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Noah's Ark Preschool Director Retires 
   Please join us on Sunday, May 1to honor Ms. C (Jeanne Cooper) for 31
years of service to Trinity, educating, influencing, and loving children at
Noah's Ark Preschool. Greet her and enjoy coffee and snacks at 9:00 A.M. or
10:30 A.M . in the Trinity Room. Enjoy special VBS music at the 9:45 A.M .
worship service.
   You may send a note of thanks and appreciation to martihofer@gmail.com
for Jeanne's contributions in early childhood education and faith development
to be included in a scrap book.
   We invite gifts in the form of contributions to the "Jeanne Cooper Noah's
Ark Scholarship Fund."

Trinity to Host Synod Assembly 
   People from all 199 congregations of the NW Synod of WI of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America will meet at Trinity on Saturday,
May 21, for the annual Synod Assembly. This is the first time Trinity has
hosted the assembly which has been held at the University of Wisconsin Eau
Claire for many years. 
   This year's theme is "Generosity Across the Generations" featuring Adam
Copeland, the Director of Stewardship Leadership at Luther Seminary. Adam
is pursuing his PHD with a focus on new media and religion. Copeland's
research interests include: stewardship, crowdfunding, new media and
religion, church leadership, and digital culture. Adam attended St. Olaf
College, Columbia Theological Seminary, and is an ordained minister in the
Presbyterian church.
   Trinity members are welcome to attend the worship service and Copeland
address. For specific times check the synod website: nwswi.org

Visiting Those Unable to Worship
   Trinity has an active Visitation Ministry that is coordinated by Pat Garber,
Director of Visitation Ministries. If you are unable to join the Trinity
community in worship and desire to have Holy Communion and a personal
visit in your home, please contact Pat at garberpa@uwec.edu or
715.835.5801.  A member of the Pastoral Care Team (Pastors, Pat Garber,
and Parish Nurse Vicki Dueringer) will visit and discuss the possibility of
pairing you with a volunteer Home Communion Visitor.

“Welcoming Grace” 
A Collection 
of Sermons 

   Welcoming Grace: Words of Love for All
is a newly published collection of sermons
preached at Trinity over Pastor Kurt
Jacobson's 28 years of ministry.  Readers
will find biblical messages that connect
events that occurred locally and globally
during the three decades of Pastor Kurt's
service as well as in the life of the
congregation. 
   Print copies will be for sale starting
Sunday, May 1, for $7.99 each. A Kindle
edition is available via Amazon. All profits
from the sale of this book will be donated to
the Trinity Endowment Trust.

Church Picnic
   Trinity's Annual Church Picnic will be held

on Sunday, May 15. Food will be available

beginning at 10:30 A.M., carnival games and

inflatables start at 10:45 A.M.  Volunteers are

needed to help with setting up, serving food,

leading the games, and making cakes for the

cake walk (need 25–30). If you are willing to

help, please sign up at Clipboard Central in

the lobby or contact Sara Reed at

715.832.6601 ext. 218 or sarar@trinity-ec.org

   Please note! The last session 

   of Sunday School Classes 

   is Sunday, May 15!
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Jamaica Mission: Life-giving(!) to 
Trinity Members and Jamaican Partners Both
   I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every

one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the

first day until now. Philippians 1:3–4

   Traveling along a winding, bumpy road, between hills covered in palms, on a

path frequently crossed by spotted goats or thin white cows, one comes upon

Jabneh Christian Academy abruptly. Its freshly painted blue and yellow cement

fence welcomes you into a complex of small, bright (mostly green) buildings.

There is a large grassy field in the center of it all, and mango and other fruit trees

circle it on all sides. It would seem to be an oasis of sorts if the whole country

didn't also have that same lushness, albeit mixed with significant poverty. But in

ways, Jabneh is a different kind of sanctuary: one where children and community

members encounter the grace of Jesus Christ in a lively little congregation called

Power House and in a school where every kid counts and is counted.

   In January, a group of twelve men from Trinity spent a week doing building

projects at Jabneh Christian Academy, and in March, sixteen Trinity members

were able to do the same. In March, the Trinity team (ranging in age from 11 to

68) brought a bit of Trinity Vacation Bible School to the students of the school,

as they were on their holiday break and did not hold regular classes. Whether it

is using  a paint brush or hammer, or leading a silly song or science experiment,

what is striking about this mission is the connection that is made through Christ.

Across cultures, color of skin, and even climate there is a connection, a

partnership that has been forged over the years and is as strong as ever today with
our friends in Jamaica.

   This is my second year traveling to Jamaica in conjunction with Trinity's

mission there, and my respect and excitement for this outreach only grows.

Natasha Campbell is the director of Jabneh School, a pre-K thru 8th grade

educational endeavor where children who don't fit into the “normal” Jamaican

education system are given a chance to shine.  Natasha is someone who felt left

behind, convinced she didn't have what it took during her own years in school.

Now, as a teacher and mother (with multiple degrees under her belt), she wants

to make sure that as many children as possible don't have to experience what she

did. The love and passion with which she works has turned the school into a

beacon of sorts in the community, a place where each child is affirmed that they

are a child of God, an “icon” who reflects God's beauty and grace.

