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2016 Vacation Bible School
"Friends in God's Word" 
   VBS is scheduled for July 25–29 from 8:45

A.M.–12:00 P.M. This year, we will see how great

and amazing God's friends are! Join us this

summer to explore five Bible stories about our

amazing God: Naomi and Ruth, Love Your

Enemies, Four Friends, Lazarus, Paul and Silas.

The cost is a suggested $20 donation per child.

VBS is for children who are three through sixth

grade. The Kick off Event is Sunday, July 24, at

the 9:45 A.M. worship service. 

VBS Donations Needed
   This year at VBS we will be putting together First Aid "Care Kits" for the Food

Pantry and Bolton Refuge House. The children will decorate the Care Kits and

make cards in the craft tent. We are looking for the following donations. All items

can be found at the Dollar Tree or any discount retail store.  We appreciate your

help! Donations of  ibuprofen, acetaminophen, antibacterial moist wipes, vinyl

gloves (10 pack), paper tape, rolled gauze, triple antibiotic ointment (neosporin),

cough drops, children's acetaminophen, children's ibuprofen, bandaids, and

ice/cold packs are needed. 

   In addition we are looking for donations of fancy gems/stones for the children

to decorate their stepping stones. All donations can be dropped off at the

Children’s Ministries Office. If you have any questions please call Sara Reed at

715.832.6601 ext. 218 or email her at sarar@trinity-ec.org

Join in the Fun: Be a VBS Grandparent! 
   This year, we're adding a special element to Vacation Bible School: VBS

“Grandparents.” If you have a grandchild or great-grandchild who will attend

Vacation Bible School this year at Trinity (July 25–29), this may be for you!  But

you need not have a grandchild in the program to take part. Trinity is looking for

caring adults, age 50 and up, who are be interested in taking on the role of elder

at VBS. A day for such a VBS "Grandparent" might include the energizing

opening worship, sharing Bible time in the classroom, providing extra care to a

child who needs it, and simply being a caring presence to a group of VBS kids.

The time frame required is just over an hour/per day, but more if the grandparent

desires. VBS grandparents will not be the main teacher in a classroom, and no

preparation is necessary for them! Intrigued? More information is available in the

main office at Trinity. Contact Pastor Sarah by phone or email to sign up;

715.832.6601 ext. 215 or sarah@trinity-ec.org 

Farewell to Pastor 
Kurt Jacobson

   For over 28 years, Pastor Kurt Jacobson
has served as our Lead Pastor. It is our
pleasure to honor him and to recognize his
years of service to Trinity on Sunday July
10.  Join us for worship and receptions in
recognition of the ministry that Pastor Kurt
has shared with the members of Trinity
Lutheran Church. Enjoy coffee and snacks
in the Trinity Room following each service
(9:00 A.M . and 10:30 A.M .).  

Facility
Improvements

Underway 
   The building of Trinity is a key piece
which serves people and gives us the ability
to enact our mission in many ways. But
there are some basic things that just need to
happen, too. So this summer two new
bathrooms are being created. The preschool
will have its own bathroom inside the
classroom and a unisex bathroom, fully
handicapped accessible, is being
constructed directly across from the
nursery. 
   Additionally, roof replacement near the
east end of the worship center and capping
of the tower will take place in August. This
work should eliminate leaks and preserve
the tower for many years to come. 
   Your gifts to the Building Fund help make
these projects possible. If you'd like to give,
please mark your check "Building Fund."
Thank you. 
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Dear People of Trinity: 

   It's time for me to say goodbye after 28+ years as one of your pastors and
move into a new stage of life. I will be forever thankful that I had a full career
of pastoral ministry with you. You have been an extraordinary blessing and
joy in my life.
   There are many joys I see looking back over this span of time with you. I
have seen:  
• God continually renewing the calling I first received to serve this

congregation in 1988. 
• God guiding our partnership as pastor and people. 
• Your support and engagement in our ministries and mission as a constant

blessing. 
   I have profound appreciation for how you have let me be part of your lives.
Walking with you through the great joys and deep sorrows of life has been
humbling and rewarding. You helped me see God in every circumstance of
life. 
   There are questions I've asked myself in recent times. "How is it that this
congregation works so well?" Of course we know God is the primary reason.
But there's something more to the level of spirit, morale, and energy (as
evidenced in the report that came out of the C.A.T. survey last fall) at Trinity.
What is it that informs and inspires the culture of Trinity and makes this
ministry work so well? The answer I've come up with is clarity of mission.
Trinity knows its mission. You know that to be effective in your mission of
"Serving in Christ's Love and Sharing the Good News" requires trust,
teamwork, generosity, prayer, and an ability to look outward and forward.
Thank you for doing all this well. 
   Another question I've asked myself is: "How is it that all these years of
pastoral ministry have been so fruitful and fulfilling?” Again, the answer is
that God has provided. But I believe God also provides for my clergy friends
who haven't found the degree of fruitfulness and fulfillment. So beyond God,
what is it that has informed and provided this? The answer I've come up with
is YOU. The people of Trinity have been true partners and faithful followers
of Jesus. You have been generous and patient with me. You have loved and
forgiven me when I've fallen short and missed the mark in leading or
providing for this mission. The sabbaticals you've provided have been key in
investing in growing and retooling me as a leader for this mission.
   As I reflect on the people of Trinity, it is clear that you have been a source
of energy for me which I hope you have seen come back to benefit the
mission. Thank you!  
   Going forward, I'm going to miss this mission. I'll miss the quality of
ministry that is hallmark to Trinity. I'll miss Sunday mornings with you. I'll
miss all the liveliness of children and youth that are everywhere in the life of
Trinity. I'll miss the wisdom and stature of the long-lived faithful who offer
pearls of grace and steadiness for this mission. In short, I'll miss you—all the
good people of Trinity.  
   There is a foundation of faith and mission present in this congregation that
will contribute significantly to a new era ahead as you continue on with a new
lead pastor. What a privilege you will be giving to him. The period of

