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Join Us for Easter
  We invite you to celebrate Easter at Trinity! Please note
the adjusted worship times. For all the news about Holy
Week and Easter at Trinity, visit trinity-ec.org
• 6:30 A.M . Sunrise Worship with Communion in the

Worship Center led by Trinity Youth.
• 8:00 A.M . Festival Traditional Worship in the Worship

Center with Brass Choir, Trinity Choir, and Handbells.
• 9:30 A.M . Festival Contemporary Worship in the

Worship Center with Harmony In Spirit Worship Team,
the Trinity Choir, Brass Choir, and a special time for
children.

• 10:45 A.M . Festival Traditional Worship in the Worship
Center with Harmony In Spirit Worship Team, Children’s Choirs, Brass
Choir, and a special time for children.

Children's Ministries Summer Day Camp Registration

Monday, April 1, 8:00 A.M. online. Read more about

the online registration process on page 9.

Children's Musical
   On April 26, the children and youth choirs
of Trinity—God's Little Singers, Children's
Choir, and Totally Joyous Christians—will
present their annual spring musical "Oh
Jonah!" at the 8:15 A.M . and 9:45 A.M .
worship services.

   "Oh Jonah!" is meant to be a whale of a good time for both performers and
audience. It's more than just a story about a whale swallowing a human. It's a
story about us. It's a tale involving responsibility, repentance, listening to God's
word in our lives, accepting people who are different from us, and believing
that there is mercy and compassion for all who turn toward God—serious
thoughts, but told with a sense of humor and frolicking fun. 

Welcoming You 
to Join Us 

   If you're looking for a faith community

to provide you support, guidance, and

growth in faith as well as joyful fellowship

and opportunities to serve with people who

love God, please join us! "Discover

Trinity" is available for you to learn more

about Trinity and to become a member.

The next Discover Trinity gathering will

be held on Monday, April 20, at 6:00 P.M.

For more information, please contact

Pastor Sarah Semmler Smith at

sarah@trinity-ec.org or register online at

trinity-ec.org

Toys Only 
Thrift Sale

   We have a Toys Only Thrift Sale

scheduled for Saturday, April 25. The

proceeds from this sale will create a

scholarship fund for children’s programs

held at Trinity such as Cooking and

Booking, Sports Camp, and many others.

The 10% tithe will benefit Trinity's Food

Pantry.

  Please make sure donated toys are in

working condition; if it requires batteries,

please provide working ones. Toys may

include anything from baby rattles to

"toys" for BIG kids. Please donate those

toys that haven't been and probably will

not be played with again by your

youngsters. We will have a collection area

set up in the lobby prior to the sale

week-end, or you can contact Kathy Rau at

715.379.1115 about early drop off or with

any questions. No need to price your

donations, and items that do not sell will

be donated to Goodwill or Savers.
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"Too Sweet Holy Week?"
   My mother usually was pretty strict about what we ate for breakfast. Most
days of the year, our kitchen cupboards held only “non-sugar” cereals with the
predictable Rice Crispies, Cherrios, and the fiber packed Raisin Bran. One day
of the year, however, it seemed all rules were suspended as far as
sugar-consumption for breakfast. This was a day where it was not only
permissible, but seemingly encouraged, to eat sweet treats first thing, as we
were given individual baskets laden with jelly beans, malted robin eggs, and
colorful tin wrapped chocolates. Why? Jesus was risen! It was Easter Sunday.
Let the sugar rush begin, and then later the actual rush to get the family out the
door for worship!
   This year, Palm Sunday is March 29—a "sweet" Sunday in its own right if
you had to categorize it. This worship begins not with confession, but with a
parade. It's festive and dramatic. We shout "Hosanna!" and celebrate Jesus as
an ironic king entering Jerusalem. And then? Many will say, "See ya next
Sunday." And on that Sunday, they will be greeted by the overpoweringly
"sweet" scent of lillys,  the blaze of white/gold church decor, the "sweet"
fanfare of the organ, and the triumphant cheer "Alleluia, Christ is Risen!" 
   There is nothing wrong with worshiping two Sundays in a row, normally. It's
life-giving to worship with your faith community regularly! But to do the
Sunday-Sunday jump on this week, Holy Week, you run the risk of getting a
sweet tooth, or worse, missing out on the substance that happens on Thursday
and Friday. Without the betrayal, arrest, and last meal, there is no cross.
Without the cross, there is no empty tomb. If you go straight from Palm Sunday
to Easter morning, you are only getting part of the epic of Salvation where
God's actions through Christ take center stage. For Christians, this is our week
of all weeks: to be rooted in the saving identity and hope of Christ's passion and
resurrection. 
   And so, I'm no physician, but here is one prescription for avoiding "Holy
Week Sweet Tooth" and enriching your faith life as well:  In addition to Palm
Sunday on March 29, there will be Maundy Thursday Worship on April 2, 6:30
P.M .;  Good Friday Worship on April 3 at 12:15 P.M . or 6:30 P.M .; and Easter
Sunday Worship on April 5. 

