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60 Years of Life! 
   Trinity is marking it’s 60th birthday on May 5. On this date in 1954, the
congregation of Trinity was officially constituted and, that month, Pastor Luther
Borgen was installed as the first pastor, though he been the developer pastor
starting five months earlier. Since that day, the Spirit of God has been
continually inspiring Trinity's life and mission. I hope that our birthday you'll
include Trinity in your prayers. Pray with thanks for how God has blessed it
with impassioned mission for sharing the Good News of Jesus, enacting love
for all people, and providing people full of talent and ability who populate and
advance ministries which make a difference in the world. 
   In six decades God has given so much to our church and, in turn, Trinity has
contributed greatly to the community and world. 

1954 • In March, the first building contract was signed, and ground was broken
for the first facility (now the Chapel). By July, the young congregation was
financially independent from the "Home Mission" division of The Evangelical
Lutheran Church. In August the new building was dedicated, and in September
Sunday School began and 140 new members were received. By November a
second worship service was added. 

1955–1959 • A second groundbreaking in 1955 led to a classroom addition. In
1957 land was purchased across Trimble to become the west parking lot. A
dramatic increase of worshipers and members mark these years. 

1960–1969 • A third groundbreaking in 1961 led to the "ski-jump" roofline
(sanctuary, nursery, sacristy). Vacation Bible School began in 1961 and
continues today with nearly 350 children filling the campus
for a week each July. A fourth groundbreaking in 1967 added
the final piece of the square to provide classrooms, offices,
and the library.

1970–1979 • Missionary sponsorship began, and Trinity
becomes the first church in the region to provide resettlement
for Laotian refugees.  The Moua and Vue families were blessed because Trinity
people helped them with all facets of life in America. A campaign "Forward in
Faith" and a fifth groundbreaking in 1977 provided a new fellowship room
(now the Preschool), an expanded kitchen, and the Steiner pipe organ. The
Endowment Trust Fund was started, and today it has assets of nearly $675,000.

1980–1989 • Noah's Ark Preschool
started in 1980 and today enrolls 98
children ages 3–5. Operation Christmas
and Operation Bootstrap, providing
education in Africa, marked a new
global mission emphasis. The original
building (Chapel) was renovated, and
classrooms were added on the courtyard
side. Trinity commits to provide
$100,000 to help start a new ELCA
congregation in the growing suburban
area of Minneapolis. 

1990–1999 • Long-range planning,
starting new missions, firsts for women,
and new worship mark the 90's. Trinity
was instrumental in collaborating with
other churches to start The Community
Table (soup kitchen), Interfaith
Hospitality Network (family shelter),
and the Free Clinic. Homeless families
were housed for week-long periods in
the church. A new global mission
partnership with Maranatha Church
begins in 1998, and each winter a team
of Trinity adults and kids conduct
building projects in Kingston.  Trinity
provides $40,000 for Luther Park Bible
Camp’s capital campaign and in 1993
large numbers of families attend Family
Camp at Outlaw Ranch in the Black
Hills. The two houses directly east of
Trinity are purchased for future
expansion.    
   Bea Vue Benson, a daughter of the
congregation, was ordained as the first
Hmong pastor of the ELCA. Pastor Mary
Jorgensen was called as Trinity's first
female pastor. Ginny Lien served as the
first female Council President. 
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   A third Sunday service was added offering weekly contemporary worship.
Communion-age was lowered to first grade, and two-year old Sunday School
was added. Long-range plans show the need for a larger fellowship hall,
narthex, and air-conditioning. A sixth ground breaking in 1998 led to a new
Trinity Room, music rooms, kitchen, and the refurbishing of the old Trinity
Room into the Preschool. 

2000–2009 • A new mission statement is adopted: "Serving in Christ's Love and
Sharing the Good News." A seventh groundbreaking in 2004 results in the
expanded Worship Center, lobby, Fireside Room, nursery, and library. A
portion of the $1.8 million campaign is shared with our companion parish in
Blantrye, Malawi. In October, a delegation of Trinity members travels to
Malawi to see the three buildings being constructed by our gift. We provide
internships for: Christine Emerson, Chad Anderson, and David Christianson.
A Health Ministry begins, and Marti Hofer becomes the first Parish Nurse. A
weekly midweek worship service is added. The Jamaica mission expands to the
Savanna La Mar area of the island and a partnership with Jabneh Christian
Academy. 

2010–Present • The Food Pantry expands, and room 509 is dedicated
exclusively for it. At present, an average of 700-800 families visit the Food
Pantry and 24,000 pounds of food are shared each month. Haiti Partners
becomes a new global mission. A partnership begins with Flynn Elementary
school to provide support for children from low-income families and for the
teachers. We partner with Catholic Charities in the development of an adult
homeless shelter, "Sojourner House," in downtown Eau Claire. Three
donor-advised or named funds are established with the Endowment Trust Fund
providing new ways for legacies of faith and love for God to be shared forever.
A congregation-wide survey, "Fresh Look," is led by "Holy Cow Consulting"
and shows strong health and vitality in the congregation. The consultant's words
highlight this: "You have strengths I do not see in 95% of congregations across
the USA. What is the next big thing God wants you to do?" 

