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Worship Times Grow
   Beginning the week of September 10, Trinity resumes its schedule of four
weekly worship opportunities. Plan to worship often this coming school
year. Worship opportunities are:
 Sundays at 8:15 A.M. in the Worship Center.
 Sundays at 9:45 A.M. in the Worship Center.
 Sundays at 10:30 A.M. in the Chapel (south side of the building).
 Wednesdays at 6:30 P.M. in the Worship Center.  

Colorful Quilt Display 
   On Sunday, September 17, our sanctuary will display colorful quilts which
will be dedicated and prayed for by our congregation at first two morning
services. The Trinity Quilters transform fabric into gifts of beauty that
provide warmth, shelter, and comfort to people in need. Some of this year’s 
quilts, along with sewn backpacks and assembled health kits, will be
distributed to homeless veterans, or veterans at risk of being homeless, at a
special event occurring at the Eau Claire Exposition Center, on September
21. More than half of Wisconsin's homeless veterans (estimated at 2,000)
live in the northern part of Wisconsin. The Quilters have also given quilts
to the homeless in the ECASD, the Bolton Refuge House, Mission Jamaica,
the Luther Park Auction, and  Lutheran World Relief. The Quilters meet on
the second and fourth Tuesday of each month in the lobby at 9:00 A.M. You
are invited  to join them for fellowship and fun while you work on a worthy
cause.

Join Us
   If you're looking for a church home, please consider Trinity. We have great
ministries and a compelling mission with many ways for you to engage the
abilities God has given you and to grow in faith. "Discover Trinity" is the
one evening event that brings newcomers into the life of Trinity. Our next
class is Sunday, October 15, at 11:00 A.M. For more information, contact
Pastor Sarah Semmler Smith at sarah@trinity-ec.org

God's Work. 
Our Hands. 

   Trinity will join Lutheran churches
throughout North America in a day of
community service on October 22.  Trinity
volunteers will work throughout the
community of Eau Claire in service to the
hungry, the homeless, our children, our
elders, our veterans, and in the care our
earth. We will also have teams available for
projects that beautify our worship spaces. A
a free-will offering during a church-wide
lunch will support larger world issues by
donating funds to national and regional
organizations in support of women.
   All members and friends of Trinity are
invited to sign-up as individuals, families,
or teams to engage in meaningful work with
other people of similar passions and
interests. Event sign-up will begin on
September 24 and be available online as
well as in the church lobby. All participants
are asked to provide a minimum donation of
$10 per person to cover the cost of t-shirts
and materials. 
   Are you interested in being part of our
organizing committee or serving as a
project lead person? Lucinda Kemmet,
Coordinator of Community Connections, is
looking for spirited, organized volunteers to
take the lead on specific projects. Please
contact Lucinda at lucinda@trinity-ec.org
to help!
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CREATE
   “What Is God Making in Your Life?” is this year's fall
stewardship theme. We have a creative God, THE
Creator, who is always giving us the gifts and tools to
be our best—even when we don't see it or feel it clearly. 
   What is God asking you to create? How are you being inspired to respond
to Jesus' great gifts of grace and love? Is this the year that you create
confidence in your speech so you can share your faith story? Is now the time
when you offer your time to share love in the world? Can you create space
in your life to listen carefully to the Creator? Perhaps today your family will
create a savings fund to be used to help others or support a ministry through
Trinity? 
   This fall you'll see, in print and on video, fellow Trinity people being
stewards in their lives and how they share their Time, Talent, Treasure,
Testimony, and Temple (the body) in the service of Jesus Christ. What is
God creating and doing in your life?

CREATE
“What Is God Making in Your Life?”
   Feelings. Our commitment to Trinity and its mission of “Serving in
Christ's Love and Sharing the Good News” is inspired by feelings; feelings
that we can help provide for others and the feelings we experience ourselves
because of this commitment. As part of the Trinity supported men's group
in Jamaica, Wayne witnessed the joy and excitement of the children when
they played on the new swing sets the team had constructed.  He saw the
delight and appreciation on the faces of the adults as the team was working
to build offices at Jabneh Academy.   
   As a food pantry volunteer, Mary Jo experiences the comfort and
contentedness that our food pantry guests feel when they are provided food,
conversation, and friendly faces at our Trinity Food Pantry. When we
volunteer our time, it is a joy to witness these feelings first hand. We know,
as well, that an abundance of positive feelings and enriched lives are made
possible by our monetary gifts to Trinity. These gifts help provide for a
talented staff that strives to serve others in so many ways: a thought
provoking sermon, exceptional programming for all ages, prayerful music,
comfort for those in need. Our financial gifts help support our church
facility, a welcoming and uplifting gathering place for hundreds each week.
Outside of our church community, our financial gifts bring feelings of hope
to those in need through Trinity's outreach to children at Flynn School, to
those who suffer from hunger and homelessness, and in so many other ways.
Reflecting on the significant and countless ways that the generous people of
Trinity Lutheran make a difference for others, and the small part that we
contribute to this mission, warms our hearts.  It is a wonderful feeling to be
part of this vital and dynamic Christ centered organization. For us, Trinity
is a place of love, and there is no greater feeling.    
   Mary Jo & Wayne Hanson

Strategic Planning 
To Begin

   The Congregation Council has authorized
the beginning of a strategic planning
process to review, evaluate, and revise the
previous plan of 2012. The recent property
survey is part of this plan, and the plan will
include input from the whole congregation
in the months ahead, with a presentation
goal of the 2018 Annual Congregation
Meeting. 

Property 
Acquisition Update

   The recently donated land between East
Lexington and Clairemont is experiencing
some clearing of dead brush at the west end
of the parking lot. The future of the land
will be determined through conversation
with the Property Committee, the strategic
planning process, and input from the
congregation. It is expected that nothing
substantive will happen until Spring of
2018.