Blessed be the journey,
Pastor Sarah

Facebook on Trinity 
   Trinity's facebook page is an active source of imformatio
and inspiration for your faith development. Be sure to
"Like" Trinity soon and begin enjoying the benefits of
inspiration and news. 

Coffee & Biscotti
Fundraiser

   Noah's Ark Preschool is once again
offering great "Coffee Grounds" coffee
and delicious biscotti during our Annual
Spring Coffee Biscotti Fundraiser. All
coffee and biscotti will be ready for
delivery the last week of April. Look for
the coffee and biscotti sales cart in the
lobby on March 29 and April 5, before
and after worship, to place your orders
which are due by April 8!

Adult Education
Opportunity

“Lutheran: What
Does this Mean?”

  This “Lutheran” course is an
opportunity to explore faith in a relaxed,
non-threatening manner over three
thought-provoking weekly sessions on
Thursdays, beginning April 23, from
6:00–7:15 P.M . 
   Who is it for? 
• Newcomers to the church.
• Adults who are interested in taking

steps toward baptism.
• Anyone interested in exploring what

is unique about the Lutheran
“flavor” of Christianity.

   What will happen in this course?
• Learning and laughter: Asking

anything.
• Helping one another grow. 
   For more information contact Pastor
Sarah at sarah@trinity-ec.org  Register
at Clipboard Central in the lobby or
online at Trinity's website. Childcare is
available. 
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So Long For Now 
Dear Friends:
   On April 8 I will embark on a sabbatical for thirteen weeks and returning on
July 6. I will volunteer in a coal-mining town in West Virginia, explore the
Baltic States, and do some planning and reflection to serve Trinity in the
transition ahead next year. 
   This sabbatical, approved by the Council last fall, comes near the end of my
tenure with you. However, the policy stipulates a year of service at its
conclusion, and I will be preparing for that year while I'm away. The Council
has asked me to work on aspects of transition during this time, and that's
explained below. This benefit you provide your pastors each time they've
completed six years of full-time service to Trinity is not a vacation. It's a time
for intentional work dedicated to renewal and refreshment for the purpose of
better living out the call of God upon one's life and ministry. 
   This is the fourth sabbatical you've granted me over 27 years. For this gift of
time, I thank you. These sabbaticals have been blessings for me in providing
opportunity to study, learn, grow, and gain greater awareness of God's leading
in my life and our ministry together. I hope you've seen some benefit in giving
me this time over the years. 
   This sabbatical will be different from my previous ones. While I will once
again offer myself in volunteer service for a portion of the thirteen weeks and
broaden my horizons through some international travel, a good share of the
sabbatical will be dedicated to looking back for your benefit and looking
forward for my benefit. 
   The looking back will entail creating two documents for Trinity's use: 
1. An overview of key historical aspects of Trinity's ministry during my years

with you. 
2. A narrative of the work that I do as Lead Pastor which will be provided to

the teams working in the Succession Planning process this fall. 
   The looking forward will entail planning key emphases for my final year as
your Lead Pastor, as well as preparing for my next era of life. Upon retirement
from Trinity in the second half of 2016, I will leave Eau Claire and relocate
near Rice Lake. Besides relocation, I see God leading me to be an Intentional
Interim Pastor available to larger congregations of the ELCA across the
country. Intentional Interim Pastors typically serve for 12 months in
congregations undergoing transition between pastors, recovering from
misconduct of clergy, or after experiencing division. I have attained
certification as an Intentional Interim Pastor. 
   So, farewell for a while. I will think of you every day and include you in my
prayers. If you might do the same, I will be deeply grateful. Thank you again
for this wonderful gift of time. I will miss you and look forward to reuniting
with you again in July to begin a fruitful final year in the great mission we share
together. 
Peace be with you, 
Pastor Kurt Jacobson 

Succession Planning
Teams Formed 

   The Trinity Council has acted on the
applications for the three planning teams
that will be integral in guiding the
succession planning process in
2015–2016 prior to the retirement of
Pastor Kurt Jacobson in the second half
of next year. They appointed people who
applied to be on the Transition Team,
Call Committee, and Start-Up Team and
who will now work with Dr. Jim Pence
of Walkalong Consulting. The team
rosters are available on the Transition
page of trinity-ec.org along with a
complete description of the process,
information about Dr. Pence, and a
frequently asked questions document.
Limited print copies of the rosters are
available at the Information Center in
the lobby. 
    The goal of the succession planning
process is to continue building on the
strengths and momentum of Trinity, to
engage the entire congregation in
discernment, and to develop an
evidence-based profile of its leadership
needs, future goals, and the desired skills
and abilities which will be key in
selecting a new lead pastor. 