   Power House, the church associated with Jabneh, is not specifically Lutheran.

But the basic premise of the school's philosophy is so very Lutheran: that identity

as baptized people of God, children who are valued and loved outside of and

before we produce a thing, is foundational to a Lutheran theology and identity.

   I  am grateful for the dozens upon dozens of Trinity people who have made trips

to Jamaica over the past two decades. (If you are curious about just who these

folks are, check out the framed pictures in the hallway between the nursery and

the Trinity Room.) I look forward to the many ways this partnership with Jabneh

might continue to grow and flourish in years to come. I invite you to partner with

this impactful mission in whichever you can, whether that be through prayer,

donations for supplies, or participating in a trip yourself. This Jamaica mission is

one more tangible, life-giving, and fun way that we live out our mission of

Serving in Christ's love and sharing the Good News at Trinity. 

   Thanks be to God for partners in mission.

Pastor Sarah

Local School
Homeless Program

   The Trinity Endowment Trust provided a
$2,500 grant to the Eau Claire School
District’s Homeless program. This effort
covers costs of transporting children from
shelters to the school in which they have
been enrolled. It's done to help reduce the
stress of children in temporary living
situations. 
   Program Director, Dani Claesges writes:
Thank you Trinity Lutheran! You have been
more than generous with your donations to
the ECASD Homeless Program. We can't
thank you enough. Please let everyone in
the congregation know how much we, and
the families we support, appreciate
everything that you do.
  The Trinity Endowment Trust receives
your offerings, memorials, and estate gifts
in order to invest in ministries for
generations to come. Read about the
Endowment and learn how you can leave a
legacy of faith at trinity-ec.org 

When You Are
Hospitalized

   The Pastoral Care Team of Trinity makes
frequent trips to visit hospitalized Trinity
members. But to know about your
hospitalization, they depend upon the
hospitals having your admission coded into
their system. This will not result in your
name being shared with anyone beyond the
staff. So, when you or a family member are
admitted, please inform the hospital of your
church affiliation. Better yet, share
information about planned or unexpected
hospitalizations directly with us by: 
• Calling 715.832.6601 or emailing

trinity@trinity-ec.org in advance of or
at the start of hospitalization. 

• Asking the hospital chaplain to call
Trinity's office. 

   If you wonder if a Pastoral Care Team
member is going to call on you, that's the
time to call the church office! Thank you. 
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Thank You from Pastor Jim
   Words fall short in expressing my gratitude and appreciation for the
wonderful farewell celebration for me and my family. The artwork of the
Carson Park baseball diamond painted by Warren Hermodson was a pleasant
surprise; thank you for such a lovely gift from the congregation! Thank you
to all those who patiently waited in line at the reception to personally say
goodbye to me and Michelle. It was a memorable day on many fronts and I
will continue to hold you in prayer as you move forward in mission and
ministry. Thank you and blessings to all of you!

Youth and Prayer Friends Meet 
   On Wednesday, April 13, nearly 85 adults who have been praying daily for
our 7th and 8th grade youth met together for the first time. A Prayer Friend
is paired with each Club 78 Confirmation student in the fall. Without
knowing the identity of the adult Prayer Friend until now, students may pass
along prayer requests and find comfort knowing a caring congregation
member is lifting them up in prayer throughout the school year. When the
meeting takes place, there is anticipation, joy, and gratitude for prayers.
Watch for the opportunity to volunteer to be a Prayer Friend again in the fall.
  Thank you to the adults who volunteered to be Prayer Friends this year:
Lori Anderson, Mark Anderson, Sherri Auleta, Melissa Becker, Colleen Berg,
Nick Berger, Stacy Berger, Stef Betley, Tony Betley, Tammy Black, Alison
Blazek, Connie Blazek, Nancy Boese, Jill Brandenburg, Ben Brenden, Lynn
Buske, Sue Caterer, Sharon Colburn, Jeanne Cooper, Lori Cruciani, Vicki
Dueringer, Marilyn Engen, Jon Fibeger, Charlotte Finseth, Bev Fishbaugher,
Jill Fletcher, Matt Gerber, Randi Gerber, Amy Giani, Deb Gilbertson, Ashley
Goetz, Jenny Gullicksrud, Coralie Gumbert, Brenda Gyorfi, Kerry Hager, Pat
Hanson, Ellen Harris, Emma Hesse, Lanette Hesse, Jan Hildebrandt, Mary
Hoepner, Kristin Holtman-Funk, Andrea Jadeke, Leah Jadeke, Barbara
Johnson, Anne Josephson, Heather Kapanke, Mary Karker, Jan Kneer,
Marlee Knickerbocker, Jackie Krumenauer, Katie Kuenkel, Peggy Larson,
Mikelle Malone, Jill Mangus, Sue Marczinke, Lisa McIntyre, Sara Meyer,
John Moen, Leslie Moen, Peggy Munden, Penny Nelson, Sara Nick, Emily
Nordlund, Jane Olsen, Dan Olson, Sarah Pedersen, Shelley Rae-Pehler, Judy
Pielhop, Pat Prissel, Gary Rambo, Amy Rantala, Michelle Richards, Susan
Schaefer, Jodi Schleusner, Mary Schoenknecht, Robin Schultz, Stacy Secker,
Joan Smith, Dorothy Sorlie, Mary Strayer, Suzie Twite, Jim Urness, Irene
Vance, and Lori Walsh.