Baptizing Your Babies
   Parents with children they desire to have
baptized anytime March–May are invited to
register now for the Baptism Class on
Monday, September 18, at 6:00 P.M. in the
lobby. This class will answer practical
questions about the baptism day, provide
important resources for fostering faith in the
home, and connect you with other parents
of young children at Trinity. Childcare is
available. You may sign up for the class
online through Trinity's website at
trinity-ec.org/baptism.phtml

Mobile Giving
   Did you know that nearly 25% of our
congregation gives their financial gifts
through our website or the Give+ app? If
you would like to join that group, check our
website, www.trinity-ec.org, at the "Give
Now" button. Or, go to the App Store or
Google Play and search "GivePlus Church."
Download for FREE. 
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Hello Trinity!
   I have had a summer of adventure. It began with a trip to Equador and the
Galapagos Islands. I loved being with my kids' on their first trip out of the
USA. Our first laugh at ourselves as foreign travelers was the night of our
arrival when we realized we were accidently eating at a Lebanese restaurant.
The shawarma was delicious,  and we had great conversation with our waiter
and the proprietor. The islands that inspired Darwin have many unique
species of flora and fauna including giant tortoises, blue footed birds, and
iguanas that swim and eat underwater. Creation is amazing!
   The next big adventure was VBS at Trinity! What fun! I enjoyed joining
in worship, making a stepping stone with the fifth graders, eating snacks,
sewing with the quilting projects and snacking with the VBS Grandparents!
Kudos to the organizers for a well prepared and run event! It is exciting to
see so many people working together to grow in faith and love for each other
and the world around us.
   My family then flew to Washington D.C. to see some of our national sites.
We took tours to Arlington Cemetery, Mt. Vernon, and Gettysburg. Being
nature lovers, we especially enjoyed the Smithsonian Museum of Natural
History and the National Zoo. Pandas really are super adorable! My family
had to drag me out of the Spy Museum which was a mix of 007, James
Bond, memorabilia and commentary and real life gadgets, codes,
surveillance equipment, and stories of spies throughout history. I am grateful
to the Lily Foundation that gave a grant for my husband's sabbatical, making
all the travel possible.
   The adventure continues as I explore what it means to be a pastor at
Trinity. The staff welcomed me warmly and are taking the time to talk with
me one on one. I enjoyed celebrating my installation and appreciate the
lovely receptions. I am trying hard to take in all the
information about what gets done at Trinity, and when
and how it gets done. Today, I learned that one of my
strengths is Woo, which stands for "winning others
over." I will let you be the judge of the accuracy of this
assessment. I can tell you that Trinity has won me over
with the greatest of ease. 

Pastor Natalie

The Friendship Group
   The Friendship Group will meet in the Chapel at 10:00 A.M. on September
13. The program will be presented by Sharry Hebert of the Trinity Food
Pantry and Lucinda Kemmet,  Coordinator of Community Connections. 
They will be discussing projects our group can do. Lunch will be on our own
at Perkins.
   Looking ahead to October, the Friendship Group will host a bus trip to
Historic Stillwater, Minnesota, on October 11. The bus will leave Trinity’s
parking lot at 9:00 A.M. Once we arrive, we will tour the historic city. Lunch
will be at the German restaurant "Gasthause."  Food selections must be made
at the time of sign up. The cost is $60 made payable to Trinity Friendship
Group. To make a reservation(s), please call Linda at 715.836.7719.

Received July 2017
Memorials & Gifts

• Children’s Bible Fund • In memory
of Justin Schaller: Jim & Sherry Jones

• Endowment Trust Fund • In memory
of Jim Ludwigson: Jon & Maureen
Homstad, Tom Rouse, Jim & Marge
Oleson, Glen & Bev Tamke

• Library Fund • In memory of Jim
Ludwigson: Tom & Monika Fiedler,
Norb & Helen Wurtzel, Steve & Ann
Nelson, Jerry & Joanne Dow, Barbara
Lee, Sandra Jacobson, Richard Wendt,
Ann Felton

• Vacation Bible School Fund • In
memory of Gary Schultz: Linda
Schultz

• Health Ministries Fund • In memory
of Sue Vance: Carla Brandrup

• St. John’s Bible Fund • In memory of
Jim Ludwigson: Dick Cable

• Food Pantry Fund • In memory of
Jim Ludwigson: Roger & Marilyn
Engen, Gary & Mary Rambo, Orville
& Shirley Anderson, Jeffrey & Kathy
Doering, Char Finseth, Ron & Yvonne
Nixdorf, Ann Ayres, Leatrice Solberg,
Ken & LuAnn Miller, Karen Metzgar,
Barbara Tischer, John & Nancee
Burbank, Dave & Jeanette Suchla

• Memorial Fund • In memory of Jim
Ludwigson: Anna Trullinger

Prayer Link  
   You are invited to join Prayer Link and
begin praying for others who ask for
prayers from the pastors, staff, and
members who've agreed to pray for others.
When you join Prayer Link, you will
receive prayer requests via email or phone
message. Then you pray wherever and
whenever you can! We'll provide you a
monthly update of prayers and some
inspiration for your praying.
   Note your willingness via the Prayer Link
on the homepage of trinity-ec.org or email
Becky Ragsdale at becky@trinity-ec.org
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Men's Mission Trip 2018
    Men! We have an annual
January mission trip to Jabneh
Christian Academy on the
island of Jamaica, and plans
are underway for the trip in
2018. If you're interested in
learning more about this trip,
please email Pastor Brahm at
brahm@trinity-ec.org  There will be an informational meeting at the
Firehouse on Thursday, September 7, at 7:00 P.M. The deadline for sign-up
and deposit is Monday, September 18.

Make a Difference and Make Memories
Spring Break in Jamaica!
Cross-Generational Mission Trip 2018
   Plans are underway for a mission trip to Jabneh Christian Academy,
Grange Hill, Jamaica for March 16–23, 2018. This trip is open to men,
women, young adults, youth, and children (fourth grade and older) and will
feature a combination of cultural emersion experiences and service projects
in the school/local community. Jabneh Christian Academy has a record of
improving the lives and educational outcomes of children with special needs
and is a beacon for the surrounding community and literacy initiatives.
Could God be calling you to a vacation with a purpose this year? The trip is
open to the first 20 participants who complete the application and provide
a $750 deposit by October 2, 2017. All interested are invited to an
informational meeting at Trinity Lutheran on Sunday, September 24, at 9:00
A.M. in the Chapel, or you may contact Pastor Sarah Semmler Smith any
time at sarah@trinity-ec.org with questions. 