Limited Spots
Remain for Holy

Land Tour
   Our adventure to the Holy Land,
October 20–November 2 is filling up,
and only limited spaces remain. If you're
thinking about joining this trip of a
life-time, exclusively designed for
Trinity members and friends, do so
soon! Pick up a brochure at the
Information Center in the Lobby near the
restrooms (or on the "News" page of
trinity-ec.org) and contact Higgins
Travel to secure your spot soon. 
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Flamingo Patrol
   They're pink; they're sneaky;
and yes, they are coming to a
neighborhood near you! Get your
Flamingo Insurance April 8–19 in
the Lobby before or after worship
services. Flamingos take flight on
May 6. Money raised from the
Flamingo fundraiser will go
towards supporting the five
students attending the ELCA
Youth Gathering in Detroit this
July. A tithe will be given to ELCA World Hunger–Walk for Water.

College Care Packages
   Many Trinity Lutheran Church young adults are pursuing their secondary
education at colleges and technical colleges around the state and country. Care
Packages were sent to 15 Trinity college students on March 6. The Care
Packages included a couple fun snacks, a stress ball, a card, and Luther Park
Counselor opportunities. Thank you, parents and grandparents, for sharing your
college student's address so that we may continue to share God's Love.

Malawi Flood Relief Offerings
   Thank you to many who responded to the plea to help our synod raise
$167,000 to send to our Lutheran friends in Malawi after recent floods wiped
out the year's harvest and damaged roads, homes, churches, and businesses.
Losing a harvest of rice, corn, and wheat will increase the already elevated
hunger issue. Your generosity offers healing and hope. Thank you! 

Home Communion Ministry
   The Pastoral Care Team of Pastors, Parish Nurse, and Director of Visitation
Ministries is committed to providing care and the love of Trinity to members
who are limited in mobility or living in facilities. They are joined by a team of
Home Communion Visitors who provide the Lord's Supper on a regular basis
to those unable to come to worship.
   The Home Communion Visitation Ministry was formed a few years ago to
provide people another way to serve with their gifts of compassion, as well as
address a growing population of people unable to join in worship. Pat Garber,
Director of Visitation Ministries, enlists, trains, and coordinates the Home
Communion Visitors. You are welcome to join this team.
   If you or a family member has permanent or temporary limitations that
prevent worshiping at Trinity, you are invited to have a Home Communion
visitor assigned to you. This person will come to you at an agreed upon time,
on a regular basis, and share the Lord's Supper with you. To inquire about
receiving a visit or becoming a Home Communion Visitor, please contact Pat
Garber at pat@trinity-ec.org

Received in
February

Memorials & Gifts
Memorial Fund
• In memory of Lois Buchanan: Gary

& Shelby Schlosstein
• In memory of Emily Lee: Family &

Friends, Rose Sippel, Ag Strand 
• In memory of Toni Wilson: Shirley

Sands 

Prayer Shawl Fund
• In memory of Lorraine Davis: Bill &

Lynn Gautsche

Food Pantry Fund
• In honor of Lowell Joseph’s 90th

Birthday: Norma Sather

Health Ministry Fund
• In memory of Jack Garber: Ken

Rudolphson

Library Fund
• In memory of Emily Lee: Jerry &

Joanne Dow
• In memory of Ev Carlson: Ann

Johnson

Online Prayer
Requests

   You're invited to share prayer requests
at trinity-ec.org  These requests go to
our Prayer Link Team, and then they
pray! Consider being a part of the team
and receive a monthly update of prayers
and some inspiration for your praying. 
   If you appreciate the benefits of prayer
and are willing to pray for those who
share requests, use the Prayer Request
button at trinity-ec.org to indicate your
desire to participate. 

Be joyful in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in prayer.  
~ Romans 12:12
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April Friendship Group
   Perhaps you wonder what the Friendship Group is all about. Are we just old
ladies who lunch? Join us for the April 8 meeting in the Trinity Room at 10:00
A.M . for our “Grow the Friendship Group Program.” We will discuss upcoming
activities and ask for YOUR suggestions. Each member is encouraged to bring
a friend. In keeping with our theme, a member of Down to Earth Garden Center
will show us new plants for 2015 and offer gardening tips for spring. Lunch
will be on our own at Azuel Tequila (you are not required to attend).
   Think you are too young for the Friendship Group? Come anyway! We
promise to never card at the door.