Pastors who have served Trinity

Rev. Luther Borgen • 1954–1958 Rev. Waldo Johnson  • 1958–1968

Rev. Robert Arneson  • 1960–1966 Rev. Merlin Bartelt  •  1967–1969

Rev. John Mager (visitation)  • 1969–1970 Rev. Jack Olson  • 1968–1989

Rev. Zane Torgerude  • 1970–1973 Rev. Andy Boe • 1974–1983

Rev. Dennis Napton  •  1983–1990 Rev. Kurt Jacobson •  1988–Present

Rev. Jim Haerter  • 1989–1998 Rev. Mary Jorgenson  •  1991–2007

Rev. Vicki Simon  •  2000–2002 Rev. Andrew Hinwood  • 2003–2006

Rev. John Mikkelson  • 2006– 2010 (Part-time visitation pastor)

 Rev. Jim Page  •  2007– Present Rev. Heather Wigdahl  •  2008–2012

Rev. Sarah Semmler Smith • 2013–Present R e v .  B r a h m  S e m m l e r  S m i t h  •

2013–Present

Interns 

Christine Emerson  •  2004–2005

Chad Anderson  •  2008–2009

Dave Christianson  • 2009–2010

Bishop To Visit 
   On Sunday, May 18, Bishop Rick
Hoyme of the NW Synod of WI will be
our guest preacher. Bishop Hoyme was
elected last June and is serving a
six-year term. He holds a BA degree
from St. Olaf College, Northfield,
Minnesota, and a Master of Divinity
from Luther Seminary, St. Paul,
Minnesota. Formerly he was pastor of
Central Lutheran Church in Chippewa
Falls. 
   The NW Synod of WI is one of 65
synods of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. There are 199
congregations (over 93,000 members) in
our synod. The synod office is located at
Luther Park Bible Camp, rural Chetek. 

Coming Soon

   The Uff da Fest church picnic is
Sunday, May 18. Lunch will be
available beginning at 10:30 A.M ., in
Trinity’s back yard.  Carnival games and
inflatables begin at 10:45 A .M .
Volunteers are needed to help with the
set up, serve food, lead the games, and
make cakes for the cake walk (need
25–30).  Please contact Mary
Schoenknecht at 715.832.6601 or
marys@trinity-ec.org or look for the sign
up forms at Clipboard Central in the
lobby.
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Easter: Death Into Life
   We are in the midst of the season of Easter. Starting on Easter morning with
Jesus' resurrection, the season of Easter continues 50 days until Pentecost.
During these 50 days, we hear stories of Jesus' appearances post resurrection
and continue to wonder over the amazing act that occurred on Easter morning.
In Christ, endings become beginnings and death becomes life. The death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ brings with it a promise. A promise the Apostle
Paul writes about in 1st Corinthians:

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those
who have died. For since death came through a human being, the
resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; for as
all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.  1 Corinthians 15:20–22

   We have many expectations in our lives. We have ideas of what it means to
be successful, happy, and meaningful. And we have expectations about death.
All things in our life end at death: our successes, failures, power, and riches.
But because of Christ, we are part of
something much bigger than ourselves.
    This reality reminds me of a story: A
little wave was bobbing along in the
ocean, having a grand old time. He's
enjoying the wind and the fresh
air—until he notices the other waves in
front of him, crashing against the shore.
"My God, this is terrible," the wave says.
"Look what's going to happen to me!"
(and he gets more and more anxious and worried as the shore approaches).
Then along comes another wave. It sees the first wave, looking grim, and it says
to him, "Why do you look so sad?" The first wave says, "You don't understand!
We're all going to crash! All of us waves are going to be nothing! Isn't this
terrible?" The second wave says, "No, YOU don't understand. You're not a
wave; you're part of the ocean."
   Because of Christ, we are not on our own but are part of something much
bigger. We are promised the power of resurrection, of new life in the midst of
our biggest failures, even death. It is something we hold onto, especially at
times in our live when faced with our own mortality or that of loved ones. God's
promise of resurrection rings true most acutely when faced with death.    
   But it means something for us in the daily lives we live, too. Resurrection is
present in relationships that are mended, in addictions overcome, in waters and
nature recovering from pollution, in hearts recovering from being broken, and
in a congregation celebrating 60+ years of ministry on the south side of Eau
Claire, continuing to find ways to serve in Christ's love and share the good news
of God's grace and unconditional love.  
   May resurrection, through the risen Christ, continue to break through in your
lives as you are reminded that you are part of something bigger!  

Alleluia!
Pastor Brahm

When You 
Desire Baptism

   We celebrate Holy Baptism about 50
times throughout the year at Trinity.
That’s a sign of the youthfulness of the
congregation and the excellent ministries
that draw young families to Trinity!
Baptism is offered in Sunday worship
usually on the second and fourth
Sundays of the month. Upcoming dates
available: May 11, 25; June 8, 22. For
more information about baptism, check
out trinity-ec.org or email Heather Day
at heatherd@trinity-ec.org to inquire
about making arrangements. 