adapting ahead will offer you opportunity to
show the best of who you are to him for the
sake of this mission. Forming a new
pastor-people partnership will require
commitment, patience, energy, and a lot of
dedicated work by both him and you. Please
give your all to the new partnership, not
simply because it's the right thing to do, but
because it's critical to continuing to move
outward the mission of "Serving in Christ's
Love and Sharing the Good News."
   May God guide, keep, and bless you with
all the fruits of grace and peace in Christ,
and in turn inspire you in the mission of
loving, sharing, and serving others in the
years ahead. 

Pastor Kurt Jacobson 

Travel Backroads
of Western France
   You're invited to continue the tradition of
fascinating and enriching international
travel with Pastor Kurt in 2017 and beyond.
Mark your calendars for news on the next
tour, and be sure to register your interest via
email in order to receive advance
information about upcoming tours. 
   We've arranged another trip with tour
leader David Harper set for September
6–16, 2017. We'll combine WWII history,
food, wine, art, and more! The trip itinerary
will include visits to D-Day landings and
other points of WWII history; the Loire and
Brittany regions with delightful food, wine
and art; Celtic heritage along the Atlantic
coast; and finally Monet and more in Paris.
   Come to a trip information event on
November 15, at 7:00 P.M . at the Eau Claire
Chamber of Commerce.  Reservations for
this trip will open in November. Receive
advance notice by registering your interest
with Joan Lorenz of Higgins Travel Leaders
at  joan@higginstravel.com or Pastor Kurt
Jacobson at  kurtjacobson131@gmail.com
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Communications/Ministry Assistant 
Position Available 
   We have filled the position of Ministry Assistant for Children's Ministries!
Heather Day will be moving down the hall to be part of our Children’s
Ministries Team. As a result, we have an opening in the front office for a
Communications/Ministry Assistant (32 hours/4 days per week). We are
searching  for a welcoming, organized, flexible person with a positive, can-do
attitude. The successful candidate will have excellent interpersonal skills with
relevant work experience. A strong work ethic and cooperative attitude are
required. Position includes maintenance of website and social media sites
(experience preferred, but training will be provided). Preferred candidates
will have experience with Microsoft PowerPoint, Word, Publisher, and Excel.
Complete position description is available in the church office or online.
Please submit a cover letter and resumé to Amber Moltzau at amber@trinity-
ec.org

Knitters Needed!
   Prayer Shawls are available from the office to be given to family members
friends, neighbors, and coworkers experiencing a challenging time due to
health, death, or other major life events. These shawls are knit in prayer by
Trinity members. If you are interested in knitting for others, please contact
Cindy Beck at cindy@trinity-ec.org for more information. 

The ELCA Women's Retreat 
   This annual retreat will be held August 17–18, 2016, at Luther Park in
Chetek. The theme is “Be all that you were meant to be.”  The presenter is
Natalia Peterson, author of “I'm not the Pastor's Wife, I'm Just Married to
Him.” The retreat begins at 1:00 P.M . on Wednesday, August 17, and
concludes on Thursday, August 18.  One day registration is $30 and both days
are $60.  Cost is $65 after 7.31.2016.  Make checks payable to: W/ELCA, and
send with registration form (available on Women’s bulletin board across from
the nursery) to Eileen Christopherson, E9941 630  Ave, Elk Mound.  Cometh

relax; enjoy nature, crafts, foot soaks, swimming and pontoon rides, renew
friendships, and become refreshed.  Hope to see you there!  

Circle Listings

Deborah

Thursday, July 21, 9:30 A.M. Trinity 

Hostess: Rose Sippel; Leader: Nancee Burbank

Martha/Mary

Tuesday,  , 6:30 P.M. Trinity

Hostess: ; Leader: 

Miriam

Wednesday, July 20, 9:30 A.M.  Trinity 

Hostess: Mary Schoenknecht; Leader: Mary Schoenknecht

Ruth

Tuesday, July 19, 1:30 P.M

Hostess: Mary Hoepner, 524 East MacArthur; Circle Picnic

Noah’s
Ark News

   Noah's Ark Preschool students and
teachers are on summer break following a
great 2015–2016 school year. I hope they
are all enjoying summer fun and relaxation
in God's world with family and friends.
While they are off, exciting things continue
to happen at Noah's Ark. With Jeanne
Cooper's help and patience, I continue to
work on transitioning to the directorship of
Noah's Ark. It is an exciting endeavor for
me and one I anticipate with great
appreciation for the years of leadership
from Jeanne. She leaves me a wonderful
preschool tradition to carry on!
   An exciting change is taking place in the
classroom this summer. The construction of
a bathroom within our space began on June
1. This will be a great addition for the
children, enabling them to be independent
in their bathroom breaks as they are needed.
This change also resulted in some
reorganization of our space, so come fall
there will be a whole new look to our
classroom. It's fun to work on the room  and
anticipate the children’s reactions and
discoveries in the fall. 
   As a result of our reorganization, Noah's
Ark will host a thrift sale on Friday, July
15, from 8:00 A.M .–2:00 P.M . Come check
out some great finds, and help support the
Noah's Ark bathroom project.
   Enrollment for the 2016–2017 school year
continues. We look forward to enrolling a
few more kids in our MWF morning and
afternoon classes. Noah's Ark is a
wonderful experience for all children, and
we'd love to share that with your families,
neighbors, and friends. We appreciate when
you spread the word so we can share our
ministry with others!
   Enjoy these great summer days! 
   Mrs. Knickerbocker
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Children’s Ministries
Staff Needs for VBS
   Please help us as we look for teachers and student

helpers (must have completed seventh grade) for

classrooms and the nursery. To volunteer, please

sign up on the poster in the lobby on Sunday

mornings or at the Children's Ministries office

during the week. Contact Sara Reed at

715.832.6601 for more information. Teachers are

needed for Preschool 1, Pre- Kindergarten, Grade 2,

Grade 3, Grade 4, and Grade 5. 