New Full-Time Position Available 
Director of  Children’s Ministries
   Trinity Lutheran is seeking dynamic
candidates with a sense of call and passion for
fostering faith in children to join their staff as
Director of Children's Ministries. This is a full
time salaried position with primary
responsibilities in Sunday School, Wednesday
programming, and Day Camps year round with
children birth—grade six. Start date is May
2015. A full job description is at the
Information Center in the lobby or at trinity's
website: http://www.trinity-ec.org/ For additional information or to apply,
contact Pastor Sarah Semmler Smith at sarah@trinity-ec.org

Job Opening for Nursery Attendant
   Trinity has an immediate opening for an individual to job share our nursery
attendant position. The hours are 8:00 A.M .–11:15 A.M . on Sundays with
additional opportunities to provide nursery care in the evening during special
events, for meetings, and for holiday services throughout the year. Qualified
applicants must have completed high school and have recent experience caring
for toddlers and preschoolers. For more information, please contact Kristy
Casto at 715.832.6601 or kristy@trinity-ec.org

Job Opening for Wednesday Evening 
Kitchen/Meal Coordinator
   The Kitchen/Meal Coordinator is responsible for providing dinner service for
TGIF and children's choirs participants and their adult and youth leaders on
Wednesday evenings. This position works September through April and will
begin during the 2015–2016 school year. If interested in learning more or to
apply for this position, please contact Kristy Casto, Director of Children's
Ministries, at 715.832.6601 ext. 207 or kristy@trinity-ec.org

Circle Listings

Deborah
Thursday, April 16, 9:30 A.M. Trinity
Hostess: Joyce Davis
Leader: Nancee Burbank

Dorcas: Not meeting in April 

Martha/Mary
Tuesday, April 21, 7:00 P.M. Trinity
Hostess: Group
Leader: Phyllis Grohn

Miriam
Wednesday, April 15, 9:30 A.M.

Trinity 
Hostess: Bev Tamke
Leader: Mary Schoenknecht

Ruth
Tuesday, April 21, 1:30 P.M

Hostess: Marie Sherman, 3304 14th

Street, Apt. 216
Leader: Group

For Veterans and
Their Families

   A free seminar for “Understanding
PTSD: Healing & Hope” is offered
Saturday, April 18, from 9:30 A.M .–1:00
P.M . The seminar will be held at the
Menomonie Veterans Center (Hwy 25
North). The speaker is Sharlene Prinsen.
There will also be a panel discussion,
resource fair, and lunch. There is no cost
to attend the workshop; however,
pre-registration is requested (to
guarantee handouts). There is a free
book (by the speaker) for the first 50
who pre-register! This seminary is
sponsored by several Menomonie area
veterans organizations.
O n l i n e  R e g i s t r a t i o n  a t
http://www.123contactform.com/form-
1310700/PTSD-Workshop-Registratio
n-Form
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April—Make Your Spring Reading Grow

Visit Your Trinity Library
New Selections For Easter
• God Bless Our Easter by Hannah C.

Hall. Young children will love seeing
adorable baby animals as they
discoverer all God's Easter blessings.
(++FIC HAL)

• The Sparkle Egg by Jill Hardie. Sam
feels guilty after lying to his parents
about a spelling, but they teach him how
an empty Easter egg, decorated with
jewels, can symbolize accepting Jesus'
forgiveness. (+FIC HAR)

• Bunny's First Spring by Sally
Lloyd-Jones. Puzzled and even
frightened by seasonal changes, a little
rabbit discovers the joy of the return of
spring. (++FIC LLO)

New Pete the Cat Books
• Pete the Cat, Rocking in My School Shoes by Eric Litwin. Pete the Cat wears

his school shoes while visiting the library, the lunchroom, the playground,
and more while singing his special songs. (++FIC LIT)

• Pete the Cat and His Four Groovy Buttons by Eric Litwin. Pete the Cat loves
the buttons on his shirt so much that he makes up a song about them, and
even as the buttons pop off one by one, he still finds a reason to sing. (++FIC
LIT)

• Pete the Cat, Old MacDonald Had a Farm by James Dean. Pete the Cat
learns the sounds of all the different farm animals in this adaption of "Old
MacDonald Had a Farm." (++FIC DEA)

New Non-Fiction and Biographies
• Finding Jesus by David Gibson and Michael McKinley. "This companion to

the television series explores six major artifacts that give us the most direct
evidence about the life of Jesus." BAM

• Beautiful Eyes: A Father Transformed by Paul Austin. This is the story of a
father's journey toward acceptance of a child who is different.  (B AUS)

• Seven Men and The Secret of Their Greatness by Eric Metaxas. The seven
men in this compelling volume evince one particular quality: that of
surrendering themselves to a higher purpose; of giving something away that
they might have kept. (B MET) 

• Neil Armstrong: A Life of Flight by Jay Barbree. Working from fifty years of
conversations he had with Neil Armstrong, as well as from notes and
interviews, Barbree writes about Neil's three passions: flight, family, and
friends. (B BAR)

• You Can't Make This Up, Miracles,
Memories, and the Perfect Marriage
of Sports and Television by Al
Michaels & L. Jon Wertheim. From
start to finish, Al Michaels gives the
reader an up-close portrait of an
industry that is—today more than
ever—a vital part of our national
culture. 