Leave A Legacy 
   God calls us to be good stewards of all that has been given to us and how
our assets are handled when life ends. In order to provide a way for one's
charitable habits to continue after life on this earth, the Trinity Endowment
Trust exists so there's a place for that intention to succeed forever! 
   Great things are done as the Endowment Trust Fund grows. When you
include a bequest, it is invested carefully for the rest of time and only the
proceeds from your contribution are used. Read about the possibility to be
charitable with your accumulated assets under the Endowment tab at
www.trinity-ec.org 

Without a Will
   “What will happen to my money and
possessions if I die without a will?”
   If you die without a will, what happens to
your assets will be determined by the state
in which you reside. Every state has
intestacy laws in place that parcel out
property and assets to a deceased person's
closest relatives when there's no will or
trust. Keep in mind these laws vary from
state to state.
   A good resource to help you find out how
your state works is About.com's Wills and
Estate Planning site which provides a
state-by-state breakdown of how your estate
will be distributed if you die without a will.
See StateIntestacyLaws.com for a direct
link to this page. (From: ELCA Foundation and

Savvy Living by Jim Miller)

When You 
Desire

Baptism
   We celebrate Baptisms
of children, youth, and
adults throughout the
year at Trinity. For adults
or teens, please contact Pastor Sarah
directly for information and scheduling.
Before you schedule a baptism for a child,
we ask that you attend a Baptism class.
   Baptism classes are offered regularly
throughout the year. This one-session
meeting at church is an opportunity to learn
about baptism and ongoing opportunities
for nurturing faith and also meet other
individuals and families at the same point in
their faith journey. An upcoming Baptism
class will be held on Sunday, June 19, at
1 0 : 4 5  A . M .  R e g i s t e r  a t
www.trinity-ec.org/baptism.phtml
   Upcoming dates available for baptisms
are: May 8, 22, 29; June 12, 26; July 24, 31.
If you have questions about preparing for
your child's baptism, or you are an adult
who desires to be baptized, please contact
Pastor Sarah at sarah@trinity-ec.org
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Women’s Giving Circle
   Trinity's Women's Giving Circle met on Sunday, April 24, for its annual Spring

Membership Meeting. Attendees heard from several 2015 grant recipients,

including Jeanne Cooper, Pastor Sarah, Gary Rambo, and Pastor Mike Henry of

Plymouth Street Ministry, who shared how they are using the funds provided by

the Women's Giving Circle in 2015.  

   Now it is time to look forward to awarding grants in 2016.  Beginning May 1,

the Women's Giving Circle is accepting grant applications online.  Grant criteria

will focus on the following:

• Support for basic human needs.

• Promotion of health and wellness (spirit, mind,

body).

• Education to advance the quality of life.

• Support for the arts in ministry.

• Meeting needs of the elderly.

• Encouraging self-sufficiency for women and

girls.

• Support for families in need.

   If you are part of a program that fits within these

criteria, consider applying for a grant from the Women's Giving Circle.

Applications must be submitted by September 1, 2016.  

   In order to award grants, the Women's Giving Circle needs you to become a

member!  With an annual gift of $250, you will help further the mission of the

Women's Giving Circle. You may make your gift at any time in 2016, but only
funds received by June 30 will be available toward grants awarded in the fall of

2016. Please consider making your contribution before June 30. Membership

forms can be found in the lobby or at www.trinity-ec.org under the Endowment

tab. Please make your check payable to Trinity Lutheran Church with memo:

Women's Giving Circle. Thank you!

In the Mail
Dear Women's Giving Circle,

   Thank you very much for the $500 grant awarded to Soles for Special Souls!

Your generosity helped put smiles on the faces of several children (and parents)

when they received their new winter boots. Soles for Special Souls distributed

boot vouchers at Trinity's Food Pantry and through the counselors at Flynn and

Robbins Elementary Schools.  Your generous grant provided 15 of the 91 pairs

of boots that were given to elementary school kids.  I look forward to sharing

more details of this mission of Trinity at your WGC meeting in April.  

With gratitude, Dan Helgeson, Soles for Special Souls

Women’s Chippewa 
Valley Conference Retreat
   It's time to think about the Women's Retreat.  Save the dates of August 17 and

18 to join other conference women at beautiful Luther Park. The speaker will be

Natalia Peterson, an author and humorist. She is the author of “I'm Not the

Pastor's Wife, I'm Just Married to Him.” Join with the others for two days of fun

and faith. The foot soaks will be back along with card making, self-defense,

swimming, and pontoon rides. Registration forms are on the Women's Bulletin

Board in the hallway. The cost is $30 for one day or $60 for both days. 

Women's Summer
Bible Study

    This summer’s women’s Bible study is

“Stepping Up: A Journey Through the Psalms

of Ascent” by Beth Moore. This is an in-depth

study of Psalms 120–134; psalms of

sojourners, pilgrims going to worship God

three times a year at feasts in Jerusalem.  This

Bible study leads fellow travelers to strive to

reach a new level of relationship and intimacy

with God. A Beth Moore study is geared to

that special woman who perhaps has never

done an in-depth study. Beth is both funny

and inspiring.  