VBS Staff Orientation
   Join us on Sunday, July 17, from 10:45 A.M.–12:00 P.M. OR Monday, July 18,

from 6:00 P.M.–7:15 P.M. Staff will receive copies of the materials, guides, and

procedures—all items to help you get ready! VBS class lists will be available and

ready for pick up on July 21 & 22 from 8:00 A.M.–4:00 P.M. in the Children's

Ministries Office.  

Fall Programming for Young Children
   Call-in registration for Come and Play only will begin on July 19 at 8:00 A.M.
Call-in registration for all other enrichment programming will begin on July 20

at 8:00 A.M. For more information on any of our Children's Ministry

programming, please check out the Trinity website trinity-ec.org or contact Sara

Reed by phone or email at  715.832.6601 ext. 218 or sarar@trinity-ec.org   

 Music & Movement: Children will move and groove as they explore music with

song, dance, and instruments. Session One: 9:05–9:50 A.M. This class is for

children who turn one by 6.01.16 through those who turn three by 8.31.16. This

is a parent/child class. ($80) Session Two: 10:00 A.M. –11:30 A.M. This class is

for children who turn three by 9.01.16. Children experience this class

independently. This 14 week class meets on Mondays beginning September 12.

($170)  No class on November 21.

Creative Arts: Spend Mondays engaged in a variety of creative activities!

Children will dance, sing, and experiment with art processes. They will hear

stories, Bible stories, and enhance language learning through finger plays. This

class is for children who turn three by 9.01.16. This 14 week class meets on

Mondays from 12:30 P.M.–2:30 P.M.  beginning September 12. ($180) No class

on November 21.

Great Pretenders: Let your child's imagination run free in this high energy,

dynamic drama and art class. Children will build literacy skills as they create

story props, costumes, and puppets and then use them to retell stories. For

children who turn four by 1.01.17. This 14 week class meets on Tuesdays from

12:45  P.M.–3:00  P.M. beginning Tuesday, September 13. ($190) No class on

November 22.

Readers, Authors, and Artists: Immerse your child in literature and early oral

and written language experiences with a focus on nurturing a child's natural

readiness for reading, writing, and creating.

Children will explore books, authors, and

illustrators through discovery, music, play,

and art. For children who turn four by 1.01.17.

This 14 week class meets on Tuesdays from

9:00 A.M.–11:15 A.M.  beginning September

13. ($190) No class on November 22.

Come and Play: In this great precursor to

preschool, children are provided a warm and

safe Christian environment to play with other

children. Art, music activities, and snack are

included. For children who turn two by

05.31.16. This 15 week class meets on

Wednesdays in Trinity's Nursery from

9:15–11:15 A.M.  or 12:15  P.M.–2:15  P.M.

beginning September 7. ($200) No class on

November 23.

Thrilling Thursdays: Spend Thursdays

engaged in a variety of preschool activities in

a Christian environment. Emphasis will be on

science and cooking with a hands-on

discovery approach encouraging observation,

predicting, investigating, and other creative
thinking. For children who turn four by

01.01.17 This 13 week class meets on

Thursdays from 9:00 A.M. –11:15 A.M.  or

12:45  P.M.–3:00  P.M. beginning September

15. ($180) No class on October 27 and

November 24.

Fall Dates to 
Put on Your Calendar!

• Wednesday, September 7: Pizza

Registration Event for Camp TGIF, Kids

Choirs, and Sunday School beginning at

5:00 P.M. Watch for specific information

in the August Children's Ministries

mailing and on our website. 

• Rally Sunday, September 11: Register

for Sunday School and enjoy an ice cream

sundae. Children who are three years old

and in third grade will receive their Spark

Bibles at the 9:45 A.M. worshipservice. 

• Wednesday, September 14: Camp TGIF

and Kid's Choir Rehearsals begin.

• Saturday, N ovember 5: Fall

Communion Instruction for children in

grades 2–5 from 9:00 A.M.–11:00  A.M.
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Youth
Ministries

Faith Plan and Pastor Visit
   All 2015–2016 Club 9 students, please contact your assigned Pastor via
email ASAP to schedule your visit. If you have any questions regarding your
Faith Plan or Pastor visit, contact Cassie at 715.832.6601 ext. 209 or
cassie@trinity-ec.org.

Incoming Club 9 Students
   Hello freshman! Thank you to those 20 students who have shared their Club
9 mentor's name with Cassie. That means she still needs to hear from 20 more
of you. We know September seems like a long way away, but it is really nice
to have this task completed before the end of the summer.
 A few things to keep in mind when asking someone to be your Club 9
Mentor:
• Mentors attend Club 9 classes with you on Wednesday evenings (about

2 times a month) from 7:15 P.M .–8:30 P.M .
• Mentors will possibly participate in service events with you.
• Choose a caring and trusted family friend, preferably same gender and a

member of Trinity; a person you admire; one who will help identify your
gifts and encourage faithful living.

• Choose someone who is a regular participant in our church; one who
worships, serves, and supports our community of faith.

