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End of the Year
All-Church Picnic
Earlier this year, we celebrated
the beginning of our program year
with a Rally Sunday Pancake
Breakfast. As we now end our
program year and shift into our
summer programs and new
worship schedule, let's bookend
our experience with a church
picnic! Join us on Sunday, May 15,
following the second worship
service. A picnic lunch, backyard
games, and a cake walk will be
available beginning at 10:30 A.M.
Volunteers are needed to help with
setting up, serving food, and
making/donating cakes for the cake
walk (20–25 desired). If you are
willing to help, please sign up at Clipboard Central in the lobby or contact
Heather Day (heatherd@trinity-ec.org).We are looking forward to this time
of fun and fellowship!

Summer Worship Schedule
and Praise in the Park
This summer we will shift our worship opportunities. We will have our
traditional worship service at 8:15 A.M. in the Worship Center, but will
move our second worship service offsite for Praise in the Park! Five ELCA
churches in Eau Claire come together to lead outdoor worship and music
every Sunday morning during the summer at Phoenix Park at 10:00 A.M. If
there is unfavorable weather forecasted, we will move across the river to the
Brewing Projekt. Bring your coffee, blankets, and chairs for this enjoyable
time of fellowship!

Prayer Ministry
You may make prayer requests for the Prayer Link by calling Jan Otterholt
at 715.559.2772, Suzanne Brinkmeyer at 715.833.2381, or Suzanne Becker
at 715.577.0428.

Serve On Sundays!
•

Communion: We always need communion
servers and volunteers to help prepare the
elements on the first and third Sundays of
each month. Sign-up online or email Dr.
Frank Watkins at frank@trinity-ec.org.
• Coffee Servers: Coffee is back! Sign-up to
help behind the counter on Sunday
mornings! Sign-up online or call Sarah
Pedersen at 715.456.1541.
• Readers: We invite you to read the
scripture at 8:15 A.M. or 9:45 A.M. Sunday
morning worship services. Sign-up online
or call the church office at 715.832.6601.
To sign up online, go to trinity-ec.org and
click on the blue "Register Here" button.

Save the Date!
The Women’s Retreat at Luther Park Bible
Camp in Chetek this summer is June 8 and 9!
Come and listen to Sally Ankerfelt, a former
ELCA pastor and an adoption coach! The
discussion will be “All in the Modern Family.”
Learn, laugh, and love as we explore Christ's
framework for creating a healthy space for
families. The cost is $75 for both days; $40 for
one day. The early bird rate is available until
May 15. Registration forms will be available
on the Women’s Ministries bulletin board. Ask
questions or request a form by emailing Jacki
Johnson at jackij7@gmail.com or call Phyllis
Grohn at 715.836.7055.
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From Pastor Tom,
Summer is right around the
corner with family vacations, busy
activity schedules, lake time, and
so much more. If you are like me,
you are searching for any blank
space on your calendar! Summer
is a great time to try a new
spiritual practice or get outside of
your comfort zone and worship in
new ways. Take a look at this list
and try some or come up with your
own!
i Devotions. Many people begin
their day with a short reading
from a book of devotions or
from an automated email. They are a simple way to ground yourself
during your day in scripture and some food for thought. Often it takes no
longer than five minutes, so why not try it out? At church we have two
quarterly publications available, "Christ in our Home" and “Sundays and
Seasons,” but I might also suggest subscribing to "God Pause" from
Luther Seminary via your email account.
i Worship at another congregation or at Praise in the Park. Many of
you will take family vacations outside of the area, so this is a perfect
time to see how other congregations worship! If you are looking for
other ELCA churches in a new town, check out the ELCA's website to
locate other congregations. If you are staying in Eau Claire, worship with
multiple ELCA congregations (including Trinity) down at Phoenix Park
on Sundays at 10:00 A.M.
i Pray. Seems pretty easy, doesn't it? Yet, I think many of us do not use
this spiritual practice outside of asking for things or asking for help. Try
and pray to God for things you are grateful for or things that make you
happy. Still don't feel confident? Start by praying the Lord's Prayer every
day and see how you grow in your ability to pray.
i Read the Bible. Ok, I know what you may be thinking, "That's a lot of
reading, and it can be quite boring!" Here is what I suggest: read and
memorize a verse a day from the book of Psalms and see how that verse
makes you more aware of God's activity in the world. I did this for two
weeks once and was very surprised!
Enjoy the weather!
Pastor Tom