Trinity Page 
Turner Book Club

   The Page Turners Book Club meets
Tuesday, April 21, at 6:30 P.M . to
discuss Honolulu by Alan Brennert. “In
Korea in those days, newborn girls were
not deemed important enough to be
graced with formal names, but were
instead given nicknames which often
reflected the parents’ feelings on the
birth of a daughter:  “I knew a girl
named Anger, and another called Pity.
As for me, my parents named me
Regret.” Honolulu is the rich,
unforgettable story of a young “picture
bride” who journeys to Hawaii in 1914
in search of a better life.
   You can RSVP online at trinity-ec.org or

sign-up at Clipboard Central. For more

information, email Cindy Beck at

cindy@trinity-ec.org

National 
Library Week

   National Library Week is April 12–18.
Celebrate by checking out a book from
Trinity's Library. We have a committee
of 16 people who take care of this great
resource and ministry in our church.
Members meet regularly to maintain the
library, purchase and process new
media, and decorate and promote
seasonal events. Thank you for your
support, Trinity Library Committee.
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Positioned for Sharing Good News
   Thank you for your regular offerings which empower a great mission and
provide rich opportunities for people to learn of God’s love in Christ. Please
continue to share your faith through financial contributions, for in doing so you
impact the world with God’s mercy and grace. Thank you.  

January thru February statistics for Offerings and Mortgage

Offerings to Regular Ministries 2015 2014

Income $180,647 $181,242

Expenses $180,864 $172,911

Difference -$217 $8,331

Mortgage Offerings in 2015 $34,827 $33,690

Mortgage Payments $16,827 $16,827

Additional Principal Payments $26,989 $35,584

   Thank you for every offering you share. Remember you can give online at
trinity-ec.org and set up there an electronic fund transfer from your financial
institution. 

The Endowment Trust Fund 
You and Others   
   The Trinity Endowment Trust Fund exists so that your values and legacy of
Christian faith will live on and further God's work for generations to come.
Gifts now, or through a will bequest to the Endowment Trust Fund, become part
of a perpetual fund with earnings used to advance Trinity's ministries and global
missions.
   A nine member Board oversees the Endowment and welcomes grant
applications (due by May 1) for individual or group endeavors that advance the
Fund's mission: "Serving God's people in Christ's name by providing financial
foundations to the ministries and missions of Trinity Lutheran Church for all
generations."
   Please read more about the Trust and watch the videos at trinity-ec.org. The
grant application is online on the same page.  

Introducing...the Trinity
Lutheran Church Women's
Giving Circle!  
   The Women's Giving Circle (WGC) is made up of a
group of people who have established a donor advised
fund within the Trinity Lutheran Church Endowment
Trust. The mission of the Women's Giving Circle is to
"demonstrate God's love by positively impacting
people's lives through collective philanthropy and

awarding of financial gifts." By pooling
our financial resources, we will annually
grant available monies available to
groups and initiatives that focus on the
following:
1. Support for basic human needs
2. Promotion of health and wellness

(spirit, mind, body) 
3. Education to advance the quality of

life 
4. Supports for the arts in ministry 
5. Meeting needs of the elderly 
6. Encouraging self-sufficiency for

women and girls 
7. Support for families in need
   The Women's Giving Circle invites
and encourages all members of Trinity
Lutheran Church  to  become
participating members. Membership is
open to anyone who wishes to further
the mission of the WGC and who makes
an annual contribution of at least $250 to
the Endowment Trust designated for the
WGC. Membership is then renewable on
an annual basis. 
   To introduce this exciting new
opportunity, the Women's Giving Circle
will hold a kick-off event on Sunday,
April 26, at 5:00 P.M . in the Trinity
Room. This event will include hors
d’oeuvres, a keynote speaker, and an
introduction to the mission and
operation of the Women's Giving Circle.
Join us to learn more about this new
group and take this opportunity to join.
   For more information about the Trinity
Lutheran Church Women's Giving
Circle, please contact any of the
members of the Circle Governance

Board: Mary Hanson, Chair
(RYE@hoopsinc.com); Mary
S c h o e n k n e c h t ,  T r e a s u r e r
(mary.schoenknecht@gmail.com);
Regina Butler, Vice Chair; Amber
Moltzau, Secretary; Heather Day,
Membership Coordinator; Suzanne
Becker, Grant Coordinator; Dawn
Marcott, Events Coordinator; Tami
Satre, At-large Member; Ann
Johnson, At-large Member
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Noah’s Ark News
   Noah’s Ark enjoyed the month of March, and the
children are really looking forward to April! The
months have flown by this year, and the children are
amazing.  God has surely blessed us with families that
are celebrating God’s love. Registration for