• Think of your Club 9 peers; maybe one of their parents is available. 
   Don't forget to call in or email the name of your mentor to Cassie at
715.832.6601 ext. 209 or cassie@trinity-ec.org 

Summer Stretch
   Summer Stretch has begun, and we are already having a great time! We
have twenty-eight youth participating, as well as four counselors and two
adult leaders. Our Bible study time is focused around the book "The Lorax"
by Dr. Seuss. On June 9, we picked up garbage in and around Owen Park. We
then had a picnic lunch at Mt. Simon Park and studied how it is our job to
help take care of our earth. We ended our time at Mt. Simon Park by playing
volleyball and kickball together. On our way back to Trinity, we stopped at
Dairy Queen for an ice cream treat. On June 23, we volunteered at Feed My
People Food Bank. We had pizza and salad for lunch and studied how God
is an advocate for us just as we are to be advocates for others. We then
headed over to Pine Meadow Golf Course for an afternoon of golfing.
Summer Stretch meets twice in July and then travels to Valley Fair in August

for the final gathering.

LIBRARY
   Our new books ring the bell for liberty.
Look for them in our Trinity Library.

Chapter Book Series for Young Readers

   Humphrey's Tiny Tales by Betty G. Birney.

Everyone's favorite classroom pet, Humphrey

the hamster, is now in a new series for young

readers.

• Humphrey's Creepy Crawly Camping

Adventure (+ FIC BIR)

• Humphrey's School Fair Surprise (+ FIC

BIR)

• Humphrey's Really

Wheely Racing Day (+

FIC BIR)

• Humphrey's Playful

Puppy Problem (+ FIC

BIR)

   There are many books for children that

encourage kindness to others. Look for the

special sticker on the book cover.

• A Sick Day for Amos McGee by Philip C.

Stead. A friendly zookeeper always made

time to visit his good friends, but one day

he woke up sick. Though he didn't make

it to the zoo that day, he was the one who

received some unexpected guests. (++

FIC STE) 

• Last Stop on Market Street by Matt De La

Pena. A young boy rides the bus across

town with his grandmother and learns to

appreciate the beauty in everyday things.

(+ FIC DEL)

• The Invisible Boy by Trudy Ludwig.

Brian has always felt invisible at school,

but when a new student, Justin, arrives,

everything changes. (+ FIC LUD)

• Each Kindness by Jacqueline Woodson.

When Ms. Albert teaches a lesson on

kindness, Chloe realizes that she and her

friends have been wrong in making fun of

new student Maya's shabby clothes and
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refusing to play with her. (+ FIC WOO)

• Rude Cakes by Rowboat Watkins.  A story about Rude Cake who never says

please or thank you or listens to its parents, and a Giant Cyclops who is

polite. (++ FIC WAT)

• How Full Is Your Bucket by Tom Rath and Mary Reckmeyer. Felix begins

to see how every interaction in a day either fills or empties his bucket. Felix

then realizes that everything he says or does to other people fills or empties

their buckets, too. Children will discover how filling someone else's bucket

also fills their own. (++ FIC RAT)

Other Books for Children

• Our Great Big Backyard by Laura Bush and Jenna Bush Hager. Jane and her

family take a summer road trip to visit several National Parks. (++ FIC BUS)

• Gator Dad by Brian Lies. Come along as a gator dad and the kids do nothing

in particular and still get a whole lot done together. Brian Lies's bright-eyed

gators demonstrate an energetic and loving style of parenting. (++ FIC LIE)

Adult Fiction

• A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman. Ove the curmudgeon forges a

surprising friendship with the cheerful young couple living next door in this

touching bestseller. (FIC BAC)

• The Little Paris Bookshop by Nina George. Monsieur Perdu can prescribe the

perfect book for a broken heart, but can he fix his own? (FIC GEO)

• Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi. This novel of breathtaking sweep and emotional

power traces 300 years of history and becomes a truly great American novel

along the way. (FIC GYA)

• The Sandcastle Girls by Chris Bohjalian. It's 1915, and Elizabeth Endicott

has volunteered to help deliver food and medical aid to refugees of the

Armenian Genocide during the First World War. There she meets a young

Armenian engineer. This is the Trinity Page Turners pick for November.

(FIC BOH)

Adult Non-Fiction

• Liar, Temptress, Soldier, Spy: Four Women Undercover in the Civil War by

Karen Abbott. This book tells the spellbinding true story of four women who

risked everything to become spies during the Civil War. Karen Abbott

illuminates one of the most fascinating, yet little known, aspects of the Civil

War: the stories of four courageous women; a socialite, a farm girl, an

abolitionist, and a widow. This is the Trinity Page Turners pick for

September.

• H Is for Hawk by Helen Macdonald. Macdonald's story of adopting and

raising a vicious goshawk has soared into the hearts of millions of readers

worldwide. 

Summer Story Time 
for Young Children
“Make Friends With Books” 
   Join Library Committee members in the church library on

Sunday mornings July 3, 17 (we will not meet on July 10)

following the 9:45 A.M. worship service where they will be

on hand to read story books. Children will

receive prizes and have an opportunity to

check out books.

50 Books to Read
Before You're 5

   These books are now available in our

Trinity Library! The American Academy of

Pediatrics released a new policy statement

urging policy makers and pediatricians to

become advocates for parents to read to their

children daily, beginning as early as infancy.

Library Committee members have made this

project a goal for 2016 and have processed 50

books which are  available for check out. The

books are from a list recommended by

Books-A-Million, Inc. and can be found on

the A–framed book display. Look for a

bookmark list of the titles and for the special

50 Books to Read Before You’re 5 label on

the front covers of the books. We hope you

make this a goal in your families to read to
your young children. Please feel free to pick

up our guide.