When You Are
Hospitalized

   The pastoral care
team of Trinity
makes frequent trips
to visit hospitalized
Trinity members.
But to know about
your hospitalization
they depend upon
the hospitals having
your admission coded into their system.
This will not result in your name being
shared with anyone beyond the staff. So,
when you or a family member are
admitted, please inform them of your
church affiliation. Better yet, share
information about planned or
unexpected hospitalizations directly with
us by: 
T Calling 715.832.6601 or emailing

trinity@trinity-ec.org in advance of
or  at the start of hospitalization. 

T Asking the hospital chaplain to call
Trinity’s office. 

   If you wonder if a pastoral care team
member is going to call on you, that’s
the time to call the church office! Thank
you. 

Because of Christ,
we are not on our
own but are part

of something
much bigger.
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   Leave worship on Sunday, May 4, with
a shiny clean vehicle. Trinity youth and
adults who will attend the backpacking
trip to Rainbow Trails Bible Camp, are
hosting a car wash fundraiser in an effort
to raise funds to cover travel costs to
Colorado. Drop off your keys at the door,
and return to a clean car.

 

Welcome Children's 
Ministry Leadership Team!
   The month of May brings a sea of change to Trinity's Children's Ministry.
Aware of Mary Schoenknecht's retirement as the Director of Children's
Ministry, this winter the council approved a three-person team model for
Children's Ministry going into the future (two positions at 20–25 hrs/week, and
one at 10 hrs/week). Now, after having an array of gifted and passionate people
apply for the positions, we are happy to introduce to the congregation the new
Children's Ministry Leadership Team (CMLT)! Their official start date is April
29, and they will be introduced in worship on Sunday, May 11, at both services.
Please welcome them and thank them for answering the call to this dynamic
ministry at Trinity!
• Kristy Casto: Director of Children's Ministries • Kristy will take the lead

for school year Sunday School and Wednesday evening programming. She
comes with experience in coordinating Vacation Bible School volunteers,
teaching Sunday school, and great skills in project management and
communication. Kristy and husband Brandon Casto have been members of
Trinity for several years, and they have one son, Evan. Of working on a
team, Kristy says, "I believe you have to lift up everyone you work with."
We look forward to having her add her gifts to the CMLT. 

• Julie Lutteke: Coordinator of Day Camp Ministries • Julie  is going to take
on responsibility for overseeing the school year Day Camp and Summer
Day Camp programming, including Vacation Bible School. Julie brings a
passion for working with children, experience as a coach and confirmation
mentor, as well as a background in business/communications and marketing
to the team. Together with her husband Chad, she has three children, Gavin,
Rylan, and Easton. Chad and Julie have recently relocated to Eau Claire
and became members of Trinity this spring. 

• Alicia Strozinsky: Children's Ministry Support Staff • Alicia will be the
go-to person for logistics on the team, organizing everything from
registration data bases to the Sunday school supply closet. Alicia has
experience as a personal assistant, is proficient in technology and
communication, and brings a positive can-do attitude to the team. She and
her husband Phillip became members of Trinity this fall, and together they
have two children, Mabel and Oliver. 

"Direct Now and 
Add $20!" Campaign
   Qualifying Thrivent members who
select Trinity Lutheran Church or
Trinity Christian Preschool (Noah's Ark)
the first time you direct Choice Dollars®
between April 1 and May 31, 2014 will
receive an extra $20 grant for Trinity or
Noah's Ark from Thrivent Financial!
Through the "Direct Now . . . and add
$20!" campaign, Thrivent will give an
extra $20 for each member who chooses
to direct Choice Dollars to our
congregation or preschool first. To
designate your dollars, log on to
thrivent.com.
   If you have questions or need
ass is tance,  please  contac t  a
representative from the Member
Connection Center at 1.800.THRIVENT
(800.847.4836) and say "Thrivent
Choice" or send an email to
fraternal@thrivent.com. For faster
service, have your member ID or
contract number available.

Leave A Legacy 
   God calls us to be a good stewards of
all that has been given to us and how our
assets are handled when life ends. In
order to provide a way for one's
charitable habits to continue after life on
this earth, the Trinity Endowment Trust
Fund exists so that there's a place for
that intention to succeed forever! 
   Great things are done as the
Endowment Trust Fund grows. When
you include a bequest, it is invested
carefully for the rest of time, and only
the proceeds from your contribution are
used. Read about the possibility to be
charitable with your accumulated assets
under the Endowment tab at
www.trinity-ec.org 
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Trinity Page Turners Book Club
     Join the book club on Tuesday, May 20, at 6:00 P.M. in the Trinity Library when they review the

book The Glass Castle  by Jeannette Walls. We will begin with a pizza supper. Please R.S.V.P. to

the church office by calling715.832.6601, or signing up on Clipboard Central, or emailing Cindy

Beck at cindy@trinity-ec.org

   Jeannette Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were both their

curse and their salvation. Rex and Rose Mary Walls had four children. As the dysfunction of the

family escalated, Jeannette and her brother and sisters had to fend for themselves, supporting one

another as they weathered their parents’ betrayals and, finally, finding resources and will to leave

home. Hers is a story of triumph against all odds, but also a tender, moving tale of unconditional love

in a family that, despite its profound flaws, gave her the fiery determination to carve out a successful

life on her own terms.

Blossom Out in 
May with Good Books!
New in the Trinity Library
For Children
• Lucky Leopards! And More True Stories of Amazing Animal Rescues by

National Geographic Society. In this book, children will read three amazing

stories of daring animal rescues and experience the adventure of how these

awesome animals defeated the odds. They will also meet the people

devoted to saving them.

• Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan. This extraordinary novel for

young people, lists seven reasons to read it: friendship, oddballs, hobbies,

laughing and crying, miracles, and family Willow chance. It will just have

to be read to understand! (YP FIC SLO)

• The Boy and the Ocean by Max Lucado. This is another beautifully

illustrated book for young children about God's love. (++ FIC LUC)

• What's Your Favorite Animal? by Eric Carle and Friends."Everybody has

a favorite animal. Some like little white dogs or big black cats or hoppy

brown bunnies best. Others prefer squishy snails or tall giraffes or yellow

spotted leopards. With beautiful illustrations and charming personal stories,

14 children's book artists share their favorite animals and why they love

them." (++ FIC CAR)

For Adults
   Two Classics that were replaced by new editions:

• Here I Stand, A life of Martin Luther by Roland H. Bainton.

• Cry, The Beloved Country by Alan Paton.

Summer Story Time
for Young Children 

   Summer Story Time is coming back

this summer on June 8, 15, 22, 29, and

July 6 & 13. We will meet in the library

on Sunday mornings following the 9:45

A.M . worship service. Library members

will be on hand to read story books.

Children will receive prizes and have an

opportunity to check out books.

Celebrate Children's
Book Week 

May 12–18    
   Trinity Library Committee members

will offer a special promotion for

Sunday School classes on Sunday, May

11 to kick off the week.  Watch for more

information.



# 6

Friendship Group
   If you made a reservation for our trip to Plymouth, Minnesota to see the play

"Lutheran Church Basement Ladies #5" on May 14, don’t forget that

participants should meet in the church parking lot at 8:30 A.M .  If you haven’t

done so already, send your check for $65 to Pat Cliff at 6681 Talmadge Road,

Eau Claire WI 54701

Recycle Old Cell Phones
   Trinity's Health Ministry Committee is collecting old cell phones for a
company called "Hope Phones."  Each donated phone will be refurbished and
used to purchase appropriate, usable cell phones for community health workers
in medical clinics in over 230 countries around the world. Hope Phones' pilot
project distributed cell phones to community health workers in 100 rural
villages in Malawi, saving thousands of dollars in travel and hospital costs and
doubling the number of patients treated for diseases such as tuberculosis.  Put
your old cell phones in our collections boxes available in the lobby or preschool
hallway. 

Received March

Memorials & Gifts
Food Pantry Fund
• In memory of Jeanne Reppe: Jim & Marilyn Bollinger
• In memory of Roger Burrows: Rev. Gene & Betty Merrell
• In memory of Al Johnson: Ted & Ardis Nystuen, Jack & Lois Olson 
• In memory of Colleen Sneen: Jim & Marilyn Bollinger

Memorial Fund
• In memory of Al Johnson: Gloria Berg, Ron & Jeanne Farmer, Jack & B.A.

Robinson, Rose Sippel, Ruth Wolfram,
• In memory of Walter Hermann: Carla Brandrup
• In memory of Jean Reppe: Barb Tischer

Endowment Trust Fund
• In memory of Al Johnson: Barbara Vorhes

Endowment Trust-Kurt Jacobson Fund
• In memory of Fred Schultz: Gordie & Sandy Holzhueter

Health Ministries
• In memory of Walter Hermann: Mark & Marti Hofer

Organ Fund
• In memory of Robert Anderson: Ed & Mary Elworthy

Circle Listings
Deborah

Thursday, May 15, 9:30 A.M. Trinity
Hostess: Betty Lee
Leader: Helen Mateski

Dorcas 
Wednesday, May 21, 1:00 P.M.,
Trinity
Hostess: Ardy Nystuen
Leader: Group

Martha/Mary
Tuesday, May 20,  7:00 P.M. Trinity
Hostess: Kathy Gjesfjeld
Leader: Group

Miriam
Wednesday, May 21, 9:30 A.M.

Trinity 
Hostess: Jeanne Boring
Leader: Group

Ruth
Tuesday, May 20, 1:30 P.M

Hostess: Joanne Stange, 2029
Declaration Drive
Leader: Lori Juneau

Sarah
Wednesday, May 21, 9:30 A.M.