   Each participant will need a copy of the

member book. The cost of the book is $13.00.

We will have thirty books available. After

they are spoken for, participants will be

responsible for acquiring their own book.

Books will be given out on the first day of

class. Please sign up at Clipboard Central with

your name, phone number, and if you  want a

book. Class will begin on Monday, June 20, at
1:30 P.M. This is a seven week study. There

will be no class July 4 or July 25. Everyone is

invited! You need not be a member of Trinity

to attend. 

Circle Listings
Deborah

Thursday, May 19, 9:30 A.M. Trinity 

Hostess: Nancee Burbank/Leader:

Barbara Johnson

Miriam

Wednesday, May 18, 9:30 A.M.  Trinity 

Hostess: Joan Harris and Jeanann Stone

/Leader: Group

Ruth

Tuesday, May 17, 1:30 P.M.

Hostess: Pam Burrows, 3313 Garner

Street/Leader: Group

May Friendship Group
   The Friendship Group will meet on May 11.

We will meet at 11:30 A.M. at Grizzly's for

lunch. After lunch, we will meet in the Trinity

chapel for a short business meeting at 1:00

P.M. Our guest speaker will be Lynn Buske

who will present a program on our new

liturgical dance team. All are welcome to join

us.
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From the Desk of Jeanne Cooper
   Just yesterday, Kurt asked me if I wanted to say any words at the fast

approaching May 1 celebration of our joint ministry at Trinity. I really would love

to be able to do just that, but I know that my emotions are already rising to tears.

So, you won’t see me addressing the congregation that day, but I will be

worshiping with you and thanking you for 33 amazing years. I truly feel God

called me to this ministry in the early ‘80's when Pastor Jack Olson suggested I

apply. I remember how excited I was to join the staff. The years have been filled

with joyous moments with Noah’s Ark children, Trinity children and youth,

teaching partners, congregational friends, HIS worship leaders, GLS friends, Day

Camp fun, and VBS joy! All these are the measure of Trinity’s ministries and the

affect they have had on my life, my family, our congregation, our city, and

beyond. I give thanks to Pastor Jack for his initial employment and years of

support. Pastor Kurt’s and Mary Schoenknecht’s friendships have molded me and

guided me over the years for which I am so grateful. I am so thankful to all the

Pastors I’ve shared years with. I have been

blessed by their leadership.

   My partners in the classroom—Ginny

Lien, Jill Kasmarek, and Marlee

Knickerbocker—have blessed my life

daily. Trinity’s amazing office staff has

supported me with smiles in all our
endeavors together. Thank you Cindy,

Amber, Heather, and Gail. Sharing choirs

with Shirley Sands has been such a

blessing; we share the passion. New arrivers to Children’s Choirs, Corrine and

Liz, lift the youthfulness for me with the children as we praise with anthems

together. 

   Worshiping with you all, Trinity’s amazing, diverse, welcoming, and uplifting

congregation has enriched me personally and professionally. I have grown in my

own faith through our many wonderful experiences together. It’s been an amazing

journey.

   I  include my thanks to my beautiful grandchildren (Olivia, Jack, Ruby, Maddie,

and Wes) who have all participated in day camps, preschool, and choirs with me.

Talk about a blessing! I also thank my boys who grew up here at Trinity (Andy

& Paula, Jon & Meg). We are a blessed family who continue to be a part of

Trinity’s mission and ministry.  

   And above all, I thank our God for it all. I’ll see you all in worship and in our

ministries in the years ahead. I’m just stepping down from this special home,

Noah’s Ark Preschool. Blessings to Marlee as she leads this ministry into the next

years. Also blessings to Jill and Ginny as the Noahs’ Ark team works together to

continue the mission.

Hugs everyone, 

Jeanne

 

Received in March

Memorials & Gifts

Jeanne Cooper Preschool Scholarship Fund

C In memory of Ruth Lien: Jeanne Cooper

Food Pantry Fund

C In memory of Marian Gesche: Gordon &

Sandra Holzhueter

C In honor of Pastor Jim Page: Todd &

Peggy Munden

C In memory of Carl Higgins: Donna

Bergquist

Memorial Fund

C In memory of Carl Higgins: Corinne

Charlson

C In memory of Jane Brantner: Carol

Hollister

C In memory of Vernon Purchatzke: Azura

Memory Care, Pat Garber

C In memory of Marge Thimke: Daniel &

Carolyn Johnson, Pat Hanson 

C In memory of Harold Drung: His Family

Children’s Bible Fund

C In honor of Pastor Jim Page: Kurt &

Kristine Lauer

C In memory of Marge Thimke: Rose

Sippel

Health Ministry Fund

C In honor of Ron & Yvonne Nixdorf:

Marion Nixdorf

General Operating Fund 

C In memory of Janet Strand: Carol

Hollister

Jeanne Cooper Preschool Scholarship

Fund

C In honor of Jeanne Cooper: Patty Kluver-

Hartman

Children’s Ministries Fund

C In memory of Carmen Lauger: Jim &

Sherry Jones

Harmony in Spirt Fund

C In memory of Eunice Vandenbos: Jeff &

Kathy Doering

Endowment Trust Fund

C In memory of Marge Thimke: Barbara

Vorhes

Handbell Choir Fund

C In memory of Marge Thimke: Ann Ayres
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Our Church Library
Turners Book Club Year End Meeting
   We have made it to the May Potluck Book Meeting! We will meet on Tuesday,

May 17, at 5:30 P.M. at the home of Pat Mertens, 640 Foxmoor Lane. We will

have dinner first and then discuss Prodigal Summer by Barbara Kingsolver. 