Page Turners Book Club
   Interested in reading a good book? The

Trinity Page Turners Book Club meets once a

month during the school year. Books, both

fiction and nonfiction, are chosen by thr group

to be read over the course of the school year.

Brochures with next year’s titles are available

in the library.

   We meet the third Tuesday of every month

(September thru May) in the library at 6:30

P.M. We have no special expectations to

participate in this group. Please feel free to

come whether you've finished the book or not.

Talk if you want, or just listen. We hope to

see you there!

   On  Tuesday, September 20, we will meet to

discuss the book Liar, Temptress, Soldier,

Spy: Four Women Undercover in the Civil

War by Karen Abbott. This is the spellbinding

true story of four women who risked

everything to become spies during the Civil

War. This book sheds light on some

fascinating yet little known aspects of the

Civil War and the stories of four courageous

women—a socialite, a farm girl, an
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abolitionist, and a widow—who were spies.

  SOCIAL
CONCERNS
Christmas in July
   Trinity is joining with other Lutheran
churches in Eau Claire to celebrate
"Christmas in July" providing supplies
for the Beacon House and the Sojourner
House. The following lists are the 10 top
most needed supplies for each house.
Please place contributions in the
appropriate bucket during the month of
July.
   There is also a cash opportunity for the
Beacon House. Take one of the envelopes
from the tree, and turn it in to the Trinity
office or place it in the offering plate for
matching funds. There are matching
funds up to $500 for money collected in
the Christmas Tree envelopes!
• Sojourner House: toothpaste, tooth brushes, foot powder, ear plugs,

cough drops, long underwear  bottoms (sizes lg, xl, 2x), hotel sized
shampoo and soap, sunscreen, band-aids, razors, and Q-tips.

• Beacon House: toilet bowl cleaner, general cleaners (pine sol and
disinfectants), laundry soap, fabric sheets, deodorant , full size shampoo
and conditioner, feminine hygiene products, garbage bags (kitchen and
leaf), adult bus passes and tokens, and bath towels.

Friends of Flynn Ministry
   As a reflection of our mission statement of "Serving in Christ's love and
sharing the good news," Trinity has a wonderful partnership with Flynn
Elementary School to help address the needs of children. 
   Have you seen the great prices recently on all the school supplies that
children need? If so, please consider purchasing some to give to children at
the beginning of the school year. We are in need of folders, paper, bottles of
white glue, small glue sticks, boxes of Kleenex facial tissue, child size Fiskar
scissors, eight or ten count Crayola classic markers, erasers, yellow
highlighters, red pens, and colored pencils. Most stores have a printed list
near the supplies to help with your selection for Flynn students.
   The supplies can be dropped off at Trinity (lobby after worship; office
during the week) beginning August 7. Thank you! 

Tour the Beacon House
   The Beacon House is a shelter serving
families and pregnant women who are
temporarily homeless, or at risk of
homelessness, by providing resources for
emergency assistance, stabilization, and
prevention. Trinity provides volunteer
support for the Beacon House four times a
year. If you would like to learn more about
the Beacon House, Executive Director
Kelly Christianson will be providing tours
of the shelter and sharing information about
its programs to anyone who is interested in
attending. The dates and times of the
upcoming tours are July 12 at 5:15 P.M . and
July 27 at 12:00 P.M .  If you are interested
in attending, please contact the Beacon
House at ecihn@sbcglobal.net or
715.834.4357.

Help the Food Bank
   We partner with Feed My People Food
Bank in our mission of serving the hungry
of the region. In the summer, they receive
great amounts of produce and need helpers
to sort and pack it for quick distribution.
Also, repackaging 40,000 pounds of bulk
cereal, pasta and rice needs to occur.
Contact Maggie at Feed My People to
schedule a time to help that works for you
maggie@fmpfoodbank.org or call
715.835.9415 ext. 101.  

Serving Others Locally
   Trinity serves at the Sojourner House on
the third Friday of each month from 6:30
P.M . to 9:30 P.M . They are always looking
for additional volunteers to serve or to
donate large fruit salads to be served with
the meal. Sign up at the designated sheet at
Clipboard Central. If you have any
questions, please feel free to call the
co-leaders Phyllis at 715.836.7055 or Sheila
at 715.831.8982. 
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Endowment Trust Awards Grants   
   The Endowment Trust of Trinity exists to serve God's people in Christ's
name by providing financial foundations to the ministries and missions of
Trinity Lutheran Church for all generations. It is a means by which you can
leave a legacy of your faith in God through a gift now or by a bequest in your
will. The Trust Fund is overseen by a Board elected by the congregation, and
they recently reviewed several grant applications and awarded funds to the
following ministries.  

From the Marti K. Nelson Family Fund (a donor advised fund): 
C Tuition support for Trinity Christian Preschool Noah's Ark students from

low-income families 

From the Marlene and Dick Cable Family Fund: 
C To purchase St. John’s Bibles to further placement of this Bible in the

Chippewa Valley 

From the Helen and Gerald Amundson Fund: 
C To support the Quilter Ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church 

From the proceeds of the Unrestricted Fund of the Endowment Trust:
• To help provide weekend meals for Friends of Flynn Elementary students

through Trinity's Friends of Flynn Ministry
• To re-establish Trinity's relationship with the local Habitat for Humanity

Ministry 
• To support Trinity member Toby Moszer's Eagle Scout project of

constructing a Gaga Ball pit on Trinity's campus
• To purchase personal hygiene items for Sojourner House guests
• To help purchase back-to-school shoes through Trinity's Soles for Special

Souls Ministry
    The Endowment Trust Fund is doing great things to serve people, make a
difference in the world, and extend the goodness of Jesus. When you include
the Trinity Endowment Trust Fund in your charitable giving or estate, your
assets can go on to influence lives with God's love for generations to come.
Please visit trinity-ec.org to explore creative ways you can make a difference
in the world through the Trinity Endowment Trust Fund. 

