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Baptisms & Beautiful Photos!
  Don't miss the baptism celebration in worship on Sunday, January 12, and
Wednesday, January 15, when we look back at photos of the 45 people baptized
at Trinity in 2013! We're going to read about  Jesus' baptism and see how it has
an important message for our lives today. Come to worship and hear again the
news of Jesus' baptism and how it applies to your life! 

Noah’s Ark Preschool Open House
   Come meet the teachers, hear about our wonderful faith based curriculum,
and see the classroom where children explore, discover, and meet friends! The
Open House will be held on Sunday, January 12, at 10:30 A.M . and on Monday,
January 13, at 6:00 P.M . We can't wait to meet YOU!
  Registration dates for the 2013–2014 Noah's Ark School Year:
• Tuesday, January 21–Registration begins for currently enrolled preschool

children.
• Tuesday, February 4–Registration begins for Trinity Lutheran Church

member children. 
• Thursday, February 6–Registration begins for siblings of non-member

currently enrolled Noah's Ark children and non-member Come &
Play/Friday Friends children.

• Tuesday, February 25–Registration opens to the public.
     All registrations are
accepted on a call–in basis only
(715.832.6601) beginning at
8 : 0 0  A . M .  F o r  m o r e
information, visit our website at
trinity-ec.org and click on the
Noah's Ark page under the
GROW menu or e-mail
noahsark@trinity-ec.org

The Need for 
Love Continues:
Changes Ahead 

in 2014 
An angel appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said, "Get up…"  Matthew 2:13

Dear Friends: 
   Christmas and all the surrounding
hoopla over the baby Jesus is over, and
it is very tempting to just sit back, digest
the season, and rest from giving for a
while. There are credit card bills to pay,
trees to take down, and houses to clean,
and that seems enough for January.
   The thing about babies, though, is that
they continue to need all sorts of care,
and we have just celebrated the birth of
a baby! Not long after Jesus' birth,
Joseph was called to flee with Mary and
the infant Jesus to save him from
Herod's dangerous fear. Mary needed to
feed him, change him, and rock him to
sleep as they traveled. Seasons change,
but the need for love continues. 
   And that's what giving springs from, is
it not? Love. Parents, foster parents,
grandparents, godparents, churches, and
all who care for children and the
vulnerable continue to give to them in
season and out because they love them
and know they need the care of others. 

Continued on page 2
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Changes Ahead in 2014 . . . 
   God remembers what it is like to be a child!

Consider the children of our church and of our

community; what kind of love do they call

forth from all of us, season after season. 

   Your support of Trinity's mission directly

impacts the lives of children. Thank you for

giving to support this mission. 

   In 2014 big changes are coming in our

ministry with children. Our Director of

Children's Ministries, Mary Schoenknecht, will retire May 31, 2014 after nearly 31

years of service to our church and its children. We will honor Mary, and the

amazing ministry she has led, on Sunday, April 27. I hope you'll be a part of it. 

   We are announcing a new staffing model for Trinity's Children's Ministries in this

newsletter. Thanks to the effort of a Council Task Force, a plan is in place.

Beginning this month, three part-time positions will be advertised. It's a plan that

mirrors the staffing we implemented with Youth Ministry in 2006. The Children's

Ministry Leadership Team will consist of a Director of Children's Ministry, a

Coordinator of Day Camp Ministry,  and an Administrative Support person along

with Pastor Sarah Semmler Smith who will connect this team to the pastoral staff.

   The legacy of leadership that Mary has established is rich and has roots that will

provide in positive ways for a new team. I know God has been abundantly good to

the ministry of our church through Mary, and I hope you join with me in thanking

God for Mary. Then I hope you join with me in believing that God is preparing

others to bring their love for God, children, the church, and this ministry by raising

up new leaders. 

Pastor Kurt Jacobson

Sunday Bible Study: 
Journeying Faithfully Together 
    The Reconciled in Christ Task Force leading the process to bring about an

Affirmation of Welcome by our church to the LGBT community will sponsor a

Sunday Bible study after worship starting January 5. "Journeying Together

Fatihfully: Studies on Sexuality" will be led by the pastors. Please plan to attend.

Begin 2014 with "Future Family" 
   Family. We all have one. While some of us loved our "growing up" years, others

of us couldn't wait to move out and start fresh. Either way, we want our future

family to be a step up from our families of origin. Most of us want something better

for our children. But what? When it comes to family, what does a preferred future

look like? What exactly are we aiming for? Pastor Jim invites you to join him for

“Future Family” as we see how scripture gives us direction and hope in nurturing

our families now and into the future.