   This novel is a hymn to wildness that celebrates the prodigal spirit of human

nature, and of nature itself. It weaves together three stories of human love within

a larger tapestry of lives amid the mountains and farms of southern Appalachia.

Over the course of one humid summer, this novel's intriguing protagonists face

disparate predicaments but find connections to one another and to the flora and

fauna with which they necessarily share a place.  At the heart of these intertwined

narratives is a den of coyotes that have recently migrated into the region.

   There are no special expectations to participate in this group. You should feel

free to come whether you've finished the book or not. You can RSVP at

Clipboard Central. For more information, email Cindy Beck at

cindy@trinity-ec.org

Celebrate Children’s Book Week
   Trinity Library Committee members will offer a special promotion for Sunday

School classes on Sunday, May 8, to celebrate the week. Consider checking out

a book to share with a special young person in your life.

Summer Story Time for Young Children 
   Join Library members in the church library on Sunday mornings in June and

July following the 9:45 A.M. service where they will be on hand to read story

books. Children will receive prizes and have an opportunity to check out books.

Spring into 
Good Reading!
New Non-Fiction
• Children of Light by Karen J. Olson. Karen is

a local author and motivational speaker,
member of The Lutheran Church of the Good
Shepherd and mother to Ryan. In this book
she tells her story of raising a child with
multiple disabilities and shares with
caregivers how to take those first steps toward
balance. 

• Ragged Hope, Surviving The Fallout of Other
People’s Choices by Cynthia Ruchti. Ragged
Hope is an insightful and hope-giving guide to
assure the reader that God is ever present and God’s love is unwavering.

New VeggieTales DVD’s
   Parents/Grandparents: VeggieTale DVD’s

are well done, fun to watch, and present a

great life message to discuss with your

children. Check one out in our church library

and share with your special child.

• King George and the Ducky—A Lesson

in Selfishness

• Lyle the Kindly Viking—A Lesson in

Sharing

• The League of Incredible Vegetables—A

Lesson in Handling Fear

• Robin Good and His Not-So-Merry

Men—A Lesson in Handling Hurt

• Puppies and Guppies—Stories about

Responsibility and Kindness

• A Snoodle’s Tale—A Lesson in Self

Worth

• Beauty and the Beet—A Lesson in

Unconditional Love

• Minnesota Cuke and the Search for

Noah’s Umbrella—A Lesson Dealing

with Bullies

• Celery Night Fever—A Lesson in
Forgiveness

• Noah’s Ark—A Lesson in Trusting God

50 Books to Read 
Before You're 5

   These books are now available in our
Trinity Library! The American Academy of
Pediatrics released a new policy statement
urging policy makers and pediatricians to
become advocates for parents to read to
their children daily, beginning as early as
infancy. Library Committee members have
made this project a goal for 2016 and have
processed 50 books to have available for
check out. The books, a list recommended
by Books-A-Million, Inc., can be found on
the A framed book display. Look for a
bookmark list of the titles and for the
special 50 Books to Read Before You’re 5
label on the front covers of the books. We
hope you make this a goal in your families
to read to your young children—please feel
free to pick up our guide.
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Children’s Ministries
Noah’s Ark News
   Thank you, Trinity congregation, for your wonderful support of our most
recent Coffee Biscotti sale with The Coffee Grounds. Monies raised from this
sale, along with the generous gift in the fall of 2015 from the Women's
Giving Circle ($1,500), will move the project of a bathroom in the Noah's Ark
classroom ahead. We are also soliciting personal donations from anyone who
would like to help with this project. Just yesterday, I received $100 for the
facilities. 
   May is Noah's Ark's last month of school, but registration for the
2016–2017 school year continues. To date, our T/Th classes are full. Please
tell others about the M/W/F A.M . and P.M . classes for four and five year olds,
and refer them to our web page where specific information is listed. Mrs.
Knickerbocker and I will continue to partner on this project through July.
You have a wonderful new Preschool Director for the upcoming years, and
a retiring Preschool Director who has valued your support and friendship for
33 years.   
   Noah's Ark will wrap up the year with a "golf outing" to Action City on our
last two days of school, May 26 and 27. We celebrate a wonderful year of our
God at work with amazing children. We give thanks. The 2015–2016 children
have blessed our lives!
Hugs, Ms. “C”

Summer Programming
   We still have openings! Contact Sara Reed for more information at
sarar@trinity-ec.org or 715.832.6601 ext. 218.
• Trinity's Sports Camp: June 13–15 
• Camp Discovery: June 20–22
• Camp Come and Play (Session One) June 13–15
• Camp Discovery: June 20–22
• Camp Come and Play (Session Two) June 20-23
• Great Pretenders: June 27–29
• *NEW* Dancing for God: July 6–8
• Cook and Book/ Master Chef: July 11–13
• Tell the Good News: July 11–14
• Vacation Bible School: July 25–29

Luther Park Bible Camp
   It's not too late to sign up your child for a Luther Park Bible Camp experience.