Circle Meetings
•
•

Miriam • Wednesday, May 18, 9:30 A.M. Trinity
Ruth • Tuesday, May 17, 1:30 P.M. Trinity

Received March 2022
Memorials & Gifts
Library
• In honor of the Library Committee: Lori
Juneau
• In memory of Doug Smith: Joan Smith
• In memory of Katie Nixdorf: Joan Smith
• In memory of Dick Cable: Barbara Lee
Endowment Trust/Dick & Marlene Cable
Family Fund
• In memory of Dick Cable: Marjorie
Oleson, Warren Wangen & Karen
Metzgar, Barb Tischer
Youth Ministry
• In memory of Jack & Carol Bartingale:
Brenda Bartingale Young and Steve
Bartingale
Memorial
• In memory of Dick Cable: M.A. & Diane
Folstad, David & Gloria Weiss, Char
Finseth
• In memory of Richard Wendt: Mark &
Cynthia Seyer
Food Pantry
• In memory of Katie Nixdorf: Ron &
Marilyn Thompson
• In memory of Dick Cable: Robert & Sarah
Blockus
Chole Richie Memorial
• In memory of John Richie: Bill & Cheryl
Hutchinson
Children’s Choirs
• In memory of Katie Nixdorf: Bob & Mary
Schoenknecht
Noah’s Ark Preschool
• In memory of Kathy Schremp: Bob &
Mary Schoenknecht
Endowment Trust
• In memory of Lamoine Stone: Barbara
Tischer
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CARE & CONCERN
Senior Activities
Attention ALL Seniors . . . here is a list of upcoming activities for those
of us of a “certain” age!
• The Friendship Group • Wednesday, May 11, at 10:00 A.M. in the
Fireside Room. • After two plus years of not meeting because of
Covid-19, this group is back and enthusiastic about a revitalized future.
This first meeting will be a social gathering to get reacquainted and
catch up on what has been going on in our lives. Brunch will include egg
bake, fruit, muffins, and beverage. Everyone is welcome . . . couples and
singles. Please bring your ideas for interesting activities for the rest of
2022, i.e. speakers, Pablo Center programs, CV Museum, lunch/dinner
out, arts/crafts, etc. Hope to see you there!
• Spring Fling for Trinity Seniors • Thursday, May 19, at 12:00 P.M. in the
Trinity Room • It's time for another Senior Luncheon. The last gathering
was in August, and everyone had a delightful time. With Covid-19 on
the decline right now, we need to take advantage of this. The menu is an
Italian buffet of lasagna, baked ziti, veggie lasagna (none too spicy and
homemade), salad, bread sticks, and dessert. We hope to have Diana
from the Chippewa Valley Museum speak on the history of Eau Claire.
It is Eau Claire's 150th anniversary. A free will offering will be accepted,
but there is also funding from Thrivent, so we want everyone to attend.
Sign-up is at Clipboard Central or call the church office at 715.832.6601
ext 214.
• Intergenerational Vacation Bible School • July 18-21 • 6:00 P.M.–7:30
P.M. • Optional Picnic Dinner 5:00 P.M.–6:00 P.M. We'll gather, learn,
play, and enjoy fellowship together. Activities are designed for
participation by children, youth, and adults so that everyone is welcome
on the journey. Pre-registration is required via Trinity’s website.

Senior American Day
Academy for Lifelong Learners (formerly known as Senior American Day)
This event returns to in-person learning on June 7 at the UW-EC campus.
Don't miss out on this great opportunity to learn about a wide range of
topics. Dr. Zorba Pasteur is the guest speaker. He is a Family Practice
physician who has a program on Wisconsin Public Radio every weekend.
Google UW-EC lifelong learning to register.