   This ministry group will meet on Thursday evenings, January 23–February 27

from 6:00 P.M.–7:30 P.M. Register at Clipboard Central or via our website under the

"Grow" link. Deadline to register is January 19. Cost for this class is $5/participant

and can be paid during the first class session.

Annual Congregational
Meeting of Trinity

   Join us on Sunday, February 2, in the

Worship Center following the 9:45 A.M.

worship service for the Annual

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  M e e t i n g .  T h i s

constitutionally directed event brings

together all confirmed members to hear

reports from the staff, review 2013, and act

upon the 2014 proposed budget. The 2013

Annual Report will be available on

Sunday, January 26.

Usher in 2014
   If you worship at 8:15 A.M ., we really
need YOU to join an usher team! Teams
consist of 8–12 people and serve for a
month of Sundays alternating throughout
the year. No experience is necessary.
Excellent team captains will orient you,
and you'll help provide hospitality and
service to your church. Sign-up at
Clipboard Central to be on an 8:15 A.M
usher team for 2014, and we'll contact
you with additional information.

Holiday Caroling 
Thank You 

Dear Marti and Trinity Carolers,
   The residents of St. Francis
Apartments truly enjoyed your visit with
us last night.  I heard so many wonderful
comments this morning.  They loved the
singing of the Christmas carols and the
cookies! (baked by our Trinity youth!)
Most of all, they enjoyed the time you
spent with them on a cold winter night.
Thanks for sharing your time and talents
once again during this Christmas
Season.  Merry Christmas to all!
Cathy Werner, Manager, St. Francis
Apartments.  
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We Shared Abundantly This Christmas  
    Thanks to all who shared the spirit of generosity and love this Christmas.
Because of your generosity, we were able to distribute toys, jackets, snowpants,
clothing, household products, and food to 29 families in the community. This
annual Christmas Sharing Project addresses needs of families with school-age
children. Thank you to all who helped by purchasing gifts and food, by
donating money, and by sorting and delivering the items to the families. The
quantity of care and the expression of love that goes out into our community
and the lives of these families by this sharing is unbounded. Trinity makes a
difference in people's lives, and you have a part in that mission. Thank you for
your generosity. 

Thank You
   The staff extends sincere thanks to all who remembered us during the
celebration of Christmas. Your cards and delicious goodies were appreciated.
Most of all, your thoughtfulness and support touched us richly. We are grateful
to God for calling us to serve this congregation and to experience your
friendship and goodwill in so many ways throughout the year. God's blessings
to you!

The Friendship Group
Socializing for Seniors
   The Friendship group will meet on January 8 at 10:00 A.M . in the Chapel.
Following a short business meeting and installation of new officers, a program
will be presented by member Phyllis Grohn and Dan Robinson on Trinity’s
work with the Sojourner House. Lunch will be on your own at Applebee’s.

New Year Resolution Ideas 
   While you're making a new year resolution, do two more things! Pick up free
devotional booklets in the information rack in the lobby and resolve to make
devotions part of every day next year. There are two booklets, so take both!
Large-print copies are available, too. Then, be sure you've made a financial
commitment to God. Offerings to Trinity are really offerings to God!
Commitment cards are available in the information rack. You may also submit
your pledge online at trinity-ec.org by using the Give Now button

New Year Resolution! A Priceless Gift!   
   There are new "Five Wishes" documents available at the Health Ministries

bulletin board across from the office. Make a New Years resolution to complete this

document regarding your end of life decisions and wishes. Five Wishes is a very

popular living will because it's written in everyday language and helps people

express their wishes in areas that matter most—the personal and spiritual in addition

to the medical and legal. It also helps you describe what good care means to you,

whether you are seriously ill or not. It allows your caregiver to know exactly what

you want. Completing Five Wishes is a gift to your family, friends, and your doctor

because it keeps them out of the difficult position of having to guess what kind of

treatment you want or don't want. Pick up a copy near the office or complete the

document with step by step directions online at www.agingwithdignity.org  Give

your family the gift of peace of mind. Priceless! 

