6:30 P.M. in the lobby, the group will
discuss The Season by Kristen Richardson. Kristen Richardson, from a
family of debutantes, chose not to debut. But as her curiosity drove her to
research this enduring custom, she learned that it, and debutantes, are not as
simple as they seem. The story begins in England six hundred years ago
when wealthy fathers needed an efficient way to find appropriate husbands
for their daughters. Elizabeth I’s exclusive presentations at her court
expanded into London’s full season of dances, dinners, and courting,
extending eventually to the many corners of the British empire and beyond.
Sign up at Clipboard Central or email Cindy Beck at cindy@trinity-ec.org
if you plan to attend.

Are You a Snow Bird?
If you're moving or heading south for
the winter, Trinity can change your
address. Let us know when you're
leaving and how long you'll be away,
and we'll be sure to get Trinity mail to
you in a timely fashion. Whenever you
change address, please let Trinity
know! Please contact Amber Moltzau
at amber@trinity-ec.org or by phone at
715.832.6601 ext 203.

Winter Parking Etiquette
As winter continues, parking around Trinity is affected by snowbanks.
When you are parking on the residential streets, please be careful to park
four feet away from neighbors' driveways. Periodically neighbors call
Trinity with concerns about vehicles restricting visibility and driveway
access. Please be kind and park appropriately.

CHIPPEWA
VALLEY EVENTS
Local
Christmas Concert
The Men of Spirit invite you to a Christmas
Concert to benefit the Salvation Army of the
Chippewa Valley. The concert will feature
local musician Warren Petryk performing
inspirational holiday music. Join us at Spirit
Lutheran Church, 1310 Main Street, Eau
Claire, on Thursday, December 2, at 6:30 P.M.
Minimum $10 donation with all proceeds
going to the Salvation Army of the Chippewa
Valley.

Raise Spirits
“Hope in a Box”
Raise Spirits, Give Hope...in a Box is the
pandemic-friendly version of the Chippewa
Valley Free Clinic's annual signature
fundraiser. Instead of gathering at an in-person
event, you have the opportunity to support the
Free Clinic by ordering a themed box filled
with food and beverage to enjoy at your leisure
in your home. You can order your box online
at here https://www.thecoffeegrounds.com

Thank You!
Doctors and surgeons rely on blood donations to carry out life-saving and
life-enhancing treatments every day. Blood donation is the act of giving life.
To all our blood donors, we thank you for your support in our medical
mission through your blood donations. And to our volunteers, we thank you
for supporting our November Blood Drive.

First Communion Students
Congratulations to these 24 children who were welcomed to the Lord's
Table for the first time at our Thanksgiving Eve worship: Alyssa
Abrahamson, Oliver Augustin, Max Boon, Brooklynn Boon, Kira Broeckert,
Sebastian Buske, Elijah Calvin, Quin Cook, Landon Dahl, Oliver Durnick,
Brodie Fibeger, Emma Foiles, Alex Frodl, Liam Glass, Deklyn Jaenke,
Holden LaBarge, Colin McCarthy, Julia McDonald, Evelyn Polacek,
Maxwell Polacek, Oliver Strozinsky, Maya Trunkel, Brayden Walker,
Kennedy Winters

TRINITY
LIBRARY
Journey to Christmas
with Our Good Books
Visit Trinity's Library on Sunday, December
12. Many Christmas books will be on display
and ready to check out. Committee members
will be on hand to assist and distribute prizes
to children and Sunday school classes.
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Children's Books
•

•
•

•
•

•

•

God Is Giving by Amy Parker. Bestselling author, Amy Parker, shows
children the many ways that God is giving–a new board book. (++ FIC
PAR)
Otis Gives Thanks by Loren Long. In this board book, Otis the tractor
has so much to for which be grateful. (++ FIC LON)
Better Together by Amy Robach and Andrew Shue. When a
thunderstorm shakes their woodland home, the Squirrelly family must
flee their nest for a hollow in an oak tree. To their surprise, the McMunk
family had the exact same idea. Can these two different families
compromise and learn to live together? (++ FIC ROB)
Bear Is a Bear by Jonathan Stutzman. This is a story about the enduring
love between a little girl and her childhood friend, Bear. (++ FIC STU)
Change Sings: A Children's Anthem by Amanda Gorman. A lyrical
picture book debut from author and presidential inaugural poet Amanda
Gorman and best-selling illustrator Loren Long. Anything is possible
when our voices join together. (++ FIC GOR)
The Christmas Blessing by Erin Guendelsberger. Share this
heartwarming, brand new picture book about the very first Christmas.
(++ FIC GUE)
A Christmas Tree for Jesus by Susan Jones. Forest animals add
handmade ornaments to their community's tree, and Little Mouse looks
inside herself to understand a deeper meaning of Christmas. (++ FIC
JON)