Friends of Flynn
Recently Flynn Elementary requested sweat/athletic pants to use at school
for students who get wet playing outside. We are asking for donations for
both boys and girls; new or gently used sweat/athletic pants sizes 6, 7, and
8. Thrift sale shopping is a great opportunity to find these items. You can
drop them off at church, Door One, with Vicki Dueringer's name on them.
Thank you for helping!

Thank you
Thank you from Mary Hanson, Interim
Partnership Coordinator:
Dear Friends of Flynn,
Thank you for the donations of snacks for
our Kindergarten–Grade 2 students. Our
teachers appreciate this for students who may
forget or are not able to bring their own snacks.
I am glad to have been able to work with you
over these last few months.
Peace to you, Mary Hanson

Caregiver Ministry Update
The Caregiver Committee met at the end of
March to discuss what Trinity can offer for
support to the caregivers of our congregation.
We decided on some actions that we can put
into place in the near future. More details to
come. Our biggest challenge right now is
getting names of those who are caring for a
spouse, parent, sibling, special needs child, etc.
The situation can be short-term or long-term.
Please email vickid@trinity-ec.org or call
715.832.6601 ext. 214 if you know someone
who is a Caregiver.
"Blessed are the caregivers for they also will
be given care." This certainly could have been
added as another beatitude.
Caregivers are some of the most undervalued
people that we encounter. Churches should be
good places were caregivers can find friends
who support them, members who pray for
them, and compassionate people who love
them. A good congregation knows who the
caregivers are in their church and offers them
support, respite, and sincere affection and
encouragement to sustain them.
Here is a prayer for you, the caregiver: Lord
Jesus, today we pray for the caregivers in our
Trinity family who sometimes feel isolated and
forgotten, overwhelmed and anxious. Bless
them, encourage them, strengthen them, and
give them peace in the midst of their burdens
and pressure. Keep them close to Your heart
and enable us to give care to them when they
need it most and expect it the least. In Jesus
name we pray, Amen.

4

LIBRARY
Trinity Book Club
The book club meets on Tuesday,
May 17, at 5:30 P.M. at the home of
Pat Mertens, 640 Foxmoor Lane,
Eau Claire, to discuss Five Days
Gone by Laura Cumming. In the fall
of 1929, when Laura Cumming’s
mother was three years old, she was
kidnapped from a beach on the
Lincolnshire coast of England. There
were no screams when she was
taken, suggesting the culprit was
someone familiar to her, and when
she turned up again in a nearby
village several days later, she was
found in perfect health and happiness. No one was ever accused of a crime.
The incident quickly faded from her memory, and her parents never
discussed it. To the contrary, they deliberately hid it from her, and she did
not learn of it for half a century.
We will begin with a potluck supper. Please R.S.V.P. to the church office
by calling 715.832.6601, by signing up at Clipboard Central, or by emailing
Cindy Beck at cindy@trinity-ec.org

Your Church Library
Swing by the Trinity library and explore the shelves this May!
FICTION
• The Orphan Sisters by Shirley Dickson. Amid the heartbreak of World
War II two sisters, who were abandoned by their mother at an
orphanage, have only each other as they take on an unforgettable
journey of self-discovery. (FIC DIC)
• Carnegie's Maid by Marie Benedict. With captivating insight and heart,
Carnegie's Maid tells the story of one brilliant woman who may have
spurred Andre Carnegie's transformation from ruthless industrialist into
the world's first true philanthropist. (FIC BEN)
• The Mystery of Mrs. Christie by Marie Benedict. This stunning story is
about one of the most notorious events in literary history: Agatha
Christie's mysterious 11-day disappearance in 1926. It's possible that
author Marie Benedict has brought to life a plausible explanation for
why Christie disappeared. (FIC BEN)
• Send For Me by Lauren Fox. This work of historical fiction moves
between Germany on the eve of World War II and present day
Wisconsin, unspooling a thread of love, longing, and the ceaseless push
and pull of family. (FIC FOX)