Global Missions:
Building Benefits Kids 

   Trinity is dedicated to global missions
that make tangible God's love in Christ.
This month a team of men will be back
at Jabneh Christian Academy in Jamaica
January 23–28. They will begin building
the first phase of a kitchen and bath
facility and finish the final classroom
started last winter. 
   The team welcomes your support of
providing funds for purchasing concrete,
blocks, windows, doors, and paint in
Jamaica. 
   Pick up a sponsorship slip in the
Lobby of Trinity on Sundays and
Wednesday evenings or give directly
online at Trinity—be sure to note
"Jamaica project." The men pay their
own expenses and also contribute toward
materials, but your help is key. 
   For more information about Trinity's
Global Missions, visit trinity-ec.org or
email Pastor Kurt at kurt@trinity-ec.org

Inviting You to Alaska
   Trinity friends are going to cruise and
tour Alaska July 26–August 6, 2014, and
there are still a few spots for you. We'll
start in Vancouver and enjoy a Princess
Cruise up the Inner Passage for seven
nights. On day eight we will disembark
and board a train to Denali where we'll
enjoy two nights at a Princess Lodge on
the edge of Denali National Park. A
day-long tour into the park is included.
Our tour will end in Fairbanks. Space is
limited, so act soon to join the awesome
Alaska tour this summer. 
  Get the full brochure in the Lobby of
Trinity or on the "Group Trips" page of
higginstravel.com
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Inspiration—Giving to Make 
a Difference: Your Response 
   Giving is a sign of one’s spiritual health and an avenue for

growing in love for God. Right now, members of Trinity are asked

to complete the 2014 financial commitment card. A second card

was mailed in early December if one had not been returned in November. 

   Please make a decision of what you’ll give to God through our church in 2014 and

return the card this week, or complete it online at trinity-ec.org

   If you’re not a member, but your life is blessed by this congregation, then please

join in this act of faithfulness, too! Thank you. 

Worried About Taxes? 
   The US Congress continues to wrestle with taxation, and the return of an estate

tax raises the attention of many looking to the future. "Estate Planning Smarts"

author Deborah Jacobs says, "Giving is the simplest estate-planning technique."

Every dollar you give away to charity now saves on estate taxes and you'll get a

break on your income tax while getting a sense of satisfaction."  

Received November 2013
Memorials & Gifts

Food Pantry Fund

• In memory of Robert Metzgar: Karen Metzgar

• In memory of Jim Lonning: Rose Sippel

• In memory of Jan Joseph: Rose Sippel

• In memory of Clara Thom: Rose Sippel

• In memory of Marie Noreen: Rose Sippel

• In memory of Helen Borsheim: Lou Kelsey, Family & Friends, Greg & Cheri

Todavich, Tony & Cindy Toavich, Margery Fortun, Joel & Diane Harschlip,

Charles & Nancy Helfenstein, Susan Schaefer

• In memory of Faye Woodington: Jim & Marilyn Bollinger

• In memory of Marie Noreen: Tom & Sheila Zahorik

• In memory of Owen Bergh: Jim & Sherry Jones

• In memory of Jerry Lauger: Jim & Sherry Jones

• In memory of Laurence Cook: Hazel Cook

• In memory of Ruby Maier: Ed & Mary Elworthy

Library Fund

C In memory of Helen Borsheim: Ann Johnson

Children’s Bible Fund

C In memory of Kjerstie Brynn Pressler: Mike & Dori Ritland

Trinity Tollers Handbell Choir Fund

C In memory of Marie Noreen: Sarah Circle

Trinity Quilters Fund

C In memory of Jeff Twesme: Bill & Lynn Gautsche

Friends of Noah’s Ark Fund

C In memory of Kjerstie Brynn Pressler: Bill, Katie, Annika, and Dane Clouse

Circle Listings
DEBORAH

Thursday, January 16, 9:30 A.M.

Trinity 

Hostess: Nancee Burbank

Leader: Carol Bartingale

DORCAS 

Wednesday, January 15, 1:00 P.M.,

Trinity

Hostess: Ardy Nystuen

Leader: 

MARTHA/MARY

Tuesday, January 21,  7:00 P.M. Trinity

Hostess: Marilyn Johnson

Leader: Group

MIRIAM

Wednesday, January 15, 9:30 A.M.

Trinity 

Hostess: Leatrice Solberg

Leader: Group

RUTH

Wednesday,  January 15, 1:30 P.M.

Hostess:

Leader: 

SARAH

Wednesday, January 15, 9:30 A.M.