Hostess: Audrey Brumberg
Leader: Phyllis Burrows

Women’s 
Summer Study

 “Mercy Triumphs” 
by Beth Moore

1:00–3:00 P.M.,  June 16–August 11 
   James, Jesus' own brother, started out
as a skeptic. See how one glimpse of the
resurrected Savior turned an unbeliever
into a disciple by attending this eight
week video study. And, in the process,
learn how you can put your faith into
action. We do not meet during week of
VBS. Please sign up at Clipboard Cental
by June 11.  You will need a workbook
for $15.00 to be paid on first day of
study. Everyone welcome. Please note:
we will not meet on July 21 during VBS.
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Noah’s Ark News
   Noah's Ark will celebrate our
2013–2014 school year with
Spring Party Programs on Monday
(M/W/F children)  and Tuesday
(T/Th children), May 5 and 6 at
7:00 P.M . in Trinity's Worship
Center.  All are welcome to join in
the fun as we remember the year!
   This school year has gone so
fast.  Preschool classes end on the
Thursday and Friday before
Memorial Day. Our plans include an end-of-the-year field trip. We also are
planning for an “outside all day” day at our playground area.  May will be over
before we know it.
   Registration for the upcoming school year is going well.  There are openings
in the T/Th P.M . classes and the M/W/F P.M . classes. I have advertisements with
Volume One and Family Times. As summer begins, I will place an ad in the
Leader Telegram if openings still exist.
   I'm thankful for another great year. As I write, Mary and I are in transition in
Pastor Jim's office while the Children's Ministry office is being rennovated. The
new furniture looks so good, and four workstations exist.  It'll be fun. Thank
you for "new digs" for our children's ministry here at Trinity Lutheran Church.
See you at the Uff Da Fest!
Jeanne Cooper, Director

Children’s Ministries
Trinity Sports Camp
   This camp will offer skills instruction in
various physical activities. Leaders will
focus on teamwork, fair play, and Christian
values. The camp meets June 16 –18, from
9:00 A.M .–12 noon, at Delong Middle
School. The cost is $42. This camp is for
children who were 3 by 9.1.13 through
those who have completed grade four. 

Camp Come and Play
   Children will have an opportunity to play
with other children of their age. They will
hear Bible stories, participate in related

activities, and take time out to share a treat. This camp is limited to 12 children.
This camp meets June 16 –19 from 12:15–2:15 P.M . in the nursery. The cost is
$53. This camp is for children whose birth dates are between 9.1.2010 and
8.31.2011

Camp Cooking & Booking
   Children will experience adventures in
cooking, crafting, and playing while
leaders share related stories from the
Bible and children's literature. God's
amazing story will come alive in
meaningful ways! This camp meets June
23–27 from 9:00 A.M .–12 noon. The cost
is $70. This camp is for children who
were 3 by 9.1.13 through those who have
completed grade five. 

Camp Discovery 
   Children will be challenged to
discover the magic and beauty of God's
world by investigating science and
nature through daily field trips. This
camp meets June 30–July 2 from  9:00
A.M .–12 noon. The cost is $42. The
camp is for children who were 3 by
9.1.12 through those who have
completed grade five. 

Camp Veggie Tales 
   Bob the Tomato, Larry the Cucumber,
and all their Veggie friends are back for
another summer appearance at Trinity.
Sessions will include Bible lessons,
skits, Veggie Tale videos, crafts, games,
food, and more! The camp meets  July
7–11 from 9:00 A.M .–12 noon. The cost
is $70. The camp is for children who
were 3 by 9.1.13 through those who have
completed grade five.

2014 Vacation Bible School 
   Great and amazing are God's words!
Join us this summer to explore five Bible
stories about what it means to live in
God's Word: The Ten Commandments,
Salt & Light, The Sower, The Widow's
Offering, and The Good Samaritan. Our
special Kick Off Event is on Sunday,
July 20, at the 9:45 A.M  worship service.
VBS runs the week of July 21–25 from
8:45 A.M .–12:00 noon. The cost is a
suggested $20 donation per child. VBS
is for children who were 3 by 9.1.13
through those who have completed grade
six.
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Children’s Ministries
Staff Needs for VBS
   Teachers and student helpers are needed for all grade levels. Please sign up

on the poster in the lobby. Contact Kristy Casto for specific information at

715.832.6601 or by email at kristy@trinity-ec.org.

Please Save For Us
   Please purchase, collect, and save for VBS the following items for us! You

can bring the items to the Children's Ministries office marked for VBS. Thank

you.

• Jewels and gems for stepping stones, small jars with lids (8–12 oz.),

ceramic tile pieces that can be broken up, and birthday wrapping paper.

Be A Camper!
   It's not too late to sign up your child for a Luther Park

Bible Camp experience. The camp is located  just 45

minutes north of Eau Claire off of highway 53 at

Chetek. Programs include:

• Day Camp for grades K–3

• Discovery Camp for grades 1–3

• Seekers, New! or grades 3–5 

• MAD “Music, Art & Drama” for grades 4–8

• Adventures at the Woods for grades 4-6 (full-week)

• Lower Trading Spaces for grades 3–5 (full-week)

Camps are available for middle and high school students as well. Check out the

website www.LutherPark.org for more information, available dates and

registration or pick up a form at the Youth Tool Bench outside of our main

office area.

   Trinity's Children's Ministries offers 25% of the registration fee as a partial

grant. To make a request, contact Mary Schoenknecht at marys@trinity-ec.org

Please note: last session of Sunday 
School Classes is Sunday, May 18

Alleluia Banners 
Resurrected to Quilts
   The Alleluia banners that Sunday school children made before the start of

Lent were made into four lovely quilts to be given to residents of the Wisconsin

Veterans Home in Chippewa Falls. A special thank you is extended to the

students and teachers who made the banners, Nicole Stafford for cutting the

fabric and putting the pieces together, Lorraine Hansen for sewing the pieces

together, the Trinity Quilters for tying them, and to Jeanne Boring for sewing

the edges. It took a village to accomplish this project!