New Global Mission Board 
   The world is God's workshop, and Trinity has a clear commitment to
carrying out our mission of "Serving in Christ's Love and Sharing the Good
News" beyond our nation's borders. Over the years, Trinity has enjoyed
relationships with partners in Jamaica, Malawi, and Japan, and our global
mission reach has been extended through ministries like quilting, God's
Global Barnyard, LWR care kits, and more. 
   With council approval, a group of Trinity members, passionate about
international service, have proposed the formation of a Trinity Global
Mission Board. Made up of both staff and members, the board would accept
the tasks of formalizing Trinity mission requests and ensure successful
service experiences aligned with Trinity's core mission and vision. The
overall goal is both the growth and stability of this area of ministry across
transitions and time. 
   If you have interest in the work of this new board, you are invited to an
informational meeting on Sunday, September 17, at 9:00 A.M. in the Trinity
Room. If you have questions, please contact Darrin Schober
(schoberdarrin@gmail.com) or Pastor Sarah (sarah@trinity-ec.org or
715.832.6601). 

Circle Listings
Deborah

Thursday, September 21, 9:30 A.M.
Trinity 
Hostess: Pat Hanson
Leader: Joyce Davis

Martha/Mary
Tuesday,  , 6:30 P.M. Trinity
Hostess: 
Leader: 

Miriam
Wednesday, September 20, 9:30 A.M. 
Trinity 
Hostess: Jeannie Boring & Bev Tamke
Leader: Mary Schoenknecht

Ruth
Tuesday, September 19,1:30 P.M

Hostess: Char Finseth, 1715 Chumas
Drive, Eau Claire
Leader: 

Women's Retreat
   The ELCA Women's Retreat was held at
Luther Park in Chetek August 16–17.  We
had 74 women attend: 11 were first timers.
There were eight women from Trinity
Lutheran. 
   The speaker was Laura Sandretti from
Milwaukee. She spoke on "Our Problem
Zone: Why We Can't Lose the Weight of
Guilt” from Romans 7. On Thursday, Laura
spoke on "Help I've Fallen and I Can't Get
Up. What to Do When Faith Is
Disappointing." Pastor Jamie Brieske from
Immanuel Lutheran Church led the
communion worship service.
   Retreat particpants enjoyed foot soaks,
water aerobics, games, pontoon rides, and
wagon rides. The offering of $625 was
divided as follows: 1/2  to WELCA, 1/4 to
Feed My People, and 1/4 for PV for
Phoebe, Liberia (solar panels to run the
hospital generators.) Next year’s retreat will
be August 15 and 16. We hope to see you
there! 

Save the date for the
Annual Advent Tea!

Monday, December 4!
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JOIN A MUSIC TEAM
   "Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy."
Join one of Trinity's Music Teams this fall to shout your praises!
Opportunities exist for everyone, any age and any ability level, to participate
in our exciting worship life at Trinity. Call the following numbers to receive
more information, or just show up for a rehearsal. No auditions are required.
Everyone will feel welcome in a choir.

Children’s Choirs
Our Family Pizza Dinner Event will be Wednesday, September 6, at  5:00 
P.M. You may also register online at trinity-ec.org/register.phtml All
Children’s Choir Rehearsals begin on Wednesday, September 13.
• God's Little Singers: This choir is for Pre-Kindergarten and

Kindergarten children. Rehearsals are held in the Noah’s Ark Preschool
room from 5:00 P.M.–6:15 P.M. The choir director is Jeanne Cooper.
She can be reached at 715.832.6601 ext 207 or jeanne@trinity-ec.org

• Jesus And Me: This choir is for children in grades 1 and 2. Rehearsals
are held in the Choir Room 507 from 5:00 P.M.–6:15 P.M. The choir
director is Corinne Gransee Paral. She can be reached at 715.839.9173
or cgranseeparal@mac.com

• Totally Joyous Christians: This choir is for children in Grades 3–6.
Rehearsals are held in the Choir Room 507 from 4:15 P.M.–4:55 P.M.
The choir director is Liz Drayton. She can be reached at 608.514.4143
or draytonea@gmail.com

Celebration Singers
   This choir is for youth in Grades 7–8. Choir rehearsals begin on
Wednesday, September 13, in the Choir Room 507 from 7:15 P.M.–8:00 P.M.
Registration is Wednesday, September 6, at Club 78 Orientation at 7:15  P.M.
or come to the first rehearsal. The choir director is Corinne Gransee Paral.
She can be reached at 715.839.9173 or cgranseeparal@mac.com

CrossWord Youth Band 
   The CrossWord Youth Band is for students in Grades 7–12. The youth
band leads Wednesday Worship during the school year. Band rehearsals
begin on Wednesday, September 6, in the Worship Center at 5:30 P.M. with
a Pizza Party. The director is Drew Brandenburg. He can be reached at
715.833.8591 or drewjill@gmail.com

Trinity Tollers Handbell Choir 
   The Trinity Tollers handbell choir is for students in Grade 7 through
adults. Bell rehearsals begin on Tuesday, September 5, in Worship Center
from 6:15 P.M.–8:00 P.M. The director is Ryan Poquette. He can be reached
at 715.552.5266 or ryan@creation27.com

Harmony In Spirit Worship Team 
   This worship team is for students in Grade 9 through adults. HIS leads the
9:45 A.M. Sunday worship service vocally and instrumentally each week.

Rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 7:15  P.M.
in the Worship Center beginning September
6. The director is Shirley Sands. She can be
reached at 715.832.6601 ext 214 or 
shirley@trinity-ec.org

Trinity Choir 
   This choral group is for students in grade
nine through adults. Choir rehearsals begin
on Thursday, September 7, at 7:00  P.M. in
the  Choir Room 507. The Trinity Choir
welcomes and invites you to join the group
this fall. The prophet Isaiah reminds us that
"–we will sing songs all the days of our life
in the house of the Lord." Isaiah 38:20. We
are in need of singers in all voice ranges.
We welcome "snow birds," singers with
busy schedules and occasional conflicts,
and offer a special invitation to new
members of Trinity. If you have any
questions, please contact Trinity Choir
Director Gary Rambo at 715.832.4429. 