YOUTH
• Fly Guy Presents: Scary Creatures! by
Tedd Arnold. Join Buzz and Fly Guy as
they learn about some of the creepiest and
most amazing animals to ever inhabit the
earth! This is five books in one. (++
591.51 ARN)
• Front Desk by Kelly Yang. This story
takes place at a motel in Anaheim,
California during the 1990s and is
narrated in first-person by Mia Yang, a
one-year-old Chinese immigrant. Front
Desk details the family's first year
managing the hotel including little daily
occurrences, diversity issues, and the
building of community at the motel. (+
FIC YAN)
• Three Keys by Kelly Yang. This story of
Mia and her family and friends at the
Calivista Motel continues in this powerful,
hilarious, and resonant sequel to the
award-winning novel Front Desk. (+ FIC
YAN)

Book Recommendation
—from Ann Nelson, Trinity Library
Committee Member
Author Anne Perry has written three new
novels about a young woman who works for
Britain's M16 during the years between World
War I and World War II. They are easily read,
suspenseful, and full of historical information.
Titles include Death in Focus, A Question of
Betrayal, and A Darker Reality. All three
books are available in Trinity's library.

A Reason to Love Reading
Reading challenges your perspective. When
you experience life through the eyes of
another, you encounter diverse angles on life’s
most common situations. Talented authors will
naturally inspire empathy for their characters,
and empathizing with viewpoints different
from your own can feel uncomfortable . . .
extremely uncomfortable. While reading
doesn’t mean that you’ll agree with different
perspectives, it does offer you the opportunity
to understand them.
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CHILDREN,
YOUTH & FAMILY

Noah's Ark 2022–2023
Registration continues for fall classes at
Noah's Ark Preschool. Please contact Marlee
Knickerbocker, Noah's Ark Preschool Director,
at 715.832.6601 ext 205 or
marlee@trinity-ec.org for more information.

Noah's Ark Preschool
Mother's Day
Flower Pick-Up
Noah’s Ark & ECE News
As we enter the last weeks of our school year, we pray that we have shared
God's love with every child who has come through our doors. We pray that
children have had fun, learned new things, and found joy in our time
together. We pray that the children have met new friends and teachers to
love. We pray that these children will go out into the world to be God's
peacemakers with kindness, words to talk over ideas and problems, ears for
listening to one another, and love to share. What a blessing to have gotten
to know them and share our time together!
As we wrap up this year, we look to the next school year when we will
welcome both new and returning children. We will begin a call-in
registration for our Fall Early Childhood Enrichment classes on Tuesday,
May 17, at 8:00 A.M. We continue to enroll children in classes at Noah's Ark
Preschool for the 2022–2023 school year. Contact Marlee Knickerbocker at
marlee@trinity-ec.org for more information about either program.
Thank you for the many ways you have supported our programming this
year including your orders of chicken and/or flowers, meals purchased at
Chipotle, monetary gifts, and especially for your prayers!
In Peace
Marlee Knickbocker
Noah’s Ark Preschool Director, ECE Coordinator

Early Childhood Enrichment
Class Fall Registration
Registration for Fall, 2022 Early Childhood Enrichment Classes including
Come and Play (for children with birthdates between 9.1.2019–5.31.2020)
and Music and Movement (a parent child class for children with birthdates
between 9.1.2019 and 5.31.2021) will open on Tuesday, May 17, at 8:00
A.M. Watch for more information on our website and brochures. Contact
Marlee Knickerbocker at 715.832.6601 ext 205 or marlee@trinity-ec.org for
more information.

Thank you for supporting Noah's Ark with
your flower orders. If you placed an order,
please pick up your flowers in the Trinity
Room on Thursday, May 5, between 3:30
P.M.–6:00 P.M. If there are a variety of
flowers/colors, you will be able to choose your
flowers on a first come first serve basis.
Preschool Committee members will be
available to help verify your order and
transport them to your vehicle.

Service Opportunity at
the Eau Claire Marathon
On Sunday, May 1, we will offer a service
opportunity to all Trinity children, youth, and
families. There will be no regular faith
formation class at Trinity on May 1. Instead,
Trinity will sponsor a Cheer Station at mile 26
of the Eau Claire Marathon. Children and their
families can bring their noisemakers, posters,
smiles, and voices as we share God's love by
encouraging weary runners at the corner of W
Grand Avenue and First Avenue from 9:00
A.M.–10:00 A.M. Families of all shapes and
sizes are encouraged to join us!