Youth
Ministries

High School
Recognition Sunday

   Seniors! You made it! You are

FINALLY graduating, and we want to

help you celebrate this wonderful

transition in your lives. Please join us on

Sunday, June 1, at either at 8:15 A.M . or

the 9:45 A.M . service to celebrate this

incredible accomplishment with your

community of faith. We are so proud of

you!

Youth Serving in
Christ’s Love!

   Youth, here are some opportunities

coming up for you!

   Vacation Bible School • Join us this

summer for "Live in God's Word" at

VBS the week of July 21–25. Teach a

class, assist in the kitchen or the craft

tent, or join the band. There is a place

for everyone! Please sign up on the

poster in the lobby or contact Mary

Schoenknecht for specific information. 

   Uff-da Fest • Do you enjoy working

with kids? Do you like to play games

and have fun? Then Uff-da Fest is the

service opportunity for you! Sign up at

the Tool Bench to help lead carnival

games on Sunday, May 18, from 11:00

A.M .–noon. Contact Mary Schoenknecht

f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t

marys@trinity-ec.org
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Prayer Friends Meet 
   On Wednesday, April 16,

nearly 80 adults who have been

praying daily for our 7th and 8th

grade youth met together for the

first time. A Prayer Friend is

paired with a student in the fall.

Without knowing the identity of

the adult until now, students pass

along prayer requests, through

the general email address of

Trinity, to the prayer friend.

When the meeting takes place,

there is anticipation, joy, and gratitude for prayers offered. Watch for the

opportunity to become a Prayer Friend in the fall. Thank you to the adults who

were Prayer Friends this year. Tracy Adkins, Sherri Auleta, Ann Ayres, David

Backstrom, Barb Baker, Chrissy Baumgardner, Suzanne Becker, Tracey

Belmont, Nick Berger, Jim Bollinger, Marilyn Bollinger, Suzanne Brinkmeyer,

Diane Burdt, Allison Carpenter, Sharon Colburn, Jeanne Cooper, Marilyn

Engen, Valerie Fedie, Vicki Fields, Char Finseth, Deanna Fuller, Pat Garber,

Lynn Gautsche, Kathy Gjesfjeld, Michelle Glaser, Becky Glass, Angi Goodwin,

Jenny Gullicksrud, Brenda Gyorfi, Kerry Hager, Natalie Hanson, Pat Hanson,

Peter Hanson, Ellen Harris, Holly Hassemer, Julie Hayes, Nancy Helfenstein,

Lanette Hesse, Madison Hesse, Jane Hilgedick, Cheri Hirsh, Marti Hofer, Ruth

Hujik, Andrea Jadeke, Anne Josephson, Jackie Krumenauer, Jennifer Larson,

Peggy Larson, Richard Linn, Julie Lutteke, Mike Malone, Dawn Marcott,

Kevin Massey, Hannah Masters, John Moen, Leslie Moen, Jen Mosel, Peggy

Munden, Nathaniel Murken, Sue Nyberg, Gale Otterholt, Jan Otterholt, Wanita

Patko, Shelley-Rae Pehler, Judy Pielhop, Gary Rambo, Amy Rantala, Ron

Retzlaff, Tom Rouse, Mary Schoenknecht, Erika Schroeder, Joan Smith, Jim

Urness, Barbara Vorhes, and Lori Walsh.

Wednesday Student Leaders
   Over the past school year, youth have led at the Wednesday Night Worship

Service through their talents and generosity. The Youth Ministry Team wants

to thank each and every one of them.

• Thank you to all those who served as ushers. You did an outstanding job

with offering and communion. Your faces help to light up the middle of our

week!

• Thank you projectionists. Our services could not run without your attention

and presence each and every Wednesday.

• Thank you to all members of CrossWord. Your musical talents are

outstanding! Your leadership and confidence are a driving force for every

worship experience.

• Thank you to our mentors: Sherri Auleta, Krissy Bien, Jill Brandenburg,

Julie Brown, Missy Emberson, Jon Fibeger, Sue Friberg, Kathy Gjesfjeld,

Chris Goodwin, Kay Hayden, Lanette Hesse, Chris Hower, Mary Karker,

Kris Lauer, Dennis Marquardt, Lisa

McIntyre, Sandy Moszer, Jennifer

Nielsen, Brian Paral, Kim Passi, Jill

Phippen, Tammy Potapenko, Darrin

Schober, Denise Tape, Mike

Voelker, Lori Walsh, Sherry

Webster, Todd Wright.

• Thank you to our Group Guides:

Doug Auleta, Chrissy Baumgardner,

Jeff Bernhardt, Nancy Boese, Julie

Hayes, Kim Hill, Bob Hujik, Andrea

Jadeke, Jennifer Mosel, Mike

Moszer, Shelley Pehler, Karen

Rosolowski, Rachel Studt, Cindy

Webb, Scott Webb, Steve

Zainhofsky, Michelle Zumwalt.