The camp is located just 45 minutes north of Eau Claire off highway 53 in

Chetek. Camps are available for elementary, middle, and high school students.

Check out the website www/LutherPark.org for more information, available

dates, and registration, or pick up a form at the Youth Tool Bench outside of our

main office area. Trinity's Children's Ministries offers 25% off the registration

fee.  To make a request, contact Sara Reed at sarar@trinity-ec.org

2016 Vacation Bible School
"Friends in God's Word"

   VBS is scheduled for July 25–29 from 8:45

A.M.–12:00 P.M. This year, we will see how

great and amazing God's friends are! Join us

this summer to explore five Bible stories

about our amazing God: Naomi and Ruth,

Love Your Enemies, Four Friends, Lazarus,

Paul and Silas. The cost is a suggested $20

donation per child. VBS is for children who

are three through sixth grade. The Kick off

Event is Sunday, July 24, at the 9:45 A.M.

worship service. 

Staff Needed for VBS
   Teachers and student helpers are needed for

all grade levels. Please sign up on the poster

in the lobby on Sunday mornings or at the

Children's Ministries office during the week.

Contact Sara Reed for specific information at

7 1 5 . 8 3 2 . 6 6 0 1  o r  b y  e m a i l  a t

sarar@trinity-ec.org

Please Save!
   Time to think ahead to VBS 2016! We need

your ice cream buckets and lids! So treat

yourself to a little dessert and then bring the

clean bucket and lid to the Children's Ministry

office. Thank you! 
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YOUTH  MINISTRY
Youth Ministry Honors Lisa Goetz
   Since 2006 Lisa Goetz has served in our Youth Ministry and on
Wednesday, April 27, after the evening worship, she was honored for her
work. Through several transitions in leadership in this ministry, Lisa has been
a constant, enthusiastic, and cheerful supporter of our mission with youth!
Thank you Lisa and may God richly bless you.

Thank You!
   Over the past school year, youth have led the Wednesday Night Worship
Service through their talents and generosity. The Youth Ministry Team would
like to thank each and every one of them. 
• Thank you to all those who served as ushers. You did an outstanding job

with offering and communion. Your faces helped to light up the middle
of our week!

• Thank you projectionists and sound booth operators. Our services could
not run without your attention and presence each and every Wednesday.

• Thank you to all members of CrossWord. Your musical talents are
outstanding! Your leadership and dedication are a driving force for every
worship experience.

   Group Guides: Jamie Avery, Tracey Belmont, Nancy Boese, Lori Cruciani,
Jill Brandenburg, Sam Daily, Matt Gerber, Carrie Groseth, David Hesse,
Scott Hughes, Paul Karker, Shawn Kapanke, Melissa Kirschner, Emily
Nordlund, Michelle Parks, Tom Savaloja, Steve Secker, Larry Studt, Steve
Zainhofsky
   Mentors: Sherri Auleta, Colleen Berg, Jeff Bernhardt, Jill Brandenburg,
Julie Brown, Beth Crandell, Jill Fletcher, Deanna Fuller, Michelle Glaser,
Kay Hayden, Julie Hayes, Marti Hofer, Ruth Hujik, Anne Josephson, Steve
Josephson, Heather Kapanke, Toni Klawiter, Jackie Krumenauer, Kevin
Massey, Julie Moran-Schober, Christine Murphy, Shawn Newhouse, Kristi
Olsen, Brent Robinson, John Rush, Jon Schultz, Dave Solberg, Jeff Stoik,
Cindy Thompson, Michelle Umland, JoAnn Werk, David Zumwalt
  Teen Study Leaders: Linda Berg, Cassie Brenden, Lanette Hesse, Mary
Hanson, Rachel Studt, Kristin Holtman-Funk, Lisa McIntrye, Brenda Gyorfi,
Karen Myhre, Katie Kuenkel, Melinda Long
   High School Bible Study: Karen Rosolowski, Steve Nick, Matt Walukas 
  Youth Committee: Jennifer Geurts, Heather Kapanke, Matt Walukas,
Michelle Parks, Jill Brandenburg, Karen Rosolowski, John Moen

Easter
Breakfast
Sucess!

   Thank you to all of those who attended
the Easter Breakfast on Easter morning. We
served breakfast to 228 people. We would
also like to thank Thrivent Financial for
granting Trinity Youth Ministry a $250
Community Impact Card through the
Thrivent Action Team member benefit. The
grant was used to help purchase the
groceries for the breakfast meal. Youth will
use funds from the breakfast to help
financially support camp and retreat
opportunities such as the High School
Mission Trip to Denver this summer,
Summer Stretch and Luther Park. A tithe of
$83 will be given to the charity we work
with in Denver.