Moving Up Milestone
& Graduation
Recognition Sunday
On Sunday, May 15, we will celebrate a
milestone in the faith life of our fifth graders as
they move up from elementary school to
middle school and begin to participate in
Trinity's Youth Ministry. There will be a
recognition of this milestone during each
worship service that day. Then at the 9:45
A.M. worship service, join our graduating
seniors as we help them celebrate this
wonderful time in their lives.
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Holy Communion
The following children attended
Communion Instruction on April 6 and
participated in Holy Communion on
Maundy Thursday: Fisher Adamson,
Jordan Boon, Kessler Burdt, Ava
Fibeger, Teddy Glass, Ashton
Griepentrog, Garrett Gunderson,
Phoenix Hansen, Aiden Hanson, Joel
Hensley, Julia Hofer, Jackson Indrebo,
Cayden Johnson, Cooper Johnson, Elise
Kanz, Jackson Krall, Mason Krall, Sadie Monson, Tristan Nilsen, Michael
Ranek, Weston Schley, Evelyn Sisco, Ava Thorsness

Affirmation of Baptism
Join Tiege Anderson, Molly Jo Avery, Jaxon
Batz, Lindsay Berg, Ava Berger, Kendra
Betley, Conner Blade, Jack Cooper, Mary
Fedie, Kayla Fridlund, Claire Gruna, Madeline
Halverson, Addison Kelly, Payton Laleman,
Ariana Loasching, Adrian Mohr, Miah Nelson,
Taylor Presler, Megan Proudlock, William
Rouse, Gabriel Secker, Charles Strayer, Mason
Tomesh, and Jack Wright on Sunday, May 8,
as they affirm their baptism. We celebrate and
rejoice with them!

Faith Formation Classes
The last day of faith formation classes for the 2021–2022 school year will
be Wednesday, May 11, and Sunday, May 15.

Confirmation Schedule
for the Remainder of the Year
•
•
•
•
•

Sunday, May 1 • Affirmation of Baptism Banquet at 3:00 P.M. for those
who will be getting Confirmed on Sunday, May 8
Wednesday, May 4 • Middle School Confirmation Class from 6:35
P.M.–7:30 P.M.
Sunday, May 8 • Affirmation of Baptism Sunday at the 9:45 A.M.
worship service
Wednesday, May 11 • Middle and High School Confirmation Year-end
Party at Wagners!
Sunday, May 15 • Senior Graduation Recognition at the 9:45 A.M.
worship service

The Youth Ministry Team Thanks You
We would like to say a very special thank you to all the volunteers who
made our 2021–2022 school year a huge success. We couldn't have done
this year without you!
• Thank you projectionists and sound booth operators. Our services could
not run without your attention and presence every Wednesday. A special
thank you to Kirk Myhre for recording our Wednesday night
Confirmation Classes.
• Thank you to all members of CrossWord, Frank Watkins, and Andy
Hofer. Your musical talents are outstanding! Your leadership and
dedication are a driving force for every worship experience.
• Thank you to our fabulous Group Guides: Brent Amble, Jen Birkholz,
Kayla Deutscher, Nicole DiLorenzo, Jon Fibeger, Holly Hassemer,
Kristan Motszko, Kim Peterson, Melissa Scarseth, and Justin & Jacque
Strayer.

CYF this
Summer
Summer 2022
All people are invited to participate in
Trinity's summer programming. All programs
(except Playground Playtimes) require
pre-registration. To register for programs, go to
Trinity's website (www.trinity-ec.org) and
click on the blue Register Here button. All
grade levels are based on grade completed in
2021–2022.