Books for Youth
•

•

•

Pony by R. J. Palacio. In this new American classic, a boy is on a quest
to find his father, guided by a ghost and a mysterious pony. (YP FIC
PAL)
The Christmas Pig by J.K. Rowling. A heartwarming, page-turning
adventure about one child's love for his most treasured thing and how far
he will go to find it. (+ FIC ROW)
Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Big Shot by Jeff Kinney. In this latest graphic
novel by author Jeff Kinney, the focus is on sports, especially
basketball. (+ FIC KIN)

Non-Fiction
•

•

•

Parenting Forward by Cindy Wang Brandt. Cindy Wang Brandt
believes we can build a better world by learning to raise our children
with justice, mercy, and kindness. In this accessible guide, she models
a way for parents to follow Jesus which puts priority on loving others,
avoiding judgment, and helping those in need. (649 BRA)
The Answer Is… Reflections on My Life by Alex Trebek. Longtime
Jeopardy! host and television icon Alex Trebek reflected on his life and
career in this autobiography. (B TRE)
Finish Strong: A Father's Code and a Son's Path by Nate Ebner and
Paul Daugherty. This is an inspiring story of Nate Ebner's bond with his
unconventional father which remains unbroken years after his father's
tragic death. This has led Ebner to success as an Olympic rugby player
and a New England Patriot with three Super Bowl rings. (B EBN)

•

Beautiful Country by Qian Julie Wang. An
incandescent memoir from an astonishing
new talent, Beautiful Country puts readers
in the shoes of an undocumented child
living in poverty in the richest country in
the world. (B WAN)

Fiction
•

•

The Christmas Boutique by Jennifer
Chiaverini. Twenty years after the
publication of her first novel that launched
the Elm Creek Quilts series, Jennifer
Chiaverini returns with a delightful story
of quilting, friendship, and Christmas.
(FIC CHI)
The Guide by Peter Heller. This thriller is
about a young man who, escaping his own
grief, is hired by an elite fishing lodge in
Colorado, where amid the natural beauty
of sun-drenched streams and forests he
uncovers a plot of shocking menace. A
novel as gripping as it is lyrical, as
frightening as it is moving, The Guide is
another masterpiece from Peter Heller.
Also new in our library is The Painter by
Heller. (FIC HEL)

Book Recommendation
—by Monika Fiedler, Trinity Library
Committee Member
• How the Penguins Saved Veronica by
Hazel Prior. A heartwarming, novel about
a cranky but quite likable woman named
Veronica, her estranged grandson, and a
colony of penguins. Veronica, a wealthy
86-year-old, is determined to save the
penguins. It is a story of self-discovery and
family that takes us from Scotland to
Antarctica. The author writes with warmth
and humor. A pure delight to read!
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CHILDREN, YOUTH,
AND FAMILY MINISTRY
No Confirmation Programming
or Faith Formation Classes
Just a reminder that there will be no Confirmation programming on
Wednesdays, December 22 and 29; no Faith Formation classes on
Wednesdays, December 22 and 29, or Sundays December 26 and January 2.
Have a great holiday break.

Workshop Leaders
You have the opportunity to be a workshop leader for Trinity's Faith
Formation classes! Our upcoming units are Advent and Christmas
(December), Jesus and John the Baptist (January), and The Burning Bush
(February). If you are interested in leading a four-week workshop on Sunday
mornings or Wednesday evenings, please contact Heather Day at
heatherd@trinity-ec.org.

Noah’s Ark and Early Childhood
•

A  Advent is a time of waiting! In the preschool classes and ECE

classes, we wait expectantly! It is a joy to share this season and the story
of Christmas with our youngest children.
• D  Discovering…kids are discovering the story of Baby Jesus through
Bible readings, Christmas stories, finger plays, and retelling of the
Christmas story. We will act, play, and pretend all about it!
• V  Very soon we will share the Christmas story of the birth of Jesus
with our friends and families at the Noah's Ark Christmas
Party/Programs on December 16 and 17.
• E  Excited! The kids become more and more excited as we get closer
to Christmas. All of the kids will make a gift for their family. They get
excited to share it with them. It is our hope that with the gift they
prepare, each child can share the real story of Christmas with someone
in their family.
• N  Nativity playsets are all around our classrooms! Playsets, puzzles,
puppets, and costumes. It gives kids the opportunity to discover and
retell the story as they play.
• T  Thanks! We give thanks for our many blessings: the children and
families in our programming and our congregation who supports all we
do to share the good news with our youngest kids!
The Noah's Ark and Early Childhood Enrichment staff wish you a blessed
Advent and Christmas season. May you find the same joy in the anticipation
of Christmas as our young children do!

Open Gym
On Wednesdays, beginning January 5
through March 16, from 9:00 A.M.–10:30 A.M.,
the Trinity Room will be open for parents and
their young children (toddlers–preschool) to
come in and use our equipment in a large safe
space. Members, friends of members, and
non-members are welcome to attend. The cost
per session is $3 for one child; $2 for each
additional child from the same family.