High School
Recognition

 Sunday Seniors
   You made it! You are FINALLY
graduating, and we want to help you
celebrate this wonderful transition in your
lives. Please join us on Sunday, May 22, at
either 8:15 A.M . or 9:45 A.M . services to
celebrate this incredible accomplishment
with your community of faith. We are so
proud of you!



# 9

Health Ministries
Dementia Friendly Congregation:
   In April Lisa Wells spoke at an Adult Forum on Dementia, of which
Alzheimer's is one kind. Along with statistics and the knowledge that
dementia is going to be even more prevalent in the future, she spoke about
being a "Dementia Friendly" organization. I'm sure most of us, if asked,
would say that we, as members of Trinity, are a Dementia Friendly
congregation and don't need a lot of training. Reality is we all can learn to do
better. A Trinity member shared with Lisa after the presentation that it was
getting more difficult to bring their spouse (with dementia) to church. The
reason is that the spouse with dementia likes to sit in the same spot each
Sunday. The last time they came to church someone was sitting in their spot.
The person sitting there did not want to move. The spouse with dementia got
angry. This was embarrassing and stressful for the caregiver spouse and
difficult for the spouse with dementia.
   So here are some tips for managing these situations:
1. I have business size cards from the ADRC for both caregivers (states the

person with me has dementia) and people with dementia (states I have
memory loss) that are free and can be used for public situations. Stop by
my office to pick them up!

2. There are booklets about community resources from the ADRC at both
Health Ministries bulletin boards.

3. If a person makes a request that seems unusual to you (asking to sit where
you are sitting), please be accommodating as there is probably more to
the situation than you know.

4. Do not correct or argue with a person who has dementia. Meet them
where they are at. If they think it is 1950, then it’s 1950, and you get the
blessing of reminiscing. 

5. If they are asking about a family member or friend who has died long
ago, try to redirect the conversation. If you tell them that "your mother
died 20 years ago," for them it is like hearing it for the first time. Think
how traumatic that is. Instead, ask what "mother" was like, favorite things
she did, and then move the conversation to another topic.

   Remember, people with dementia and their caregivers often are isolated
because of the difficulty of the situation. Isolation makes things worse for
both of them. We want them both coming to Trinity for as long as possible.
Vicki Dueringer, Parish Nurse

Red Cross Blood Drive! 
   It is Spring and time for our blood drive. Save the
date: Thursday, June 2, from 12:30 P.M .–6:30 P.M . in
the Trinity Room. In November we had 50 units
donated, and I am hoping we can match that. Go to
redcrossblood.org to learn about Rapid Pass, online
registration. One donor from November received a
call from the Red Cross that her blood was used for
someone in West Virginia. Donating blood is truly a life-saving act!

Fajita Turkey Burgers
   It’s grilling season! Put together these
fajita-inspired HEALTHY turkey burgers
for a speedy supper after a late-afternoon or
early-evening workout. Use prechopped
onion and bell pepper, if you prefer, so the
burgers come together even more quickly.
Garnish with fresh lettuce, tomato, and red
onion, if desired. 

Ingredients
• 1/4 cup  bottled tomatillo salsa   
• 2 tablespoons  chopped avocado   
• 1 tablespoon  chopped fresh cilantro   
• 1 cup of bread crumbs
• Cooking spray   
• ½ cup  finely chopped onion   
• ½ cup  finely chopped red bell pepper 
• ½ cup  finely chopped green bell

pepper   
• 2 teaspoons  fajita seasoning, divided  
• 1/4 teaspoon  salt, divided   
• 1 tablespoon  tomato paste   
• 1 pound  ground turkey   
• 1   egg white   
• 4   (1 ½-ounce) whole wheat hamburger

buns, toasted 

Preparation
• Combine tomatillo salsa, chopped

avocado, and cilantro; set aside.
• Heat a large nonstick skillet over

medium-high heat. Coat pan with
cooking spray. Add onion and bell
peppers; sauté 5 minutes or until tender.
Stir in 1/2 teaspoon fajita seasoning and
1/8 teaspoon salt. Cool.

• Combine breadcrumbs, onion mixture,
remaining 1½ teaspoons fajita
seasoning, remaining 1/8 teaspoon salt,
tomato paste, turkey, and egg white in
a large bowl. Using damp hands, divide
turkey mixture into 4 equal portions,
shaping each into a 3/4-inch-thick
patty.

• Rubbing the grates with oil before
preheating is important. Heat up the
grill to medium-high and sear on one
side for 6-8 minutes. The whole
cooking time is roughly 14-18 minutes.



# 10

Social Concerns
Friends of Flynn 

March Fund Appeal Goal
   The Friends of Flynn Committee thanks all those who donated to the recent
Friends of Flynn  Fund Appeal— $5,117 was received. These funds will help
support the weekend meal project, teacher appreciation, healthy snacks, and
emergency clothing needs for the 2016–2017 school year. 

Friends of Flynn 

May Book Drive 
   We believe that putting books in the hands of children not only encourages
a love of learning, but increases self-confidence. With many of the Flynn
families, the purchase of books is a luxury they cannot afford. As the students
leave for summer vacation, we want to provide each one with a new book to
take home and keep. Please consider donating new books for this project.
Look for the display in the lobby where you will find book lists. Thank you
for your continued support.  