Hostess: Phyllis Burrows

Leader: Barb Vorhes

Moving or 
Going South? 

   If you're heading south for the winter,

please inform us of your new address. Let

us know when you're leaving and how

long you'll be away, and we'll be sure to

get Trinity mail to you in a timely fashion.

Whenever you change address, please let

Trinity know! To change your address,

contact Heather at heatherd@trinity-ec.org

or 715.832.6601.

Provide a Meal
   We will be providing two meals for 20

volunteers at the Chippewa Valley Free

Clinic: the first on Tuesday evening,

January 7, and the second on Tuesday,

February 4.  If you can contribute to these

meals, please sign up at Clipboard Central

or contact marti@trinty-ec.org  The Free

Clinic is very grateful for our support, as

they work to serve those uninsured or

underinsured in the Chippewa Valley.  
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Page Turners Book Club
   You are invited to join the book club on Tuesday,
January 21, at 6:30 P.M . in the library as they discuss
“The Year of Living Biblically” by A.J. Jacobs. Raised
in a secular family but increasingly interested in the
relevance of faith in our modern world, A.J. Jacobs
decides to dive in headfirst and attempt to obey the
Bible as literally as possible for one full year. He vows
to follow the Ten Commandments, to be fruitful and
multiply, to love his neighbor. But also to obey the
hundreds of less publicized rules: to avoid wearing
clothes made of mixed fibers; to play a ten-string harp;
to stone adulterers. The resulting spiritual journey is at
once funny and profound, reverent and irreverent,
personal and universal and will make you see history's
most influential book with new eyes. 

It's a New Year 
Let’s Make a Date to Read!
   New books in Trinity's Library! Look for these on the “A” frame display.
• Off Main Street by Michael Perry. This local author (Population: 485)

has put together a group of essays ranging across subjects as diverse as lot
lizards, Klan wizards, and small-town funerals. Perry's writing balances
earthiness with poetry, kinetics with contemplation, and is regularly salted
with his unique brand of humor. (973.92 PER)

• Visiting Tom by Michael Perry. Another book added to our collection is
by the same local author, Michael Perry, and is a biography of Tom
Hatwig. What can we learn about life, love, and artillery from an 82 year
old man? Visit by visit, often with his young daughters in tow, Perry
discovered, and now shares, his insights of this unique individual. (B PER)

• Tell My Sons, A Father's Last Letters by Lt. Col. Mark M. Weber. This
author was at the pinnacle of his career in the U.S. Army when he was
diagnosed with stage IV cancer. Over the next couple of years Mark Weber
fought a desperate battle he wasn't trained for. This book is a letter to his
boys so that as they grew without him, they would know what their dad's
life and death story had taught him.  Real, brave, gritty, hones, and
inspiring are words that describe this biography. (B WEB)

• I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai. This book is about the girl who stood
up for education and was shot by the Taliban. It started on October 9, 2012,
when Malala, at the age of fifteen. was shot in the head at point-bland range
while riding the bus home from school. This is the story of her miraculous
recovery and how she became a global symbol of peaceful protest. Malala
is the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize. (B YOU)

• Pastrix, The Cranky. Beautiful Faith of a Sinner & Saint by Nadia
Bolz-Weber. Nadia Bolz-Weber is the founding pastor of House for All
Sinners and Saints, an ELCA mission church in Denver. Pastrix is her
memoir—her fresh and uncompromising perspective gives a whole new
meaning to the transformative power of grace. Check this out, and find out
what the word Pastrix means! (920 BOL)

Children’s
Ministries
Noah’s Ark News

   Happy New Year! Can it really be
2014?
   January is a great month at Noah's
Ark. School resumes for us on January 2
and 3.  We'll kick off the return to our
classroom in the new year with
Epiphany, the coming of the Wise Men.
We'll also celebrate winter with many
activities inside and outside. Winter
outside play once a week will begin in
mid-January. The M/W/F children
"caught" snow one day in early
December, so they are excited!
   We are excited to announce our annual
Open House at Noah's Ark for
2014–2015 on Sunday, January 12, at
10:30 A.M . and on Monday, January 13,
at 6:00 P.M . in the Preschool Classroom.
Our Preschool Committee will host and
be available to answer any questions
parents may have. The Preschool staff
will also be present. Noah's Ark
Brochures for
2 0 1 4 – 2 0 1 5
w i l l  b e
a v a i l a b l e
online and will
a l s o  b e
included in
S u n d a y
bulletins.
   Preschool Registration for 2014–2015
will begin in late January for currently
enrolled students. On February 4,
registration will open to Trinity
congregation members.  Look for
brochures and other announcements on
the upcoming registration procedures.
   Many blessings to you all in this new
year 2014, and be prepared for God to
do a good thing through you! 
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      Children’s Ministries
Rainbow Bags
   The Children’s Ministries Committee is looking for another person to help sort