Trinity Liturgical 
Dance Team

   We have two Liturgical Dance Teams this
fall for people of every age who are seeking
to help spread God's message through
movement. No experience is necessary. 
The director is Lynn Buske. She can be
reached at 715.514.4648.
• Youth Dance Team (ages 7 and up)

will rehearse on Sundays from 4:00
P.M.–5:00 P.M. in the Worship Center.
Rehearsals begin on Sunday,
September 10.

• Adult Dance Team will rehearse on
Sundays from 5:00 P.M.–6:30 P.M. in
the Worship Center. Rehearsals begin
on Sunday, September 10
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ADULT GROWTH
        
Praying in Color
   Sometimes our prayers can feel stale or we find ourselves
antsy or distracted while praying. Growing in our prayer life
often means trying new ways of praying. "Praying in Color"
might be the next step in your faith journey. Pastor Natalie
will lead a three session opportunity to explore this form of
prayer. If you can doodle, you can "Pray in Color." Our first session will be
an introduction and experience of this prayer form. The following sessions
will be opportunities to pray with a particular focus: praying for others, and
contemplating scripture in color. Come and pray in the Fireside Room on
September 28, October 12, and October 19.

Yoga “Stretch and Pray”
   If you are looking for a healthful way to begin your week and center
yourself and your relationship with God, this opportunity may be for you.
You're invited to join Trinity member Lynn Buske for Yoga this October and
November. Lynn is a lifelong Lutheran and has been practicing yoga for the
past twenty years. As Director of BaredFeet, Co. (a local wellness
non-profit), she has taught yoga classes to all ages. She looks forward to a
place where she can fuse Christian faith with the life-giving practice of yoga.
On Monday nights this fall, from 6:30 P.M.–7:30 P.M., she will lead Yoga
and Prayer in our Trinity Room. All experience levels are welcome and you
do not have to be a Trinity member to participate! Cost is free, or you are
invited to give a free will donation to the Trinity Women's Giving Circle. No
pre-registration is necessary. Invite a friend! Contact Lynn Buske at
lynnchristianson@gmail.com with questions.

Thursday Morning Text Study
   Join a group of early risers on Thursday mornings from 7:00 A.M.–8:30
A.M. in Room 208. This group comes together for a pastor led study on the
upcoming Sunday morning texts. Coffee is provided, and the group brings
breakfast treats weekly.

Women's Circle Meetings
   The Women’s Circles meet monthly, and anyone is welcome to join them.
Pick the day and time that best fits your schedule!
• Deborah: Third Thursday of each month at 9:30 A.M. at Trinity. Next

meeting is September 21.
• Martha/Mary: Third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. at Trinity.

Next meeting is September 19. 
• Miriam: Third Wednesday of each month at 9:30 A.M. at Trinity. Next

meeting is September 20. 
• Ruth: Third Tuesday of each month at 1:30 P.M in homes. Next meeting

is September 19. 
   For more information about any of the circles, please call the church office
at 715.832.6601.

"Lutherans in the New World"
   On Mondays, September 11 and 18, Pastor

Peter will present "Lutherans in the New

World." This is  a brief look at how the Lutheran

presence powerfully impacted colonial life and

shaped the American political system. We'll

meet at 7:00 P.M. in the Fireside Room for about

90 minutes each time. 

For Families
The Faith 5 Experience! 

   Most parents want to pass on a solid faith to

their children and set themselves up for a close

relationship with them into their adolescence and

beyond. Many of us, however, are never given

concrete steps as to “how.” This fall, Pastor

Sarah wants to introduce one tool that she's

discovered, will help do all of that—and it's

something families are probably doing already,

in some form—a simple bedtime routine. 

   The “tool” is called Faith 5, and it forms faith,

creates children who are communicators and

know empathy, and can grow you closer as a

family. Since it takes at least 30 some days to

form a habit, Pastor Sarah is inviting Trinity

families to give Faith 5 a test run together this

fall! Will your family join her in this “holy

experiment?” 

• Sunday, September 24, from 11:00

A.M.–12:30 P.M. • Potluck One • The group

will gather for an old fashioned potluck and

learn the basics of Faith 5 together.

• Monday, October 9, from 5:30–7:00 P.M.

•  Pizza Night • Learn the next steps of Faith

5 and debrief with one another on how the

experiment is going so far. 

• Sunday October 29, from 11:00

A.M.–12:30 P.M.  • Potluck Two •  We'll

come together one more time to process and

celebrate what this “holy experiment” has

meant to our families. 

   Childcare will be provided! The cost is $10 per

family to cover the pizza night. More

information about  Fa i th 5  is  a t

http://www.faith5.org or contact Pastor Sarah at

sarah@trinity-ec.org  Sign up today, either at

Trinity's Website (use the blue “Register Here”

button) or at Clipboard Central. 
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 SOCIAL MINISTRIES
If Your Gardens Plentiful?
   If your garden is producing more than you can consume, please remember
that Trinity's Food Pantry will gladly distribute your abundance. Deliver
produce by noon on Mondays, Tuesdays, or Thursdays to the pantry
entrance. Contact Sharry Hebert, Food Pantry Coordinator, at
sharry@trinity-ec.org for more information.

What is Friends of Flynn? 
   Trinity has a wonderful partnership with Flynn Elementary to help address
the needs of children. Many students enrolled at Flynn qualify for the federal
free or reduced lunch program. The need is great, but we can help! As the
school year begins, we will once again deliver weekend meals to over 90
low-income students each week. We will provide books, boots and shoes,
clothing, school supplies, and healthy snacks at different times throughout
the year and will look for new ways to support the students and teachers.
Join us! We welcome financial donations (indicate FOF on your gift) as well
as your gifts of time and prayers. 
   Healthy Snacks • One of the areas where we help is providing healthy
snacks during September and May. Trinity members pack and deliver snacks
twice a week during these months. If you are willing to help or would like
additional information, please contact Ginny Lien at ginny@trinity-ec.org 
   Contributions to the Friends of Flynn Fund to purchase healthy snacks and
provide for other school needs are also welcomed. Please make checks
payable to Trinity Lutheran with memo: Friends of Flynn. The Flynn
Elementary students and staff are always appreciative of our help. Thank
You! 

