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ADVENT SERIES
 

The Wise Women
   During Advent, we hear Gabriel's startling announcement to Mary and her
resounding song of praise. Mary's Song, known as the Magnificat, echoes
through the ages, reminding us of the greatness,  justice, and promises of
God. 

• Week One: Nothing Will be Impossible with God

• Week Two: My Soul Magnifies the Lord

• Week Three: According to the Promise

• Week Four: Trinity Choir Cantata 

Educational 

• Text Study, Thursday morning at 8:00 A.M., Room 208

• Advent Reflections on Saturday mornings; December 3, 10, and 17; at
9:30 A.M. in the Fireside Room

• One page Bible Study sheets available in
the lobby and online at trinity-ec.org

Worship 

Livestream/In person 

• Sundays at  8:15 A.M. & 9:45 A.M.

• Wednesdays at 6:00 P.M. with Soup
Supper available at 5:00 P.M. (November
30, December 7 and 14) in the Trinity
Room. Come and join us!

Christmas
Worship Schedule

Trinity offers in-person and live-streaming 
worship on Christmas Eve. 

• 11:00 A.M. Christmas Eve Worship with
Communion and Children's Choirs.
Prelude begins at 10:30 A.M.  

• 4:00 P.M. Christmas Eve Worship with
Communion and the Praise Team.

• 8:00 P.M. Christmas Eve Worship with
Communion, Organ, Brass Ensemble, and
Trinity Choir. Prelude begins at 7:30 P.M.

Sunday, Christmas Day

• 9:45 A.M. ONLY Lessons & Carols

Faith Lights & Poinsettias
   This Christmas, you are invited to honor and
memorialize relatives and special friends by
contributing to the Endowment Trust Faith
Lights and/or the display of large poinsettias.
The Faith Lights and poinsettias will adorn
Trinity this season. Faith Light orders and
poinsettia orders will be received through
December 11. Please include your payment
with the completed form and place in the
offering plate or bring to the church office.
Forms are available for both in the church
office and lobby. All gifts will be
acknowledged in the January Newsletter.

Friendship Group
 The Friendship Group will meet on
Wednesday, December 14 at 10:00 A.M. in the
Fireside Room. We'll enjoy snacks, Christmas
games, and making an ornament. It’s a great
time to socialize and have fun! 
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Free Firewood 
   Large pieces of cut wood, assorted
piles of wood, and a downed large oak
tree are available in the Trinity woods
west of the parking lot. The area has
been cleared, and access to the area is
west of the parking lot and along
Clairemont Avenue along the sidewalk.
The wood is dry and good for use in the
fireplace or wood burning stove. If
interested and you need more
information, please contact Gary
Rambo at 715.832.4429 or Pat Mertens at 715.514.2067.

Trinity Lutheran Inclement Weather Policy
   During the winter, there are times when we will need to cancel our
children's and youth programs due to inclement weather. It is our policy to
close if Eau Claire public schools are closed. Please check Trinity's
Facebook page or call the church office if you are unsure. 

December Circle Meetings
• Deborah • Tuesday, December 20, 9:30 A.M. Oakwood Hills Senior

Apartments
• Martha/Mary • Tuesday, December 13, 9:30 A.M. Trinity
• Miriam • Wednesday, December 21, 9:30 A.M Trinity 
• Ruth • Tuesday, December 20, 1:30 P.M. Trinity

Christmas Wreath Pick-up
   Please remember to pick-up your Christmas Wreaths and Door Swags in
the lobby on Wednesday, November 30, between 5:00 P.M.–6:00 P.M. or on
Sunday, December 4, from 9:00 A.M.–10:30 A.M. 

Are You a Snow Bird?
   If you're moving or heading south for the winter, Trinity can change your
address. Let us know when you're leaving and how long you'll be away, and
we'll be sure to get Trinity mail to you in a timely fashion. Whenever you
change address, please let Trinity know! Please contact Amber Moltzau at
amber@trinity-ec.org or by phone at 715.832.6601 ext 203.