out the Rainbow Bags that children use during our worship services. Since these

bags are heavily used each week, we like to keep them cleaned out and refreshed

with paper and crayons. Commitment is once a month for about a hour—you would

be in rotation with others who help with this project. Please contact Mary

Schoenknecht to volunteer at 715.832.6601. Thank you for considering this ministry

for our families.

Please Note!
   Sunday School Classes resume on January 5, and Camp T.G.I.F. classes and

rehearsals resume on January 8. See you then! Want to join a class? It’s not too late.

Contact Mary Schoenknecht at 715.832.6601 or marys@trinity-ec.org for more

information.

Winter/Spring Day Camps
Openings Available
Call Mary Schoenknecht for registration information at
715.832.6601

Music & Movement Mondays
   Move and groove to the music with both new and old songs.

We will explore music with song, dance, and instruments. New

themes are explored each week, and Bible stories conclude each

class. Session One: 9:15–10:00 A.M. for children ages 1–3 years.

Parent or caregiver must attend class with child. Session Two:

10:15–11:15 A.M for children who are three by 8.31.13.  Parent or caregiver does

not need to attend class with child. Meets on Mondays beginning January 6 for 17

class periods. The cost of $120 includes cost of supplies/equipment and may be paid

in installments. 

Open Gym Tuesdays
   Beginning Tuesday, January 7, from 10:00–11:30 A.M. the Trinity Room will be

open for parents and their young children (toddlers-preschool) to come in and use

our equipment in a large safe space. Marlee Knickerbocker will supervise the area

and offer a story time and snack during the last half hour. There is a $3 charge for

each child at each session; $5 for two children from the same family, and $7 for

three. No registration is required. Members, friends of members, and non members

are welcome to attend.

The Great Pretenders
   Come and join the fun. Dynamic drama and awesome art will be combined to

enhance children's  literature and Bible stories. After creating props and costumes,

children will use them to act out the stories. Theater games, creative movement,

story structures, and creative artistry will be  explored in this high energy class. This

Day Camp is for children who were four by 12.31.13. We meet from 1:00–3:00 P.M.

on Tuesdays beginning January 7 for 18

class periods (Please note: we do not meet

on February 18 or March 18). The cost of

$232 includes cost of supplies and snacks.

Fees may be paid in installments.
Camp Come and Play
   Children with birthdays between

9.1.2010 and 8.31.2011 have an

opportunity to play with other children of

their age. They will hear Bible stories,

participate in art and music activities, and

take time out to share a treat. We meet in

Trinity's Nursery from 9:15–11:15 A.M. or

12:15–2:15 P.M. on Wednesdays and are

limited to 12 children in each session. We

meet for 19 class periods beginning

January 8. The cost is $252 which includes

snacks and supplies for activities and can

be paid in installments. 

Thrilling Thursdays 
   Spend Thursdays engaged in a wide

variety of preschool activities. Children

will cook, read, paint, experiment, sing,

and dance. The class will allow children to

explore and discover in the areas of

language, science, music, math, and art. A

hands on discovery approach will be

emphasized in a Christian environment.

This Day Camp is for children who are

four by 12.31.13. We meet from

9:00–11:00 A.M OR 1:00–3:00 P.M on

Thursdays beginning January 9 for 19

class periods The cost of $245 includes

cost of supplies and snacks. Fees may be

paid in installments.

Friday Friends
   We meet from 9:00–11:15 a.m. on

Fridays beginning January 7 for 19 class

periods. Spend Friday morning engaged in

a wide variety of preschool activities.

Children will cook, read, paint,

experiment, sing, and dance. The class will

allow children to explore and discover in

the area of language, science, music, math,

and art. A hands-on discovery approach

will be emphasized in a Christian learning

environment. This Day Camp is for

children who are three by 12.31.13. The

cost is $255, and fees may be paid in

installments.
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       Youth Ministries
Youth Dates to Remember
Sunday, January 5

• Teen Study: Club 78 in the Trinity Room from 10:35–11:05 A.M.