Drivers Needed
  Drivers are needed through the school year to pick up weekend children’s
meals from Feed My People on Friday mornings and deliver them to Flynn
Elementary before noon. It takes approximately an hour. Our goal is to have
four to five volunteers, each taking one week per month. Contact Ginny Lien
at ginny@trinity-ec.org or 715.832.6601 for more information or to
volunteer.

Sojourner House News
   Thank you to those who have volunteered at Sojourner House this
summer.  We are now gearing up for fall and looking for five volunteers to
help on Friday, September 15, from 6:30 P.M – 9:30 P.M.  We are also
looking for volunteers to make two large fruit salads to accompany the meal.
Please sign up on the designated sheet at Clipboard Central. If you have any
questions, please feel free to call either Phyllis at 715.836.7055 or Sheila at
715.831.8982.  

Hope Phones
   Fifty-four cell phones and chargers were
mailed to the Hope Phone organization in
July. This organization refurbishes all cell
phones from flip phones to smart phones
and creates communication networks for
health workers serving millions in fifteen
countries. Please continue to donate your
old phones. There are white boxes to drop
off phones located in the lobby and Noah's
Ark entry.

Hike for the 
Homeless

   Please join Family Promise of the
Chippewa Valley for the 13th Annual Hike
for the Homeless benefiting their programs
including the Beacon House, a shelter for
families with children who are homeless.
   The Hike will take place on Saturday,
September 30, at Phoenix Park in Eau
Claire. Registration begins at 8:00 A.M. The
1 to 3 mile hike begins at 9:00 A.M.
Refreshments will follow. Registration is
available at www.beacon-house.org  We
look forward to seeing you and your family!
hank you for helping homeless families
with children in the Eau Claire area.    
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 HEALTH MINISTRIES
Dear Trinity Members, 
   It is September already, and children are going
back to school. That topic started a conversation
recently with some co-workers about children and
immunizations. As a nurse, it baffles me why a
parent/guardian would chose not to vaccinate their
child. You see, I am an “older” adult, and I
remember what it was like to have those childhood
diseases. I’m talking 55–60 years ago. I had
mumps over Christmas one year. My mother made the “diagnosis” by first
noticing the swollen glands in my neck. But the clincher was trying to eat a
dill pickle. That was painful! So was spending Christmas Eve on the sofa!
(Complications of mumps include meningitis, encephalitis, and deafness).
The “red measles” (Rubeola) was the scariest. I had fevers over 105 for
days. I remember the vivid dreams and hallucinations to this day. My dad
carried me out to the car to go to the doctor’s office (entry through the back
door). I had an ear infection (common complication) and got a penicillin
shot. My grandfather later told me he wasn’t sure I was going to be coming
back home that day. 
   Children today do not have to go through the risks of having many of the
diseases of “yesteryear.” There are 14 recommended vaccines for younger
children. The risks/complications that can occur from having these illnesses
far outweigh the risk of vaccination. But if you feel your child should not be
vaccinated, then think about how your child could spread that disease to
others: children who have a compromised immune system, babies who can
die from those diseases, pregnant women who may miscarry or risk birth
defects,  grandparents who also have a weaker immune system, or the person
being treated for cancer. We have had outbreaks of whooping cough and
measles in our area. So please have your child vaccinated!
   Vacation Bible School was exhausting but so much fun! Music, friendship,
love, and energy abounded. I loved my 5th graders and their enthusiasm and
creativity. Check out the bird baths, stepping stones, and birdhouses outside
the preschool and the new art work in the nursery.
   Don’t forget our monthly Healing Service. We have had 3–6 people attend
every month. I hope each have left with new-found comfort and peace. We
even did a healing service during a Wednesday “backyard” service. The
lesson I have learned from this service is that we ALL can benefit from
healing prayer.
  Check out offerings this fall from the Aging and Disability Resource
Center on the bulletin boards!

Vicki Dueringer
Parish Nurse
 
“Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.” Albert Camus

  TRINITY

LIBRARY
   Do you yearn to learn? Please use our
library! Listed below are a few books that
may assist parents/guardians and others
who work with children

Books for Young Children
Going to School

• Dad's First Day by Mike Wohnoutka.
Oliver and Dad have spent a fun
summer together, but when it comes
time for the first day of school, Dad
discovers that he is not ready and does
everything he can to postpone the big
day. (++ FIC WOH)

• Dad School by Rebecca Van Slyke. A
child imagines what lessons are taught
at Dad School, from learning how to
give piggybacks to singing along to the
radio. (++ FIC VAN)

• Pete the Cat, Rocking in My School
Shoes by Eric Litwein. Pete the Cat
wears his school shoes while visiting
the library, the lunchroom, the
playground, and more while singing his
special songs. (++ FIC LIT) Also look
for Pete the Cat, The Wheels on the Bus
by James Dean. (++ FIC DEA)

Books On Bullying
   These can be found on one of the A-frame
displays and are identified with a special
label on the cover of the book.
• My Secret Bully by Trudy Ludwig. (+

LUD)
C Bullying and Me, Schoolyard Stories by

Ouisie Shapiro.(YP 371.5)
• Bullying by Joy Berry. (+ BER)
• Say Something by Peggy Moss. (+

MOS)
C Better Than You by Trudy Ludwig (+

FIC LUD)
C Bullying, A Spiritual Crisis by Ronald

Hecker Cram (261.8 CRA)
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Two Chapter Books for Young Readers 
C Roscoe Riley Rules # 2 Never Swipe a Bully's Bear by Katherine

Applegate. (+ APP)
• Stinky Stern Forever by Michelle Edwards (+ EDW)