Health
Ministries
Five Innovative

Alzheimer's Therapies
   While Alzheimer's remains an
incurable illness, researchers are making
strides towards therapies that can lessen
symptoms, increase function, and
improve quality of life. Here's a
sampling of innovative and promising
new therapies to help enhance the lives
of the memory impaired: 
1. iPad: Some memory care

communities have reported success
providing customized iPads
(lightweight, touchscreen, notepad
computers) to their residents. The
devices include puzzles to exercise
resident's minds, activities that
improve dexterity, and even apps
(programs) that provide prompting
to those who need reminders.
Simple, yet engrossing, games also
promote a sense of mastery; the
satisfying feeling you get when you
accomplish a task that is neither too



# 10

easy, nor too hard.
2. Light therapy: Simply brightening room lights during the day may benefit

elders with Alzheimer's and other kinds of dementia. A study published in
the Journal of the American Medical Association found that bright lighting
improves mood and cognition in older people with memory disorders. More
intensive light therapy, or UV therapy, involves sessions sitting by a
special, full-spectrum lamp. A study by Wayne State University suggested
this kind of light therapy may be beneficial, as well. Light therapy may be
particularly helpful for mitigating sun downing behavior.

3. Art Therapy: Art therapy, which involves both viewing and creating art,
is not a new concept. But in the 21st century, art therapy has become
increasingly utilized for Alzheimer's and dementia care. In 2005, under the
guidance of Dr. John Ziesel from Artists for Alzheimer's, the Museum of
Modern Art in New York instituted an after-hours program for people with
Alzheimer's and other dementias called, "Meet Me at MoMA." Dozens of
other museums have recently implemented similar programs which
proponents claim have benefits that last well beyond therapy sessions. 

4. Favorite Food Therapy: Some memory care providers have found that a
"comfort centered approach" makes for more contented, peaceful residents
who need less medication. A recent newspaper article describes a memory
care community in Arizona where residents are allowed "practically
anything that brings comfort"—from chocolates to a small bedtime drink.

5. Storytelling: A new dementia therapy program called “TimeSlips”
involves showing a photo to a therapy group and asking members to make
up a story based on the image. The program aims to "inspire people with
dementia to hone and share the gifts of their imaginations" and gives
memory impaired people an opportunity to socialize and be creative
without pressure to remember.

   No known therapies can permanently reverse the course of Alzheimer's
disease and related dementias, but the medical and caregiving community is
learning more and more about strategies to improve the lives of the memory
impaired. Each person is unique, so what benefits one person might not benefit
another, but with a diverse repertoire of therapeutic approaches, caregivers
(professional and family) are likely to find the right techniques for their
situation. www.aplaceformom.com  May, 2012 by Jeff Anderson  

ELCA Congregations 
and Christmas in July!
   Eau Claire ELCA congregations including Immanuel,
Good Shepherd, Grace, First, and Trinity will join
together in a shared ministry of outreach called "Celebrate
Christmas in July." This shared ministry effort will bring
people together by donating items for the less fortunate in
Eau Claire (see wish lists on this page). Trinity members
are invited to bring donations to Trinity beginning July 6.
Donations can be placed in the lobby in the marked tub on
Sunday mornings or brought to the church office during
the week. Items will be collected throughout the month of
July. Thank you for caring, and thank you for sharing!

Sojourner House 
Wish List

   The list includes: bus tokens, gas
cards, razors, deodorant, towels and
washcloths, seasonal clothing, shoes,
socks, sweatshirts, sweat pants, hoodies,
backpacks  and reusable tote bags, dish
soap, high efficiency laundry detergent,
assorted cereal, facial tissue, trial or
travel size toiletries, and feminine
products. 

Wish List For 
Beacon House

• General items for the shelter: toilet
bowl cleaner, general cleaners (pine
sol, disinfectants), laundry soap,
f ab r i c  shee t s ,  deo d o r a n t ,
shampoo/conditioner—full sized,
feminine hygiene products, garbage
bags—kitchen and leaf, snow
shovel, sidewalk salt, adult bus
passes and tokens, bath towels,
alarm clocks, toilet paper, baby
wipes.

• Pantry items: pasta, pasta sauce,
canned fruit, cereal/oatmeal/cream
of wheat, hearty soups (vegetable,
chicken noodle, etc.), chili, peanut
butter, jelly, canned tuna and
chicken, hamburger helper, canned
pasta, Rice a Roni©, Pasta Roni©,
canned corn, canned peas, salt,
sugar, rice. 

• For past families: cleaning kits
(mops, brooms, buckets, cleaning
products, etc), diapers and
pull-ups, socks and underwear up
to size six, digital thermometers,
dish soap, razors, sleepers,
onesies, car seats/boosters—new
only, baby wash, gift certificates
for oil changes/haircuts.



# 11

News from Friends of Flynn
Elementary School 

Reached Fund Appeal Goal
   The Friends of Flynn Committee thanks all those who donated to the recent
Fund Appeal—we reached our goal of $5000. These funds will support the
weekend meal project, teacher appreciation, healthy snacks, and emergency
clothing needs for the 2014-2015 school year.

Book Drive
   We believe that putting books in the hands of children not only encourages
a love of learning, but increases self-confidence. With many of the Flynn
families, the purchase of books is a luxury they cannot afford. As the students
leave for summer vacation, we want to provide each one with a new book to
take home and keep. Please consider donating new books for this project . Look
for the blue collection bin in the lobby. Thank you.

Healthy Snacks
   In May, twice a week, we will be packing and delivering healthy snacks for
the students if you can help, please contact Ginny Lien at  ginny@trinity-ec.org
or 715.832.6601.