Wednesday, January 8 

• CrossWord practice in the Worship Center at 5:30 P.M.

• Club 78 in the Trinity Room from 7:15 P.M.–8:30 P.M.

• High School Youth Group in the Youth Room and Chapel from 7:15 P.M.–8:30

P.M.

• High School Book Study in the Fireside Room from 7:15 P.M.–8:30 P.M.

Sunday, January 12

• Teen Study: Club 78 in the Trinity Room from 10:35–11:05 A.M.

• High School Book Study in the Youth Room from 10:30–11:45 A.M.

Wednesday, January 15

• CrossWord practice in the Worship Center at 5:30 P.M.

• Club 9 in the Trinity Room from 7:15 P.M.–8:30 P.M.

Sunday, January 19

• Teen Study: Club 78 in the Trinity Room from 10:35–11:05 A.M.

Wednesday, January 22

• CrossWord practice in the Worship Center at 5:30 P.M.

• Club 78 in the Trinity Room from 7:15 P.M.–8:30 P.M.

• High School Youth Group in the Youth Room and Chapel from 7:15 P.M.–8:30

P.M.

• High School Book Study in the Fireside Room from 7:15 P.M.–8:30 P.M.

Sunday, January 26

• Teen Study: Club 78 in the Trinity Room from 10:35–11:05 A.M.

• High School Book Study in the Youth Room from 10:30–11:45 A.M.

Wednesday, January 29

• CrossWord practice in the Worship Center at 5:30 P.M.

• Club 9 in the Trinity Room from 7:15 P.M.–8:30 P.M.

Community Table
   Food is a basic need of humankind, and it is our privilege to serve those who go

without! We will be serving a meal to those in our community at the Community

Table on Friday, January 31, from 4:30–7:00 P.M. Both students and parents are

needed to provide this service to the community. A sign up sheet is available at the

Tool Bench.

High School Youth Group
   Trinity's High School Youth Group will regroup in the New Year on Wednesday,

January 8, from 7:15–8:30 P.M.  in the Youth Room. Youth Group will also meet

the following dates: January 22; February 5, 26; March 12, April 2, 16. 

High School Book Study
   High school students are invited to join

a three-week session book study about the

amazing story of Bethany Hamilton. Learn

how Bethany, a teenage surfer girl, lost her

arm in a shark attack but never lost her

faith, and of her triumphant return to

competitive surfing. There are two meeting

options; Wednesday evenings (January 8,

January 22, and February 5) from

7:15–8:30 P.M.  or Sunday mornings

(January 12, January 26, and February 9)

from 10:30–11:45 A.M. Sign up at the Tool

bench or contact Cassie Brenden at

cassie@trinity-ec.org

Luther Park Recharge
"Out of This World"

   The Luther Park Recharge, for Club 78

and Club 9, is scheduled for the weekend

of January 10–11. Middle School and High

School students are encouraged to come

away to Luther Park and engage in Holy

Play and RECHARGE their faith through

music ,  w o rkshops ,  and  games .

Registration materials and more

information are available online at

lutherpark.org and at the Tool Bench.

Donuts Fundraiser
   Sign up at the Tool Bench to participate

in the Donut Fundraiser on Sunday

mornings. Youth Ministry serves donuts

on Sunday mornings from January through

May. This fundraiser allows youth to earn

money for their student account. These

funds are then available to put towards

Trinity sponsored events, retreats, and

summer trips.

New Driver Recognition
   On Wednesday, January 29, students

who are eligible to earn a driver's license

in 2014 will be recognized during the

Wednesday Evening Worship Service.

Students and Parents will receive a AAA

Parent–Teen Driving Agreement. AAA

has developed this agreement to help

families work together to navigate the

learning process. Students will also receive

a key chain as a gift from the Parish Nurse

and the Youth Ministry Team.
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Health Ministries