Great Selections for Younger Children
• Jungle Bullies by Steven Kroll. (++  KRO)
• No Bunny's Perfect by Anna Dewdney. (++ DEW)
• The Recess Queen by Alexis O'Neill. (++ ONE)
• Stop Picking on Me, A First Look at Bullying by Pat Thomas (++ THO)
• Words Are Not for Hurting by Elizabeth Verdick (++ VER)
C Loudmouth George and the Six-grade Bully by Nancy Carlson (++ FIC

CAR)
• King of the Play Ground by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor (++ FIC REY
• Henry and the Bully by Nancy Carlson (++ FIC CAR)
• Bully by Patricia Polacco (++ FIC POL)
• Llama Llama and the Bully Goat by Anna Dewdney (++ FIC DEW)
• Lucy and the Bully by Claire Alexander (++ FIC ALE)

New Children's Books 
That Celebrate Immigration
• Lost and Found Cat by Doug Kuntz and Amy Shrodes. This is an

unforgettable true story of survival and hope. 
• We Came to America by Faith Ringgold. Vividly expressed in Faith

Ringgold's sumptuous colors and patterns, We Came to America is an
ode to every American who came before us, and a tribute to each child
who will carry its message of diversity into our nation's future. (++ FIC
RIN)

• I'm New Here by Anne Sibley O'Brien. Three children from other
countries (Somalia, Guatemala, and Korea) struggle to adjust to their
new home and school in the United States. (++ FIC O'BR)

• The Journey by Francesca Sanna. Based on her own interactions and
told from the perspective of a young child, Francesca Sanna has created
a beautiful and sensitive story of people forced to seek a new home.  (++
FIC SAN)

Previously added to our collection:
• All the Way to America: The story of a Big Italian Family and a Little

Shovel by Dan Yaccarino.
• The Keeping Quilt by Patricia Polacco.
• Emma's Poem—The Voice of the Statue of Liberty by Linda Glaser and

Claire A. Nivok.

Reformation 500 Book Fair
   The 500th anniversary of the Reformation
is fast approaching! Learn about Martin
Luther, his writings, and the impact of the
Reformation for the church today. Stop by
the church library in October to discover a
variety of resources on the Reformation for
readers of all ages.

Page Turners Book Club
   The Page Turners Book Club meets on
Tuesday, September 19, at 6:30 P.M. to
discuss The Witches: Salem, 1692 by Stacy
Schiff
      It began in 1692, over an exceptionally
raw Massachusetts winter, when a
minister's daughter began to scream and
convulse. It ended less than a year later, but
not before 19 men and women had been
hanged and an elderly man crushed to
death. 
   As psychologically thrilling as it is
historically seminal, The Witches is Stacy
Schiff's account of this fantastical
story—the first great American mystery
unveiled fully for the first time by one of
our most acclaimed historians.
   If you haven't attended the book club in
the past, or if you haven't attended for
awhile, please join us. There are no special
expectations to participate. Feel free to
come whether you've finished the book or
not. Please RSVP online at trinity-ec.org or
sign-up at Clipboard Central. For more
information, email Cindy Beck at
cindy@trinity-ec.org
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Noah’s Ark
Noah’s Ark News

   The fall is upon us at Noah's Ark!
Mrs. Lien, Mrs. Kasmarek, and I are
excited to welcome children into our
classroom and our hearts! We look
forward to seeing returning families
and meeting children and their
families who will be new to our
program. Old and new, we are
anxious to bring this community of
families and children together at
Noah's Ark for a year of fun
discovery, peacemaking, and sharing
God's great love.
   We will kick off our year with parent-child visit days on Tuesday,
September 5 and Wednesday, September 6. Then our days will be "just for
children" days! We'll jump into our year with the Creation story, sharing the
wonder of God's world around us. We'll be busy exploring our class
environment, discovering new friends, learning new routines, creating in our
art center, and enjoying fall days on our playground. It's wonderful to
anticipate the fun, learning, and peacemaking which will take place at
Noah's Ark this year!
   Thank you for your continued support and prayers for a safe, fun,
educational year filled with God's love and promises for each one of these
precious children of God.
In Peace,
Marlee Knickerbocker

Thank You 
   Noah's Ark Preschool would like to thank some youth for their service to
our school this summer! In July, a group of Summer Stretch youth came into
our classroom and assisted with various cleaning and organization tasks.
They helped wash toys and shelving, they cleaned the leftover sticky snack
residue from our childrens mailboxes, they organized puzzle pieces so our
preschoolers can be successful in their puzzle building, and they tested out
markers to be sure they still color. With a crew of helpful young people, a
huge clean-up was accomplished in no time and serves these young children
coming into school in the fall. Thank you!
   At VBS this summer, the fifth grade students and Mrs. Dueringer were
also hard at work for the benefit of Noah's Ark. They designed and made
beautiful bird houses, bird baths, and bird feeders which are now placed
outside our classroom windows to encourage more nature for us to study.
We hope to have many birds flock to these to be enjoyed by our
preschoolers. We'll be sure to fill the bird feeders and keep the water in the
bird baths to encourage and care for God's feathered creations. Thank you!
   It was delightful to see these young people, many who are Noah's Ark

alumni, hard at work to help the young
children of Noah's Ark. It is truly service
and peacemaking in action! We hope that
someday many of this year’s preschoolers
will grow up to serve the future Noah's Ark
children and Trinity in similar ways. As the
saying goes…"it takes a village!" Thanks
for being part of the Noah's Ark village!

 Children’s
Ministries

   For more information on any of our
Children's Ministry programs, please check
out the Trinity Website trinity-ec.org or
contact Sara Reed at 715.832.6601 ext. 218
or sarar@trinity-ec.org 

Events & Family Fun!
• The Family Pizza Super is on

Wednesday, September 6, beginning at
5:00 P.M. Choir Directors for the
children's choirs, Sunday School and
Wednesday evening programs will be
on hand for conversation and
information. 

• Rally Sunday is September 10,
throughout the morning. Enjoy ice
cream sundaes in the Trinity Room.
Rally Sunday is also Bible Sunday.
Children in the three year old classes
(preschool 1) and in Grade 3 will
receive their new Spark Bibles during
the 9:45 A.M. Rally Sunday worship
service. 
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Learning Opportunities for Children 
Sunday Mornings and 
Wednesday Evenings
• How to register? Save time and register online at

trinity-ec.org/register.phtml 
C Sign up for Spark Sunday School Classes. Two Session times available: 

Session 1 (8:55 A.M.–9:30 A.M): Two year olds–Grade 6. Session 2
(10:30 A.M–11:05 A.M): Two year olds–Grade 6. Classes begin on
September 17.