2015–2016 is on-going, and classes are filling.  Pass the message on to any who
want information on our preschool, or have them check out our website at
trinity-ec.org. 
   April 1–17, Noah’s Ark will kick off their annual Coffee Biscotti Sales. We
will again be working with The Coffee Grounds. The difference this year is that
a Noah’s Ark alumnus is roasting the coffee. Megan Kremer attended Noah’s
Ark so many years ago. It’s a fun connection! We will again offer three coffees
in both decaf/regular and whole bean/ground: Noah’s Ark Blend,
Snickerdoodle, and Highlander Grog. Look for the coffee cart in the Lobby
April 12, or call Jeanne Cooper at 715.832.6601 ext 205.
   Happy Easter to all of you. We are Easter children...children of God forever.
We’ll celebrate at Noah’s Ark by making Resurrection Biscuits and enjoying
the story of Easter together.
Hugs, 
Ms “C”

Children’s 
Ministries

Sunday School Classes
   There will be no Sunday School classes on Easter morning, April 5. Classes
resume on April 12. 

Camp T.G.I.F.
   Our final Wednesday session of Camp T.G.I.F. for this school year is on April
29. We will have a picnic followed by games for T.G.I.F. and children's choirs
kids. There will be a commissioning service for the sixth grade students during
the 6:30 P.M . Wednesday service in the worship center. Parents of sixth graders
are encouraged to attend the service.

Luther Park Bible Camp
   It's not too late to sign up your children for Luther Park Bible Camp in
Chetek, WI. Pick up a brochure at the Youth Tool Bench or go online at
lutherpark.org to learn more. We offer 25% of the registration fee as a partial
grant. Contact Kristy Casto for more information at kristy@trinity-ec.org

Summer Fun
at Trinity

   Summer is coming and so is the fun at
Trinity.  It's time to mark your calendars
for our summer Day Camps and
Vacation Bible School. Registration will
open online on Wednesday April 1, at
8:00 A.M .  Check out Trinity's web page
for participant ages, dates, times, and
more information about each camp.
• Sports Camp: June 15–17

• Camp Come and Play: Session 1: June

15, 17, 22, 24 or Session 2:  July

13–16

• Camp Discovery: June 22–24

• Great Pretenders: June 29–July 1 and

July 6–8

• Camp Cooking and Booking: July

13–16

• Master Chef's and Crafters: July

13–16

• Tell the Good News: July 13–16

Vacation Bible School
"Animals in 
God’s Word"

   VBS is scheduled for the week of July
27–31 from 8:45 A.M .–12:00 P.M .  The
cost is a suggested donation of
$20/child. VBS is for all children who
were three by 9.1.2014 through those
who have completed grade six. The
kickoff event is Sunday, July 26, at the
9:45 A.M . service. Registration will also
open for VBS on Wednesday, April 1, at
8:00 A.M . We are looking for adult
volunteers and youth to make this week
a success.
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VBS and Day Camp 
Registration Opens Online
   Starting Monday, March 30, you may access Trinity's online registration
program to enter your family information and be ready when registration opens
on April 1 at 8:00 A.M . We recommend creating contacts for all children
participating in our events plus one parent.

To create a family contact, follow these steps:
1. Go to www.trinity-ec.org
2. Click on the "Register Here" button.
3. You will be directed to our registration page. Classes will not be available

for registration until April 1 at 8:00 A.M .
4. Log in. If you received an email that your family has been set up, click on

"Sign In" and enter the user name and password given to you in the email.
You may then update your password and fill in all required information for
each member of your family. (You will need all required information filled
in prior to registering for an event.) If you did not receive an email from us,
please select new user. You will be prompted through the steps to set up
each child in your family as well as one adult. (You will need all required
fields filled in prior to registering for an event.)

5. Once all family members have been entered into the system, you are now
ready to register for classes. The good news is that this information is
saved, and you will not have to input it again.  Please remember to update
any changes made to your family profile including address, phone number,
email, and especially medical conditions or additional important
information. 

To register for an event:
1. Click on the "Register Here" button from Trinity's home page at

www.trinity-ec.org
2. Create an individual or family profile (see steps above if you have not

already done this).
3. Log in using your user name and password.
4. Find the program you wish to register for and select which child will be

attending.
5. Add the selected program to your shopping cart.
6. Search for another class to add or go to your shopping cart to pay.
7. Follow prompts and enter credit card information for payments.
8. To pay with check or cash, please enter $0 for the payment amount. Please

drop off or mail your payment to the church within two weeks of
registering to hold your spot. Checks should be made payable to Trinity
Lutheran Church.

Fall Programming
   We don't yet want to think about fall
when summer hasn't even started, but
look for information in mid-May to be
mailed to you about Trinity's Fall Day
Camps. Registration should open in
early June. Our school year Day Camps
are for children age two through Pre K
and are scheduled by semester.