Camp Come and Play
•

Session One • June 13–15 • 9:15
A.M.–11:15 A.M.
• Session Two • July 11–13 • 9:15
A.M.–11:15 A.M.
Children who turn three between 9.1.2021
and 8.31.2022 will have an opportunity to play
with other children their age in a safe, caring
environment. Children can register for one or
both sessions. Cost is $30 per session.
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Playground Playtime
Thursdays • June 16–August 11 • 10:00 A.M.–11:00 A.M.
Invite your friends and enjoy Trinity's fenced-in playground area together!
The playground has a sandy surface, so there is plenty of opportunity for
digging as well as exploring the playground equipment. This playground is
best for ages six and under, but older siblings are also welcome. Trinity staff
will provide a different activity each week (painting supplies, water play,
etc.). No registration is needed! Caregivers must stay with and supervise
children at all times.

Wacky Wednesdays
Drop the kids off for fun and games in Trinity's backyard! We'll play water
games, messy games, active games, silly games, and who knows what else!
Suggested donation: $5–10 per child.
• Ages 3½–5 (must be four by 9.1.2022) from 10:00 A.M.–11:00 A.M.;
June 15 and July 13
• Kindergarten–Grade 2 from 6:30 P.M.–7:30 P.M.; June 15, 29, July 13
• Grades 3 –5 from 6:30 P.M.–7:30 P.M.; June 22, July 6, 27

Intergenerational Vacation Bible School
All Ages • July 18–21 • 6:00 P.M.–7:30 P.M. •
Optional Picnic Dinner 5:00 P.M.–6:00 P.M.
All ages are invited to Trinity's newest holy
experiment: Intergenerational Vacation Bible
School! We'll gather, learn, play, and enjoy
fellowship together. Activities are designed for
participation by children, youth, and adults so
that everyone is welcome on the journey. All
children must be accompanied by an adult at
VBS.
Bring the whole family to Vacation Bible
School! Intergenerational VBS will combine
much-loved traditions from past summers with
many new activities. There is no cost to register
for Vacation Bible School, but a donation of
$5–10 per person is suggested to help cover the
cost of food and supplies. Pre-registration is
required via Trinity's website. Nursery care will
be provided for ages two and under.

Why have an Intergenerational VBS?
Many summer programs have traditionally focused on one generation
being the focus of faith formation events. Children go to VBS, families with
children may go to family camp, youth serve on a mission trip, adults
participate in a book study. Intergenerational ministry brings all the
generations together to learn, build relationships, and grow in faith together.
Intergenerational VBS provides a way to explore this way of being the body
of Christ together.

Summer Stretch 2022
Summer Stretchers GATHER together to
learn from the Bible and one another, SERVE
our community with our time and presence,
and PLAY together through activities and fun.
Summer Stretch gives youth who have
completed grades 6, 7, or 8 a safe, healthy
place to belong where they can contribute to
the community and socialize with their peers.
Summer Stretch will meet on June 15 and 16
and July 20 and 21 from 9:00 A.M.–3:00 P.M.
The cost is $75. Register online at:
https://tinyurl.com/2p88mn5w

Rebound 2022
Trinity youth, who have completed 8th –12th
grade, will attend REBOUND July 25–27 in
River Falls. This event, a tri-synod high school
youth gathering this summer, replaces the
cancelled 2022 Youth Gathering. We will
encounter God and one another in new ways
through creative ministry, challenging
conversation, inspiring guest speakers, service
learning, and uplifting worship. The cost is
$275. Please email Ashley Olson at
ashley@trinity-ec.org ASAP if you would like
to attend this event!

Luther Park Bible Camp
Trinity will be at Luther Park Bible Camp
this summer, and children/youth currently in
grades 1–11 are invited to join us for an
awesome week at camp!
• Children in Kindergarten–Grade Three are
encouraged to attend Day Camp Week
Two, June 19–24.
• Children/youth who have completed
grades 1–11 will be Week Three, June
26–July 1.
If these weeks do not work for your family,
please choose a week that works for you!
Luther Park is a place that changes lives, and
you don't want your youth to miss out on this
amazing opportunity. Learn more about Luther
Park Summer Camps at www.lutherpark.org.
Scholarships are available to Trinity children
and youth. Email
Heather Day
(heatherd@trinity-ec.org) or Ashley Olson
(ashley@trinity-ec.org) for more information!

“Serving in Christ’s Love and Sharing the Good News”
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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