Trinity's Women's Giving Circle 
   The mission of the Women's Giving Circle, a fund of
the Trinity Endowment Trust, is to "demonstrate God's
love by positively impacting people's lives through
collective philanthropy and awarding of financial
gifts." Grant applications are welcomed each year
between May 1 and August 31. Grant criteria will focus
on the following:
• Support for basic human needs
• Promotion of health and wellness (spirit, mind, body)
• Education to advance the quality of life
• Support for the arts in ministry
• Meeting needs of the elderly

• Encouraging self-sufficiency for
women and girls

• Support for families in need
   The Circle Governance Board reviews all
grant applications and the full membership
of the Women's Giving Circle has the
opportunity to vote on the Board's
recommendations at their annual meeting in
October.
   The Women's Giving Circle invites and
encourages all members of Trinity Lutheran
Church to become participating members.
You can read more about the Women's
Giving Circle at trinity-ec.org The grant
application is online on the same page. 

Amundson Estate Gift 
   Helen Amundson was a long-time
member of Trinity who died 18 months ago.
In making a will a few years before her
death, she wanted the legacy of faith and
her stewardship of resources to continue to
bless the church that meant so much in her
life. So from her estate, Trinity has recently
received a financial gift to continue the
regular ministries of Trinity, as well as a
gift to support the mission of our Food
Pantry. 
    Have you included a provision for your
church in your estate plan? Planning
documents are available in the information
rack in the Lobby. A percentage or dollar
amount in your will naming Trinity's
ministries or the Endowment Trust is a
great way to leave a legacy and do good
things in the name of Christ. 

Thrivent Member? The
Choice is Yours 

   If you hold an insurance or annuity
product with Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans, you may have Thrivent Choice@
dollars available that could benefit Trinity
and our Noah’s Ark Preschool. Last year
$5,526 in Thrivent Choice dollars
benefitted ministries of our congregation.
Contact your Thrivent representative or
log-in to your account at thrivent.com and
click Choice dollars and elect Trinity today!
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Good Financial News 
    Your offerings to God through Trinity are so
important. Each dollar you offer is invested in bringing
hope and encouragement to people, advancing
ministries that bring healing and faith development,
and investing in missions that bring alive here and
across the world our desire to “Serve in Christ’s Love
and Share the Good News.” Thank you! 
   For the first five months of 2016, your generosity has
resulted in a good financial picture. Your weekly
offerings to Regular Ministries and to Mortgage
Payment may be made through electronic fund transfer. You may set this up
on Trinity’s Give page at trinity-ec.org or by contacting Amber Moltzau at
amber@trinity-ec.org 
   Your generosity is appreciated as your church invests faithfully and wisely
to make a difference in people’s lives with the grace of Jesus Christ. Thank
you! 
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE JANUARY THROUGH MAY

Offerings to Regular Ministries 2016 2015

Income $492,444 $469,648

Expenses $467,162 $468,621

Variation $25,282 $1,027

Offerings for Mortgage Payment $92,074 $87,667

Monthly Mortgage payment $8,413 $8,413

Applied to principle in 2016  $85,230 $77,267

Loan Balance (5.31.2016) $361,754

Reality Check: Taxes and Retirement Savings 
    A national research study shows that more than half of Americans aged 30
and older are largely unfamiliar with the way in which taxes can eat up the
value of their retirement accounts when they name a loved one as beneficiary.
   FACT: Income and estate taxes can consume nearly 60 percent of
retirement plan funds when inherited by a loved one. While the majority of
people will pay less than 40 percent, anyone who inherits retirement plan
funds will be subject to income tax on all withdrawals. Although there are
ways in which spouses (and, to a lesser extent, other heirs) can defer taxes on
these assets when they defer receipt of the funds, they, too, are subject to
income tax when they make withdrawals.
   A Win-Win Alternative: An estate planner can help you structure the
inheritance so family members pay the least taxes. Experts sometimes advise
putting a charitable component into the plan because qualified charitable
organizations, like Trinity, receive donations tax-free. Unlike family

members, we receive the full value of your
retirement plan assets none is lost to taxes.
Plus you can rest easy knowing you can
change your mind at any time up until your
death.
    If much of your nest egg is tied up in a
retirement plan, you may have little else to
leave to family. In that instance, a more
reasonable alternative may be to designate
a percentage of your retirement plan
accounts to us, thus taking greater control
over how the funds in these accounts will
be used while still providing for family and
friends. (From the ELCA Foundation). 

Nurturing
Generous Lives

   Generous living is not just about giving
money, or even just about giving. It has to
do with the whole of who we are and how
we care for our neighbors (see Mark 12:28–
31). Each of us brings our heart, mind, soul,
and strength. The Old Testament word for
"heart" is literally the leaning or thrust of
our lives. We might call it our lifestyle or
nonverbal witness. In other words, it is how
we steward 100 percent of our lives, not
just the "religious" sector or the percentage
we give away.