Friends of Flynn 

Healthy Snacks
   Trinity's Friends of Flynn Committee helps the people of Trinity meet some
needs of the children at Flynn Elementary School. One of the areas where we
help is to provide healthy snacks during September and May. Trinity
members pack and deliver snacks twice a week during these months. If you
are willing to help or would like additional information, please call the church
office 715.832.6601 or email Ginny Lien at ginny@trinity-ec.org.
Contributions to the
Friends of Flynn Fund to
purchase healthy snacks
and provide for other
school needs are also
welcomed. Please make
checks payable to Trinity
Lutheran with memo:
Friends of Flynn. The
Flynn Elementary students
and staff are always
appreciative of our help.
Thank You!

Tour the 
Beacon House

   The Beacon House is a shelter serving
families and pregnant women who are
temporarily homeless, or at risk of
homelessness, by providing resources for
emergency assistance, stabilization, and
prevention. Trinity provides volunteer
support for the Beacon House four times a
year. If you would like to learn more about
the Beacon House, Executive Director,
Kelly Christianson will be providing tours
of the shelter and sharing information about
its programs to anyone who is interested in
attending. The dates and times of the
upcoming tours are:
• May 3, 5:15 P.M .
• May 17, 12:00 P.M .
C May 24 5:15 P.M .
   If you are interested in attending any of
these dates, please contact the Beacon
House at ecihn@sbcglobal.net or
715.834.4357.

New Food Pantry
Coordinator Hired 

   We are pleased to announce that Trinity
member Faye Ryszkiewicz has been hired
as the Food Pantry Coordinator. Faye is
excited to serve in this important part of
Trinity's mission which touches the people
of  the community. She brings
organizational and communication skills
with knowledge of teamwork from owning
her own small business, Fryszki's Country
Gardens. Faye and her husband Ken have
been members of Trinity since 1999, and
she has been a Sunday School teacher for
m a n y  y e a r s .  C o n t a c t  h e r  a t
faye@trinity-ec.org. 

Charity Miles 
   Get this app and give while you work out.
The app donates .25 cents to the
organization of your choice for every mile
you walk or run (or .10 cents a mile if you
bike). And you don't pay ... donations are
made by the app's corporate sponsors
(charitymiles.org). 
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• Please submit all articles for the Tidings electronically in MS Word, Corel WP format, or in the body of an email. Submit to:
cindy@trinity-ec.org 

• All submissions must be your own work. Any copyrighted material (code, images, or otherwise) must include written permission
from the original source.

• Deadline for the June Newsletter is May 17.

“Serving in Christ’s Love and Sharing the Good News” 

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Trinity Lutheran Church, 1314 East Lexington Blvd, Eau Claire WI 54701  

Phone: (715) 832.6601 •  Fax: (715) 832.6700 • Web Page: trinity-ec.org 

Congregational President

Mary Jo Hanson

   

Pastors

Kurt Jacobson kurt@trinity-ec.org   

715.828.5092 

  

Sarah Semmler Smith sarah@trinity-ec.org

715.827.1230

Brahm Semmler Smith brahm@trinity-ec.org

715.827.1220

Noah's Ark Pre-School 

Jeanne Cooper, Director noahsark@trinity-ec.org

Ginny Lien ginny@trinity-ec.org 

Jill Kasmarek jkasmarek@att.net 

Marlee Knickerbocker jknick6054@aol.com 

 Children’s Ministry Leadership Team

Sara Reed sarar@trinity-ec.org

Children’s Ministry Director

Alicia Strozinsky alicia@trinity-ec.org

Children’s Ministry Assistant

Nursery Attendants

Malissa Dahlstrom

Katherine Awve

Youth Ministry Leadership Team

Cassie Brenden cassie@trinity-ec.org

Youth Ministry Coordinator

Lisa Goetz lisa@trinity-ec.org

Youth Ministry Assistant 

Food Pantry Coordinator

Faye Ryszkiewicz faye@trinity-ec.org

Health Ministry

Vicki Dueringer vickid@trinity-ec.org

Parish Nurse

Pat Garber garberpa@uwec.edu

Visitation Ministry Director

Worship & Music Ministry 

Shirley Sands shirley@trinity-ec.org

Worship & Music Director

Gary Rambo—Trinity Choir

  Ryan Poquette—Trinity Tollers

Kris & Brian Pressler—Worship Music Leaders

Drew Brandenburg—CrossWord Youth Band 

Jeanne Cooper—God's Little Singers

 Corrine Gransee Paral—Children's Choir

Liz Drayton—Totally Joyous Christians

Building & Grounds Team

Don Peterson

Sheri Buening

Ministry Support 

Gail Brian gail@trinity-ec.org

Financial Ministry Assistant

 

Amber Moltzau amber@trinity-ec.org

Office Administrator

 

Heather Day heatherd@trinity-ec.org

Web Coordinator/Ministry Assistant

  

Cindy Beck cindy@trinity-ec.org

IT/Ministry Assistant

World Missions

Maranatha Church in Kingston, Jamaica

Blantyre Lutheran Parish in Malawi, Africa 
Jacqueline & Patrick Bencke, Japan

mailto:brahm@trinity-ec.org
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