• New Wednesday Night Program called Impact beginning September 13
with small group/large group for grades 3–6, and choirs for children
4k–grade 6. Supper is included. Using an all new curriculum called
"Orange," we will offer lessons and activities that help children discover
who Jesus is and then show them how to put their faith into practical
action inside and outside of Trinity. Children will engage in small group
active learning lessons as well as large group lessons, large group
games, and service projects. Similar to previous years, our schedule will
begin with supper at 5:00 P.M. and will conclude at 6:25 P.M. The
schedule for choirs on Wednesday nights will remain the same.

   For more information about the programs contact Sara Reed.

IMPACT
Q: What is the difference between Impact and TGIF?

A: Impact will run very similar to TGIF. In the past, TGIF began with
dinner and then led into classroom time, focusing on Spark curriculum.
That will continue but look slightly different. Impact will begin at 5:00
P.M. with dinner in the Trinity Room. Students will be provided with a
hot meal and time for fellowship with their friends. After dinner,
students will either gather for small group or large group.  During small
group time, students will go back to their assigned classroom for deeper
conversation with their classmates. Large group will take place in the
chapel. During large group, all 3–6 graders will gather together and
participate in interactive Bible skits, music, and learning led by Sara
Reed. The night will conclude at 6:25 P.M. 

Q: What is Orange?
A: Orange is the new curriculum we will use on Wednesday nights only.
By combining the critical influences of the light of the church (yellow)
and the love of the family (red), the strategy synchronizes efforts and
makes the color orange. Starting with wonder, Orange helps students
embrace a God who is bigger than their imagination, then adds
discovery so children can understand how to grow in their relationship
with God. Finally, Orange fuels passion by giving students opportunities
to be the church and to make a difference influencing their generation. 

Q: What is the expectation for a parents?
A: Our Wednesday night program
depends on parent volunteers. There are
many different ways that you can be a
part of this exciting experience with
your child. Our expectation is that
parents will volunteer in one of these
areas at some point throughout the year
to lead small group lessons or volunteer
during large group lessons/game nights.
We are looking for eight small group
leaders to commit to the full year,
September—April. These eight leaders
will participate in dinner and small
group/large group. Team teaching is
available and highly encouraged with
no more than four parents per
classroom. Please consider team
teaching with other parents; it could be
a once a month commitment! If you are
interested in helping out during a large
group lesson/game night, please 
c o n t a c t  S a r a  R e e d  a t 
sarar@trinity-ec.org or 715.832.6601
ext. 218 to be assigned a day/time. 

Q: Are the Children's Choirs affected by
this change?

A: No, all Children’s  Choirs will 
remain the same as previous years.
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Calling Adult & High School
Volunteers Sunday School and 
Impact Teachers Needed!
   Share your faith, share your life, share your time with kids; it's the best job
you will ever have. Openings are available on Sunday mornings and
Wednesday evenings. Contact Sara Reed at 715.832.6601 ext. 218 or
sarar@trinity-ec.org to be part of the team.

Teacher Orientations
   At each orientation, you will receive your teaching materials, important
procedures and schedules, and you will help generate class lists!
• Impact Leaders will meet on Sunday, September 10, at 6:30 P.M.
• Sunday School Teachers will meet on Monday, September 11, at 7:00

P.M.

Day Camp Openings 
   Early Childhood Enrichment Fall Programming call-in registration
continues for our fall programs. For more information or to register for any
of our Children's Ministry programs, please check out the Trinity website
trinity-ec.org or contact Sara Reed by phone or email at 715.832.6601 ext.
218 or sarar@trinity-ec.org The Early Childhood Enrichment classes this fall
with openings are: Music & Movement Two, Creative Arts, and Come and
Play (afternoons)

Youth Ministries
Confirmation Students
Mark Your Calendars!
• Club 78 Student and Parent/Guardian

Orientation and Service Fair: Wednesday,
September 6, from 7:15 P.M.–8:30 P.M. in the
Trinity Room.

• Club 78 Group Guide Orientation: Wednesday,
September 13, at 7:15 P.M. in Room 208.

• Club 9 Student, Parent/Guardian, and Mentor Orientation and Service
Fair: Wednesday, September 13, from 7:15 P.M.–8:30 P.M. in the Trinity
Room.

• The Affirmation of Baptism Service Fair will also be on those same
evenings from 8:00 P.M.–8:30 P.M. 

CrossWord Youth Band
   Calling all high school students who love
music! Trinity's high school praise band,
CrossWord, led by Drew Brandenburg, is
preparing for another year of music,
worship, and fun. Our first meeting,
including pizza, is Wednesday, September
6 at 5:30 P.M. in the Fireside Room. Band
practice will follow dinner. Contact Cassie
a t  715 .832 .6601  ex t .  209  o r
cassie@trinity-ec.org with any questions. 

Prayer Friends
   Being a Prayer Friend is a powerful way
to connect with God, and it is an
extraordinary blessing to have other people
praying for you. The Youth Leadership
Team once again invites adults to be Prayer
Friends with our seventh and eighth grade
confirmation students. Students and Prayer
Friends will be able to send prayer requests
to each other by sending the requests to
Ashley at ashley@trinity-ec.org. Ashley
will relay requests between the youth and
his/her Prayer Friend. Please volunteer to
pray for a student this year. You'll be
providing a great ministry to our youth.
Sign-up on the large poster board in the
gathering area. Contact Ashley at
7 1 5 . 8 3 2 . 6 6 0 1  e x t .  2 0 9  o r
ashley@trinity-ec.org with any questions.