"Get My People GOING!!"
An Invitation to Wholeness
   You are invited to take an eight week healthy
lifestyle challenge with others from our congregation
that will take place from January 12 to March 8. This
"invitation to wholeness" encourages you to identify
small changes in your lifestyle which would help you
be healthier. We realize not everyone can run a
marathon, not everyone can walk a mile, and not
everyone can get out of a chair. Yet everyone can
find some way to make their life healthier, be it
through armchair exercises, drinking more water, or
finding more time for prayer. YOU choose three
areas you would like to work on, and YOU set your
own goals. WE will encourage each other, and WE
will journey together.
   Some wellness programs presuppose that people need a health makeover. The
fact is, however, that most people are doing quite well in some areas, and only
need improvements in others. Nobody's perfect, but most of us have some good
health habits! This program asks you to define your own barriers to good health
practices. Do you need to exercise more and eat more fruits and vegetables? Or
do you need to stop smoking and get more sleep? You are asked to focus on
three areas of your choice to improve, and share your progress with a buddy.
You will be given a booklet, and the notes you make in it are for you alone to
see.  
   Moses was radically changed by his experience in traveling with the people
of Israel on their way out of Egypt to the Promised Land. Our program is based
on the Exodus story and invites us to encourage each other to seek wholeness
in all areas of our lives—from healthy eating, to moderate exercise, to getting
enough sleep. It is for all ages, and for people of every health condition,
because it is completely tailored to your situation and your choices. 
   I am happy to answer any questions you might have about the program. You
will receive a small packet of materials when you sign up. You will receive
weekly email encouragement, and I will include a weekly bulletin message. I
will be available before/after worship on January 5 and January 12 to sign you
up and get you started.
   Moses didn't make it to the Promised Land, but he could see it. And so can
we! Let's get going in the direction of wholeness of body, mind, spirit, and
community.  

Blessings on the journey, 

Trinity Health Ministry Committee
Marti Hofer, Parish Nurse

Free Classes

   The Aging & Disability Resource
Center of Eau Claire County offers
FREE health promotion classes to help
people live healthier, independent lives.
 
Stepping On: Building Confidence
& Reducing Falls
Tuesdays, January 21–March 4, 2014 
1:30–3:30 P.M . 
St. John's Apartments
815 Chapin Street, Eau Claire
 
Healthy Eating for Successful
Living: NCOA Center for Health
Aging Model Health Program
Thursdays, January 30–March 6, 2014 
9:00–11:30 A.M . 
Trinity Lutheran Church
1314 E Lexington Blvd, Eau Claire 
 
Strong Women Program designed
for middle-aged or older women by
Miriam Nelson, PhD from Tufts
University.  Two–one hour information
sessions for new participants:
Wednesday, January 22, from 12:00
P.M .–3:30 P.M . at First Lutheran Church,
1005 Oxford Avenue, Eau Claire and
London Square Apts., 3300 London
Road, Eau Claire.
    The 12-week session will run
Mondays and Wednesdays, January
27–April 16, 2014, 12:00–1:00 P.M . &
3:30–4:30 P.M .
Minimal equipment needed: Set of
dumbbells, ankle weights and floor mat
or towel. Space is limited, so early
registration is recommended. Call
715.839.4735 or 1.888.338.4636. Tty:
use Relay (711)
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    Social Concerns
Finnegans Beer, Inc. 
Donates to Trinity's Food Pantry
   Trinity's Food Pantry was selected to receive donated funds from Finnegan's
"7th Annual Drink Like You Care" campaign. During the months of November
and December, Finnegan's beer distributors matched their donations, so
Finnegan's was able to give back
double during the holiday season.
   From Finnegans: With hunger
numbers having doubled over the past
decade in the Midwest region, the need
is greater than ever for FINNEGANS
to fund getting local, healthy produce
to those in need. Last year we raised
$16,000=16,000 lbs of produce; this
y e a r  w e  a r e  a i m i n g  f o r
$20,000=20,000 lbs of produce!
   We are pleased to share that Trinity
received $1,049 from Finnegans to
purchase locally grown produce in order to further address hunger needs in our
area. The following words of gratitude were written to Sharry Hebert, Trinity's
Food Pantry Director, and to our congregation:

Dear Sharry and Trinity Lutheran,
   We wanted to thank you for all of the good work that you do for
alleviating hunger in your community.
Tricia Nelson and The Finnegans Team

Food Pantry Update
• A thank you to the Junior League of Eau Claire and Feed My People for

granting us a diaper donation. We received $20 "diaper-only" gift cards
from Gordy's. This way a family can use the card for the size and type of
diaper needed. 

• In December, we received a generous $4,000 contribution from the
Dommer Foundation.

   A most sincere thank you for blessing our food pantry with these donations!