Serve in the Nursery
   Opportunities are available this spring
to serve in the Trinity Nursery. The
Trinity Nursery provides supervised care
for children under the age of four from
8:15–11:15 A.M . on Sunday mornings.
Nursery volunteers must be 18 years of
age. The dates available to help in the
Nursery are: April 5 (Easter Sunday),
May 3, May 10, May 17, May 30.
   If you are available to volunteer in the
Trinity Nursery during any of these
Sunday mornings, please contact Kristy
Casto, Children's Ministries Director, at
7 1 5 . 8 3 2 . 6 6 0 1  x  2 0 7  o r
kristy@trinity-ec.org

All programs and camps of Trinity
Lutheran Church are open to the
community. We admit students of any
race, color, national, and ethnic origin
to all the rights, privileges, programs,
and activities generally accorded or
made available to students enrolled. We
do not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national and ethnic origin in
administration of our educational
policies.
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 Youth Ministries
Friends of Flynn
   Wednesday, April 8, from 4:00–5:00 P.M . is the final opportunity, of this
school year, to pack weekend meals for students at Flynn Elementary School
as well as many other Eau Claire Elementary Schools. We will meet at Feed My
People Food Bank, 2610 Alpine Road, on Eau Claire's west side. Check the
Tool Bench for the sign-up sheet.

Club 78 and Prayer Friend Event
   Meet your Prayer Friend on Wednesday, April 15, at 8:00 P.M . We will meet
in the Trinity Room after the large group lesson. Club 78 students and Prayer
Friends meet for the first time…see who has been praying for you!

Stretch Yourself!
Attention Fifth–Eighth Grade Students
Summer Stretch is For You!
   Summer Stretch Day Camp combines community service projects and
recreational activities. Beginning on June 18, participants will meet five
Thursdays during the summer including a day at Valley Fair. Summer Stretch
offers youth an opportunity to contribute to our community along with
socializing with their peers. Registration deadline is May 1. Brochures and
registration materials are available online at trinity-ec.org or at the Tool Bench.
Contact Cassie at cassie@trinity-ec.org for more information or with any
questions.

Join Pastor Brahm
at Luther Park
   Students in grades 1–8 are invited to join Pastor
Brahm at Luther Park Bible Camp, June 14–19, for
a week of fun and faith! Spending a week at camp
can be a powerful and transformational experience
for youth and their faith. Luther Park is a great
partner in our faith formation ministry.
Registration and program details are available at
http://www.lutherpark.org/ Scholarships are
available through the Children's Ministry and
Youth Team offices. If you have any questions,
contact Pastor Brahm at brahm@trinity-ec.org  

SOCIAL
MINISTRIES

Food Pantry
February Update

   Trinity's Food Pantry was busy in

February, and the numbers were higher

compared to February 2014. February’s

totals are below with February 2014 totals

in brackets;

< Total families served: 597 (587)

< Number of individuals in those

families: 1,985 (1,337)

< Children: 804 (511)

< 18–65 years old: 1,068 (760)

< Over 65 years old: 113 (66)

   We purchased 21,392 pounds of food

from Feed My People with 3,875.5 pounds

of food donated from among the

following: Ruby's Pantry, Kwik Trip, Aldi,

and Silver Springs Farms!

   Our Food Pantry provides an inspiring

way for you to share your time and gifts in

serving many in our community. Consider

volunteering during one of our open

pantries! Our pantry schedule is: Monday,

1:30 P.M.–3:00 P.M; Tuesday, 1:30 P.M

–3:00 P.M and 5:30 P.M –7:00 P.M;

Thursday, 1:30 P.M –3:00 P.M. For more

information on volunteering, simply email

Sharry Hebert, our Food Pantry

Coordinator, at sharry@trinity-ec.org

   Thank you for the many ways you

support this ministry of outreach, and do

consider volunteering sometime this

spring!
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“Soles for Special Souls”
   Soles for Special Souls has given away nearly 1500 pairs of back to school
shoes and winter boots to children in the Eau Claire area since the program
started in August, 2010. During August, 2014, 248 children in pre-school
through high school got to pick out new shoes. And in November of 2014, 199
elementary school children chose their new winter boots. Nearly all of the shoes
and boots were distributed to guests of our food pantry; the rest through school
counselors.
   Thanks to Trinity member Jeff Hartman, we will be partnering with Shopko
this year for shoes and boots. We look forward to and are grateful for this new
partnership.
   We were able to distribute more boots last year, thanks to a grant from the
Women's Giving Circle of the Eau Claire Community Foundation. More shoes
were also distributed, due to the generosity of Trinity members. We always
have more demand for shoes and boots than we are able to furnish. Donations
of any amount are welcomed any time of the year. Checks should be made
payable to Trinity with memo “Soles for Special Souls.” Thank you to all who
have supported this ministry of Trinity.