Seventh Grade Bibles
and Backpacks

   On Wednesday, September 20, at the 6:30
P.M. worship service, our 7th grade
Affirmation of Baptism class will be
receiving their Bibles and backpacks! They
will use these throughout their Affirmation
of Baptism years to learn, study, and grow
in their faith. Please join us on September
20 as we celebrate with them. 
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Volunteer to be a MENTOR!
   The best way to define the word mentor is simply "being a friend." A
mentor is someone who models a way of faith and offers support and caring
for our Club 9 students. Youth Ministry is looking for adults to mentor high
school students in our Club 9 confirmation program. Mentors are
responsible for attending large group lessons, led by a pastor, with their
student. Small group discussion is interwoven throughout the large group
lesson. Club 9 meets approximately every other Wednesday, September
through April, from 7:15 P.M.–8:30 P.M. following worship. This is a great
opportunity to serve in Christ's love and share the Good News! Sign up at
Clipboard Central or contact Cassie at cassie@trinity-ec.org or
715.832.6601 ext. 209 with any questions.

Donut Fundraiser
   Sign-up at the Tool Bench to participate in the Donut Fundraiser on
Sunday mornings. There are two shifts available each Sunday. We start
serving donuts on Sunday, September 17. This fundraiser allows youth to
earn money for their student account. These funds are then available to put
towards Trinity sponsored events, retreats, and summer camps/trips. 

Luther Park Recharge
Club 78 and Club 9 Retreat
   The Luther Park Recharge is scheduled for the weekend of October 21–22.
This retreat is 24 hours of camp to recharge faith through faith discussion,
music, friends, and activities. This year's theme is Lifeline. The registration
cost is $80 and includes programming from 7:00 P.M. Friday until 7:00 P.M.
Saturday, meals, lodging, and a Recharge t-shirt. Sign-up at the Toolbench.
Register online at www.lutherpark.org or call 715.859.2215. Scholarships
are available to offset the cost of registration if needed. Please contact
Cassie or Ashley at 715.832.6601 ext. 209 or cassie@trinity-ec.org or
ashley@trinity-ec.org with any questions.

When Your Address 
or Phone Changes

   Whenever you're moving or changing to
"temporarily away" with the United States
Postal Service, any mail Trinity sends to
you is returned at a cost per item. Please
inform the church office when your address
changes or you're going away and having
your mail held. 
   And if you are eliminating or have
eliminated your land line and are going
exclusively to a cell phone, please share
your phone number with your church. Email
new information to becky@trinity-ec.org
 

Be a 
Communion Server

   Because Holy Communion is an
important part of our faith life, we need
YOU to help serve communion on the first
and third Sundays of each month. Simply
sign-up on the clipboard near the Lobby
drinking fountains for a particular
date/service. Arrive ten minutes before
worship, and check in at the table near the
pulpit with the pastor leading worship to
receive instructions. If you have any
questions, contact Shirley Sands at
7 1 5 . 8 3 2 . 6 6 0 1  e x t .  2 1 4  o r
shirley@trinity-ec.org



• Please submit all articles for the Tidings electronically in MS Word, Corel WP format, or in the body of an email. Submit to:
cindy@trinity-ec.org 

• All submissions must be your own work. Any copyrighted material (code, images, or otherwise) must include written permission
from the original source.

• Deadline for the September Newsletter is Tuesday, October 19.

“Serving in Christ’s Love and Sharing the Good News” 

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Trinity Lutheran Church, 1314 East Lexington Blvd, Eau Claire WI 54701  

Phone: (715) 832.6601 •  Fax: (715) 832.6700 • Web Page: trinity-ec.org 

Pastors

Peter Bredlau peter@trinity-ec.org

715.471.0574

  Sarah Semmler Smith sarah@trinity-ec.org

715.827.1230

Brahm Semmler Smith brahm@trinity-ec.org

715.827.1220

Pastor Natalie Leske natalie@trinity-ec.org

715.832.6601

Noah's Ark Pre-School 

Marlee Knickerbocker marlee@trinity-ec.org

Director

Ginny Lien ginny@trinity-ec.org 

Teacher

Jill Kasmarek jill@trinity-ec.org

Teacher 

 Children’s Ministry Leadership Team

Sara Reed sarar@trinity-ec.org

Children’s Ministry Director

Heather Day heatherd@trinity-ec.org

Children’s Ministry Assistant

Day Camp Leaders

Jeanne Cooper jeanne@trinity-ec.org

Ashley Olson ashley@trinity-ec.org

Sandy Moszer mrsmoszer@charter.net

Alicia Strozinsky

Nursery Attendants

Malissa Dahlstrom

Annika Walukas

Youth Ministry Leadership Team

Cassie Brenden cassie@trinity-ec.org

Youth Ministry Coordinator

Ashley Olson ashley@trinity-ec.org

Youth Ministry Coordinator

Food Pantry Coordinator

Sharry Hebert sharry@trinity-ec.org

Coordinator of Community Connections

Lucinda Kemmet lucinda@trinity-ec.org

Health Ministry

Vicki Dueringer vickid@trinity-ec.org

Parish Nurse

Pat Garber garberpa@uwec.edu

Visitation Ministry Director

Worship & Music Ministry 

Shirley Sands shirley@trinity-ec.org

Music Director/Organist

Gary Rambo—Trinity Choir

  Ryan Poquette—Trinity Tollers

Kris & Brian Pressler—Worship Music Leaders

Drew Brandenburg—CrossWord Youth Band 

Jeanne Cooper—God's Little Singers

Corrine Gransee Paral—Jesus And Me, Celebration

Singers

Liz Drayton—Totally Joyous Christians

Building & Grounds Team

Don Peterson

Sheri Buening

Ministry Support 

Gail Brian gail@trinity-ec.org

Financial Ministry Assistant

Amber Moltzau amber@trinity-ec.org

Office Administrator

 Becky Ragsdale becky@trinity-ec.org

Communication Ministry Assistant

Cindy Beck cindy@trinity-ec.org

IT/Ministry Assistant

World Missions

Jabneh Christian Academy, Grange Hill, Jamaica

Blantyre Lutheran Parish in Malawi, Africa 

Jacqueline & Patrick Bencke, Japan

mailto:jkasmarek@att.net
mailto:mrsmoszer@charter.net
mailto:sharry@trinity-ec.org