Social Concerns Receives Grant
   The Women's Giving Circle, a fund of the Eau Claire Community Foundation,
awarded a $4,000 grant to Trinity's Social Concerns Team to support “Boots for
Special Souls!” This generous grant will provide new winter boots to women
and children in our community who are not able to afford this proper footwear.
Details of this new ministry will be finalized in early January. The Social
Concerns Team is excited about this new ministry venture and grateful to the
support from the Women's Giving Circle! 

Friends of Flynn
   With your support, Trinity has continued

to support the students and teachers at

Flynn Elementary. Here are a few of the

things we accomplished in 2013: 

• Healthy snacks were provided to

students twice a week in the spring

and fall. 

• Weekend meals were delivered each

Friday through our partnership with

Feed My People. 

• School supplies were provided in the

fall and throughout the year as needed.

• Numerous pairs of athletic shoes were

donated to the school for children to

borrow so that they may participate in

physical education classes.

• Clothing items including socks,

underwear, and sweatpants were

donated for students in need of these

items. Trinity volunteers helped

organize the clothing at the school.

• Special treats were delivered to the

Flynn teachers and staff to thank them

for their commitment to the Flynn

students. 

• Children were allowed to pick out a

book to keep before spring break,

summer break, and Christmas break. 

• Lots and lots of Campbells® soup

labels, General Mills® box tops, milk

caps, and pull tabs off soda cans were

given to the school. (We will continue

to collect these items!)

   Thank you for your support of this

partnership. We look forward to new,

exciting ways to support the students and

teachers at Flynn School in 2014.



• Please submit all articles for the Tidings electronically in MS Word, WordPerfect format, or in the body of an email. Submit to:

cindy@trinity-ec.org 

• All submissions must be your own work. Any copyrighted material (code, images, or otherwise) must include written permission

from the original source.

• Deadline for the February Newsletter is January 21.

“Serving in Christ’s Love and Sharing the Good News”
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Ministers

People of Trinity

  

Congregational President

Brandon Thorsness

   
Pastors

Kurt M. Jacobson kurt@trinity-ec.org   

715.832.9726

  

Jim Page jim@trinity-ec.org

715.834.7092

Sarah Semmler Smith sarah@trinity-ec.org

715.827.1230

Brahm Semmler Smith brahm@trinity-ec.or

715.827.1220

 Ministry Directors

Mary B. Schoenknecht marys@trinity-ec.org

Children's Ministries

   

   Jeanne Cooper noahsark@trinity-ec.org

Noah's Ark Preschool

   

Shirley Sands shirley@trinity-ec.org

Worship & Music

 

Marti Hofer R.N. marti@trinity-ec.org

Parish Nurse   

Pat Garber pat@trinity-ec.org

Visitation Ministry

Youth Ministry Leadership Team

Lisa Goetz lisa@trinity-ec.org

Youth Ministry Assistant 

Anne Josephson anne@trinity-ec.org

Club 78 Coordinator

Cassie Brenden cassie@trinity-ec.org

Club 9 Coordinator

Building & Grounds

Don Peterson

Melissa Buchli

Ministry Support

Gail Brian gail@trinity-ec.org

Financial Ministry Assistant

 

Amber Moltzau amber@trinity-ec.org

Office Administrator

 

Heather Day heatherd@trinity-ec.org

Web Coordinator/Ministry Assistant

  

Cindy S. Beck cindy@trinity-ec.org

IT/Ministry Assistant

Sharry Hebert sharry@trinity-ec.org

Food Pantry Coordinator

Noah's Ark Pre-School Teachers &

Day Camp Leaders

Ginny Lien ginny@trinity-ec.org 

Jill Kasmarek jkasmarek@att.net 

Marlee Knickerbocker jknick6054@aol.com 

 
Choir Directors

Gary Rambo—Trinity Choir

  Ryan Poquette—Trinity Tollers

Kris & Brian Pressler—Worship Music Leader

Drew Brandenburg—CrossWord Youth Band 

Jeanne Cooper—God's Little Singers

 Corrine Gransee Paral—Children's Choir

Shirley Sands—Totally Joyous Christians, Harmony in

Spirit

  
Missions

Maranatha Church in Kingston, Jamaica

Blantyre Lutheran Parish in Malawi, Africa 

Jacqueline & Patrick Bencke, Japan

 Seminary Student

Jamie Brieske—Luther Seminary 

mailto:brahm@trinity-ec.org
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