Memorials
& Gifts

Endowment Trust Fund—Future
Church Leaders
C In honor of Linda McClelland’s

completion of Lay School of Ministry:
Corinne Charlson

Endowment Trust Fund
C In memory of Lawrence Ziehme: Deyon

Ziehme
C In memory of Elaine Lonning: Deyon

Ziehme, Barbara Vorhes
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Jeanne Cooper Scholarship Fund
C In honor of Jeanne Cooper: Nikki Kluver, Michael & Sharon DeRusha,

John & Lea Ann Richie, Steven & Beverly Wickman, Dan & Jacqueline
Helgeson, William & Cheryl Hutchinson, Shaun & Michelle Messer,
Robert & Sarah Blockhus, Linda McClelland, Ben & Kirsten Rubenzer,
Ron & Marilyn Thompson, Robert & Jerilyn Jacobson, Kurt Jacobson,
Robert & Janet Roemer, Mike & Michelle Richards, Rory & Beth
Borsheim, Rose Sippel, Gary & Mary Rambo, Jeff & Lisa Goetz, David
& Ginny Lien, Dave & Pat Mertens, Frank & Sue Borg, Brandon & Kristy
Casto, Bruce & Chris Fruechte, Chris & Anne Lindahl, Marjorie Satre,
Paul & Sarah Pedersen, Jim & Mary Karker, Scott & Andrea Jadeke, Jeff
& Kathy Doering, Jim & Lynn Gullicksrud, Deyon Ziehme, Sandra
Jacobson, Larry & Rachel Studt, Terry & Jane O’Connell, Jim & Jill
Kasmarek, Ed & Maridale Jacobson, Joe & Marlee Knickerbocker,
Barbara Vorhes, Barbara Johnson, Eric & Lori Berg

St. John’s Bible Fund
C In memory of the Cable Grandmothers, Ethel and Marlene: Dick Cable
C In memory of Dr. David Miller: Dick Cable
C In memory of Gloria Gold: Dick Cable

Memorial Fund
C In memory of Barbara Emerson-Allain: Susan Schaefer
C In memory of LaVerne Anderson: Patricia Garber
C In memory of Elaine Lonning: Jack & Lois Olson

Soles for Special Souls Fund
C In memory of Helen Decker: Dan & Jacqueline Helgeson

Food Pantry Fund
C In memory of Laurence Cook: Hazel Cook
C In memory of June Wilson: Barbara Tischer
C In memory of Elaine Lonning: Dennis & Beverly Aasen, Ted & Ardis

Nystuen, Ralph & Muriel Storm, Ann Ayres, Shirley Freeberg, Carolyn
Schleppenbach

C In memory of Bev Jungerberg: Shirley Freeberg

Friendship Group Fund
C In memory of Elaine Lonning: Linda McClelland

Library Fund
C In memory of Elaine Lonning: Robert & Mary Schoenknecht, Ken &

LuAnn Miller

Women’s Giving Circle
C In memory of Elaine Lonning: Richard & Lynette Finstad, Barbara

Johnson

Noah’s Ark Preschool Bathroom Fund
C In honor of Jeanne Cooper: Matt & Randi Gerber, Ben & Kirsten

Rubenzer 

What's New at Luther Park?
   On Thursday, June 9, the Luther Park Board

of Directors hosted a welcome picnic for the

summer staff. This year there are 36 staff

members. Pastor Brad and Pastor Bert, our

grill masters, grilled brats with all the fixin’s,

plus, we provided delicious salads, chips, and

desserts. After dining, the summer staff

concluded the evening with a very uplifting

worship service. 

   Summer camp officially began with the

arrival of the first campers on Sunday, June

12. New friends, a deeper faith, and new

memories are being made each week. As of

June 15, 930 campers are registered for this

summer!

   On Saturday,  August 13 at 10:00 A.M.

“Plans for the Heart for Luther Park,” our one

big fundraiser for the year will take place. It

will include viewing beautiful quilts inside the

Chapel and, depending on the weather,

auctioning those quilts outside this year. Our

auctioneer is former Bishop Bob Berg. Silent

auction items will still be displayed in the

Fireside Room of the Chapel. Donations of
quilts and silent auction items are welcome.

Lunch will be available for purchase

beginning at 11:00 A.M. This year the menu

includes grilled chicken, potato salad, baked

beans, dinner roll, pickles, and a beverage. Pie

and ice cream will also be available for

purchase. Kids' Day Camp for children in

attendance is available for $15 and includes

lunch, swimming, crafts, and FUN!

   New this year are raffle tickets for:

courtyard steps quilt valued at $1,000, two

registrations for 2017 summer camp valued at

$750 and a chain saw carved bear valued at

$500. A separate raffle is provided by Dave

Dobbs for a brick-oven pizza party (within a

40 mile radius) valued at $750. On day two

we will raffle a kayak with paddle. All

drawings will take place beginning at 3:00

P.M. during the Heart for Luther Park event.

Please plan to attend to support the ministry at

Luther Park!

   Thank you to ALL who work at Luther Park

and to those who attend camp. We thank you

for your support and appreciate your

continued prayers.

Kay Moen-Urseth

Member of the Board of Directors
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Trinity on Facebook  
  Trinity's Facebook page is an active source of information and inspiration
for your faith develop too. Be sure to "Like" Trinity soon and begin enjoying
the benefits of inspiration and news. 

Join Prayer Link
   We invite you to join in praying for others who ask for our prayers by
becoming part of Trinity's Prayer Link. Each week many people ask for the
prayers of the pastors, staff, and the people who've agreed to pray for others.
Will you join this effort? Email Heather Day at heatherd@trinity-ec.org or
note your willingness via the Prayer Ministry page under the GROW menu
at trinity-ec.org  You will then begin to receive prayer requests via email.
Pray wherever and whenever you can!

When Your Address Changes
   Whenever you're moving or changing to "temporarily away" with the
United States Postal Service, any mail Trinity sends to you is returned at a
cost per item. Please inform the church office when your address changes or
when you're going away and having your mail held. Email address updates to
heatherd@trinity-ec.org or include Trinity in the United States Postal Service
address change cards you send to others. Thank you. 