Community Foundation
Showcases Shoe Ministry
   We are pleased to announce that the Women's Giving Circle of the Eau Claire
Community Foundation has chosen Trinity's Soles for Special Souls ministry
as its "Grant Spotlight" program in its 2014 Foundation Annual Report. The
dollars received through this generous grant were used to purchase boots for
children in need.
   "The parents receiving boot vouchers showed sincere gratitude. Heartfelt
'thank you' expressions were abundant and happy tears were not uncommon.
The children were especially happy to hear that they could pick out any pair of
boots they wanted." —Pastor Jim Page

Diaper Drive
   Help stock Trinity's Food Pantry with
diapers during the month of April. Many
people coming to Trinity for food assistance
have young children and need diapers. Please
donate packages of diapers (any size) and
wipes, or make a monetary donation, to help
stock Trinity's pantry. Bring your unopened
packages to the lobby. Help us build a "Wall
of Diapers." Monetary donations may be
turned into the church office or placed in the
offering plate during worship. Make checks
payable to Trinity with the memo “Diaper
Fund.” Thank you! 

Americans Divided on the
Importance of Church

   What, if anything, helps Americans
grow in their faith? When Barna Group
asked, people offered a variety of
answers–prayer, family or friends,
reading the Bible, having children–but
church did not even crack the top–10
list.
   Although church involvement was
once a cornerstone of American life,
U.S. adults today are evenly divided on
the importance of attending church.
While half (49%) say it is "somewhat"
or "very" important, the other 51% say it
is "not too" or "not at all" important. The
divide between the religiously active and
those resistant to churchgoing impacts
American culture, morality, politics, and
religion. 
   Looking to future generations does not
paint an optimistic picture for the
importance of churchgoing. Millennials
(those 30 and under) stand out as least
likely to value church attendance; only
two in 10 believe it is important. And
more than one-third of Millennial young
adults (35%) take an anti-church stance.
In contrast, Elders (those over 68) are
the most likely (40%) to view church
attendance as "very" important,
compared to one-quarter (24%) who
deem it "not at all" important. Boomers
(ages 49-67) and Gen Xers (ages 30-48)
fall in the middle of these polar
opposites. Meanwhile the debate rages
about what will happen to Millennials as
they get older. Will they return to church
attendance later in life? They are starting
at a lower baseline for church
participation and commitment than
previous generations of young adults.
    This research by Barna Group
surveyed 4,495 adults. Generations:
Millennials are the generation born
between 1984 through 2002; Busters (or
Gen-Xers) between 1965 and 1983;
Boomers between 1946 and 1964; and
Elders 1945 or earlier.



• Please submit all articles for the Tidings electronically in MS Word, Corel WP format, or in the body of an email. Submit to:
cindy@trinity-ec.org 

• All submissions must be your own work. Any copyrighted material (code, images, or otherwise) must include written permission
from the original source.

• Deadline for the May Newsletter is April 21.
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Ministers
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Congregational President

Derek Prestin

   

Pastors

Kurt Jacobson kurt@trinity-ec.org   

715.828.5092 

  

Jim Page jim@trinity-ec.org

715.834.7092

Sarah Semmler Smith sarah@trinity-ec.org

715.827.1230

Brahm Semmler Smith brahm@trinity-ec.org

715.827.1220

Noah's Ark Pre-School 

Jeanne Cooper, Director noahsark@trinity-ec.org

Ginny Lien ginny@trinity-ec.org 

Jill Kasmarek jkasmarek@att.net 

Marlee Knickerbocker jknick6054@aol.com 

 Children’s Ministry Leadership Team

Kristy Casto kristy@trinity-ec.org

Children’s Ministry Director

Alicia Strozinsky alicia@trinity-ec.org

Children’s Ministry Assistant

Youth Ministry Leadership Team

Lisa Goetz lisa@trinity-ec.org

Youth Ministry Assistant 

Cassie Brenden cassie@trinity-ec.org

Youth Ministry Coordinator

Health Ministry

Vicki Dueringer vickid@trinity-ec.org

Parish Nurse

Pat Garber pat@trinity-ec.org

Visitation Ministry Director

Worship & Music Ministry 

Shirley Sands shirley@trinity-ec.org

Worship & Music Director

Gary Rambo—Trinity Choir

  Ryan Poquette—Trinity Tollers

Kris & Brian Pressler—Worship Music Leaders

Drew Brandenburg—CrossWord Youth Band 

Jeanne Cooper—God's Little Singers

 Corrine Gransee Paral—Children's Choir

Liz Drayton—Totally Joyous Christians

Building & Grounds Team

Don Peterson

Sheri Buening

Ministry Support 

Gail Brian gail@trinity-ec.org

Financial Ministry Assistant

 

Amber Moltzau amber@trinity-ec.org

Office Administrator

 

Heather Day heatherd@trinity-ec.org

Web Coordinator/Ministry Assistant

  

Cindy Beck cindy@trinity-ec.org

IT/Ministry Assistant

Sharry Hebert sharry@trinity-ec.org

Food Pantry Coordinator

World Missions

Maranatha Church in Kingston, Jamaica
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