Preschool and Early
Childhood Openings
Our Noah's Ark Preschool classes for ages
3–5 (by September 1, 2021) have openings to
enroll new children. Our Early Childhood
Enrichment classes including Come and Play
for children whose birthdates fall between
9.1.2018 and 9.1.2019 and the Music and
Movement parent/child class for children
whose birthdates fall between 9.1.2018 and
9.1.2020 also have openings to enroll new
children. For more information or to register a
child, please contact Marlee Knickerbocker at
715.832.6601 ext. 205.

New Driver Recognition
On Wednesday, January 19, students who are
eligible to earn a driver's license in year 2022
will be recognized during the Wednesday
Evening Worship Service at 6:00 P.M. Students
will receive a blessing and small gift from the
Children, Youth & Family Team and the Parish
Nurse.

CARE &
CONCERN
Monthly Healing Service
Trinity offers a Healing Service the third
Sunday of each month in the Chapel starting at
9:15 A.M. This month the Healing Service in
on December 19 This service is for anyone
who seeks healing in body, mind, or spirit. We
will offer time for personal prayers for healing,
anointing, as well as time for reflection and
peace.
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From the Parish Nurse
•

Advent Reflections: Meet with Mary Beth Patterson and Vicki
Dueringer on Saturday mornings December 4, 11, and 18 at 9:30 A.M.
in-person in the church lobby. We will follow the Eau Claire County
recommendations for masking and distancing. We are using an Advent
format that includes "Hygge." It's a Danish word that means the art of
coziness. Everyone attending who can pronounce Hygge correctly will
get a prize! Join us for a time of prayer, reflection, sharing, and song.
• Blue Christmas Worship: Christmas can be a very difficult time for
those who have lost loved ones. The joy you see in neighbors and
friends, the ads on TV, and the music on the radio can make your
sadness and loss feel even greater. Please join us on Wednesday,
December 22, at 6:00 P.M. for a pre-Christmas service devoted to those
suffering loss and sadness.
• Caregiver Ministry Update: I continue to work with Allison
Breininger (founder of The Negative Space) to develop meaningful ways
for Trinity to support and minister to our members who are caregivers
to family members, neighbors, or friends. Look for more information
coming in January.
• Blood Drive: Thank you to all who donated blood for Keane's Eagle
Scout project. The drive was a great success with 33 units collected.
The first week of Advent is focused on HOPE. This is the darkest week of
Advent, with only one candle lit. We are at the opposite end of the
progression toward the brightness of Christmas Eve.
But just because shadows abound does not mean we
have to oppose them. For the Danes, Hygge is during
the darkest days of the year. In this way, the darkness
serves as a beautiful and necessary companion to the
light. When lighting the Advent candle of HOPE,
reflect on moments in your life when you've been
helped and how God's Hope shone through during
those difficult times.
Wishing you the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of the
Advent season and the Blessings of Christmas!
Vicki Dueringer
Parish Nurse

Collecting Books
for Flynn Kids
The Friends of Flynn Committee believes
that putting books in the hands of children not
only encourages a love of learning, but also
increases self-confidence. For many Flynn
families, the purchase of books is a luxury they
cannot afford. As the students leave for
Christmas break, we want to provide each one
with a New Book to take home and keep.
Please consider purchasing books appropriate
for K–grade 5. We especially need nice new
picture books for younger kids. There is a
display in the lobby with suggested book titles
that you can take shopping with you. Bring
your purchased books to the collection bin in
the Trinity lobby. Financial donations should
be made out to Trinity with a notation of
"Friends of Flynn."
From Flynn ... Thirty-five 3rd–5th graders
have completed Flynn's Fall Club Invention.
This after school program called Trash Island:
A Garbage Patch Journey met
five times to learn about the
extreme build-up of trash in the
North Pacific Central Ocean
Gyre, better known as Trash
Island. Students had fun
participating in simulated ocean
research challenges that
required creative-thinking skills,
problem solving, and teamwork.
We would also like to thank
Trinity Lutheran Church for
providing these students with a
snack during Club Invention.

Reverse Advent Calendar
This reverse advent calendar will help you serve others in need with food donations. Add each item to a box. Then after
Christmas, donate the box to the Trinity Food Panty.
December 1/Cereal

2/ Peanut Butter

3/Canned Chicken

4/Canned Peas

5/Mac & Cheese

6/Canned Peaches

7/Canned Diced
Tomatoes

8/Canned Tuna

9/Grape Jelly

10/Applesauce

11/Salt

12/Pepper

13/Baked Beans

14/Crackers

15/Rice

16/Cereal

17/Elbow Macaroni

18/Spaghetti Sauce

19/Chicken Noodle
Soup

20/Tomato Soup

21/Canned Corn

22/Spaghettios

23/Ramen Noodles

24/Canned Green
Beans
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