   Why does Trinity partner with Flynn Elementary School when there
are other schools in the area? Flynn School was a good choice for
Trinity. The school is relatively close to the church, it has a population
that needs a boost, and Kim Hill Phelps, the school's principal, is a
member of this congregation. Since Trinity chose to be in partnership,
the other elementary schools have been teamed up with various
churches in Eau Claire.

Dickey's BBQ to Benefit Food Pantry
   On  May 15, Dickey's BBQ located west of Trinity along Clairemont Avenue
is hosting a benefit for our Food Pantry from 4:00–7:00 P.M . Customers that
evening who bring in at least one non-perishable food item will receive a free
BBQ pork sandwich. Enjoy delicious BBQ, meet the  owners,  Christina &
Philip Ries, and support our mission of serving the community through our
pantry. 

Americans Divided on the
Importance of Church

   What, if anything, helps Americans
grow in their faith? When Barna Group
asked, people offered a variety of
answers–prayer, family or friends,
reading the Bible, having children-but
church did not even crack the top—10
list.
   Although church involvement was
once a cornerstone of American life,
U.S. adults today are evenly divided on
the importance of attending church.
While half (49%) say it is "somewhat"
or "very" important, the other 51% say it
is "not too" or "not at all" important. The
divide between the religiously active and
those resistant to churchgoing impacts
American culture, morality, politics, and
religion. 
   Looking to future generations does not
paint an optimistic picture for the
importance of churchgoing. Millennials
(those 30 and under) stand out as least
likely to value church attendance; only
two in 10 believe it is important. And
more than one-third of Millennial young
adults (35%) take an anti-church stance.
In contrast, Elders (those over 68) are
the most likely (40%) to view church
attendance as "very" important,
compared to one-quarter (24%) who
deem it "not at all" important. Boomers
(ages 49-67) and Gen Xers (ages 30-48)
fall in the middle of these polar
opposites. Meanwhile the debate rages
about what will happen to Millennials as
they get older. Will they return to church
attendance later in life? They are starting
at a lower baseline for church
participation and commitment than
previous generations of young adults.
    This research by Barna Group
surveyed 4,495 adults. Generations:
Millennials are the generation born
between 1984 through 2002; Busters (or
Gen-Xers) between 1965 and 1983;
Boomers between 1946 and 1964; and
Elders1945 or earlier.
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• Deadline for the June Newsletter is May 20.

“Serving in Christ’s Love and Sharing the Good News” 

Trinity Lutheran Church—Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 1314 East Lexington Blvd, Eau Claire WI 54701  

Phone: (715) 832.6601 •  Fax: (715) 832.6700 • Web Page: trinity-ec.org 

Ministers

People of Trinity

  

Congregational President

Herschel Day

   

Pastors

Kurt M. Jacobson kurt@trinity-ec.org   

715.832.9726

  

Jim Page jim@trinity-ec.org

715.834.7092

Sarah Semmler Smith sarah@trinity-ec.org

715.827.1230

Brahm Semmler Smith brahm@trinity-ec.or

715.827.1220

Noah's Ark Pre-School 

Jeanne Cooper, Director noahsark@trinity-ec.org

Ginny Lien ginny@trinity-ec.org 

Jill Kasmarek jkasmarek@att.net 

Marlee Knickerbocker jknick6054@aol.com 

 Children’s Ministry Leadership Team

Kristy Casto kristy@trinity-ec.org

Children’s Ministry Director

Julie Lutteke julie@trinity-ec.org

Day Camp Coordinator

Alicia Strozinsky alicia@trinity-ec.org

Children’s Ministry Assistant

Youth Ministry Leadership Team

Lisa Goetz lisa@trinity-ec.org

Youth Ministry Assistant 

Anne Josephson anne@trinity-ec.org

Club 78 Coordinator

Cassie Brenden cassie@trinity-ec.org

Club 9 Coordinator

Health Ministry Team

Marti Hofer R.N. marti@trinity-ec.org

Parish Nurse   

Pat Garber pat@trinity-ec.org

Visitation Ministry Director

Worship & Music Ministry 

Shirley Sands shirley@trinity-ec.org

Worship & Music Director

Gary Rambo—Trinity Choir

  Ryan Poquette—Trinity Tollers

Kris & Brian Pressler—Worship Music Leaders

Drew Brandenburg—CrossWord Youth Band 

Jeanne Cooper—God's Little Singers

 Corrine Gransee Paral—Children's Choir

Building & Grounds Team

Don Peterson

Matt Skoug

Ministry Support 

Gail Brian gail@trinity-ec.org

Financial Ministry Assistant

 

Amber Moltzau amber@trinity-ec.org

Office Administrator

 

Heather Day heatherd@trinity-ec.org

Web Coordinator/Ministry Assistant

  

Cindy S. Beck cindy@trinity-ec.org

IT/Ministry Assistant

Sharry Hebert sharry@trinity-ec.org

Food Pantry Coordinator

World Missions

Maranatha Church in Kingston, Jamaica

Blantyre Lutheran Parish in Malawi, Africa 

Jacqueline & Patrick Bencke, Japan

 Seminary Student

Jamie Brieske—Luther Seminary 

mailto:brahm@trinity-ec.org

	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