Funeral Planning Guide 
   We plan for many important events in our lives, yet many people resist
planning for the reality of their death. To assist you in planning, Trinity
provides a Funeral Planning Guide and Worksheet which walks you through
numerous topics and provides options so you can develop a plan. Doing so
assists your family in very helpful ways. Find this guide in the Worship
section of trinity-ec.org or print copies are available in the Lobby and the
office. 

When You Are Hospitalized
   The Pastoral Care Team of Trinity makes frequent trips to visit hospitalized
Trinity members. But to know about your hospitalization, they depend upon
the hospitals having your admission coded into their system. This will not
result in your name being shared with anyone beyond the staff. So, when you
or a family member are admitted, please inform the hospital of your church
affiliation. Better yet, share information about planned or unexpected
hospitalizations directly with us by: 
• Calling 715.832.6601 or emailing trinity@trinity-ec.org in advance of or

at the start of hospitalization. 
• Asking the hospital chaplain to call Trinity's office. 
   If you wonder if a Pastoral Care Team member is going to call on you, that's
the time to call the church office! Thank you. 

You Are Invited
   The family of Marie Sherman would like to invite her friends from Trinity
to a surprise 89th birthday party for Marie. The party will be July 9 at 3:00
P.M . at the America's Best Value Inn located at 809 W Clairemont Avenue
(across from Sacred Heart Hospital).  Food and drinks will be served.  For
more information, contact Kathy Sherman Cauthon at 715.214.3929.

TEN Important
Questions to 

Ask Your Parents 
   Are you wondering if your parents have
their estate and inheritance plans in order?
Here's help posing the right questions in a
sensitive way. 
1. Could you tell me where you keep

your important papers at home in case
I need to find them?

2. Have you made an inventory of your
property including furniture, jewelry,
art, and other collectibles?

3. Is there anything I can do to help get
your important documents in order?

4. Have you named someone to make
financial decisions for you if you are
no longer able to make those decisions
yourself?

5. Do you have a living will or a health
care power of attorney?

6. How do you feel about long-term care
if you need help later on?

7. Who are your key advisors: attorneys,
financial consultants, accountants, and
insurance specialists?

8. Have you thought about making a
charitable gift through your estate to
support causes you believe in and to
save on taxes?

9. Would you like to talk with me about
your final wishes or funeral
arrangements so I can make sure I
know what to do?

10. Is there anything else you'd like us to
discuss?

   These questions will not only ensure that
your parents have a good handle on their
estate planning, but should also encourage
you to put your own estate plan in order.
Most people seek help from an estate
planning attorney or financial advisor for
information about smart strategies you and
your parents can use to protect your estate
and support our mission. 



• Please submit all articles for the Tidings electronically in MS Word, Corel WP format, or in the body of an email. Submit to:
cindy@trinity-ec.org 

• All submissions must be your own work. Any copyrighted material (code, images, or otherwise) must include written permission
from the original source.

• Deadline for the August Newsletter is July 19.

Serving in Christ’s Love and Sharing the Good News” 

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Trinity Lutheran Church, 1314 East Lexington Blvd, Eau Claire WI 54701  

Phone: (715) 832.6601 •  Fax: (715) 832.6700 • Web Page: trinity-ec.org 

Congregational President

Mary Jo Hanson

   

Pastors

Dave Whelan dave@trinity-ec.org

715.832.6601

  Sarah Semmler Smith sarah@trinity-ec.org

715.827.1230

Brahm Semmler Smith brahm@trinity-ec.org

715.827.1220

Noah's Ark Pre-School 

Marlee Knickerbocker marlee@trinity-ec.org

Director

Ginny Lien ginny@trinity-ec.org 

Jill Kasmarek jkasmarek@att.net 

 Children’s Ministry Leadership Team

Sara Reed sarar@trinity-ec.org

Children’s Ministry Director

Children’s Ministry Assistant heatherd@trinity-ec.org

Day Camp Leaders

Jill Kasmarek jkasmarek@att.net 

Jeanne Cooper jeanne@trinity-ec.org

Ashley Olson ashley@trinity-ec.org

Sandy Moszer mrsmoszer@charter.net

Nursery Attendants

Malissa Dahlstrom

Annika Walukas

Youth Ministry Leadership Team

Cassie Brenden cassie@trinity-ec.org

Youth Ministry Coordinator

Ashley Olson ashley@trinity-ec.org

Youth Ministry Coordinator

Food Pantry Coordinator

Faye Ryszkiewicz faye@trinity-ec.org

Health Ministry

Vicki Dueringer vickid@trinity-ec.org

Parish Nurse

Pat Garber garberpa@uwec.edu

Visitation Ministry Director

Worship & Music Ministry 

Shirley Sands shirley@trinity-ec.org

Music Director

Gary Rambo—Trinity Choir

  Ryan Poquette—Trinity Tollers

Kris & Brian Pressler—Worship Music Leaders

Drew Brandenburg—CrossWord Youth Band 

Jeanne Cooper—God's Little Singers

 Corrine Gransee Paral—Children's Choir

Liz Drayton—Totally Joyous Christians

Building & Grounds Team

Don Peterson

Sheri Buening

Mikayla Dehnke

Ministry Support 

Gail Brian gail@trinity-ec.org

Financial Ministry Assistant

Amber Moltzau amber@trinity-ec.org

Office Administrator

 Heather Day heatherd@trinity-ec.org

Web Coordinator/Ministry Assistant

Cindy Beck cindy@trinity-ec.org
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