Winter Parking Etiquette
   As winter continues, parking around Trinity is affected by snowbanks.
When you are parking on the residential streets, please be careful to park
four feet away from neighbors' driveways. Periodically neighbors call
Trinity with concerns about vehicles restricting visibility and driveway
access. Please be kind and park appropriately.

Memorials & Gifts

Food Pantry
• In memory of Phyllis Burrows: Michael &

Nancy Ford, Barbara Cizek 
• In memory of Stan Hillestad: Carla Brandrup,

Bob & Mary Schoenknecht
• In memory of Joan Gibson: David & Jeanette

Suchla 
• In memory of Don Leifheit: David & Jeanette

Suchla
• In memory of Joyce Davis: Steve & Anne

Josephson, Robert & Karen Bullock, Lori
Juneau, Jim & Connie Beck Bill & Lynn
Gautsche, Phyllis Grohn

Endowment Trust
• In memory of Phyllis Burrows: Family &

Friends, Char Finseth, Erik & Ellen Dovre 
• In memory of Stan Hillestad: Susan Schaefer

Library
• In memory of Barb Johnson: Mark & Suzanne

Becker, Bob & Mary Schoenknecht, Miriam
Circle, Ann Felton 

• In memory of Phyllis Burrows: Bob & Mary
Schoenknecht

• In memory of Joyce Davis: Bob & Mary
Schoenknecht, Deborah Circle, Norb & Helen
Wurtzel 

• In memory of Lorraine Schaefer: Bob & Mary
Schoenknecht, John & Jackie Krumenauer,
Darryl & Deb Schaefer 

Children’s Bibles
• In memory of Samuel & Matthew: Mary Ann

Friederich
• In memory of Joyce Davis: John & Nancee

Burbank

Memorials
• In memory of Paul Twesme: John & Judith

Twesme
• In memory of Stan Hillestad: Todd & Peggy

Munden, Violet Miland, Audrey Simonson,
Tim Kalien 

Scholarship Singers
• In memory of Joyce Davis: Gary & Mary

Rambo
• In memory of Lorraine Schaefer: Gary & Mary

Rambo

Quilters
C In memory of Lorraine Schaefer: Orville &

Shirley Anderson
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 CHURCH LIBRARY
New to the Library
Fiction
• Miss Benson's Beetle by Rachel Joyce. From the bestselling author of

The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry comes this uplifting irresistible
novel about two women on a life-changing adventure where they must
risk everything, break all the rules, and discover their best
selves—together. (FIC JOY)

• A Woman Is No Man by Etaf Rum. This debut novel is a story of culture
and honor, secrets and betrayals, love and violence. It is an intimate
glimpse into a controlling and closed cultural world, and a universal tale
about family and the ways silence and shame can destroy those we have
sworn to protect. (FIC RUM)

• Sainted In Error by Glenda Winders. Not a murder mystery in the usual
sense, and spanning time and space, Sainted in Error delves into the
tenacity of friendship and the damage that the stigma still attached to
mental illness can do. (FIC WIN)

• A Dog's Courage by W. Bruce Cameron. This sequel to A Dog's Way
Home is more than a fast-paced adventure and more than a devoted dog's
struggle to survive. It's a story asking the reader to believe in our dogs
as much as they believe in us. (FIC CAM)

Nonfiction
• The Underground Railroad: A Selection of Authentic Narratives by

William Still. First published in 1872, William Still's collection of
accounts and letters is a powerful testament to the trials and tribulations
of fugitive slaves who used the Underground Railroad, a secret network
that enabled them to escape from bondage. A "conductor" for the
railroad, Still was the son of a fugitive slave himself and a campaigner
for social reform. (900 STI)

Youth Fiction
• Talking To Alaska by Anna Woltz.

A powerful story of two unlikely
friends brought together by the
love of a dog. (+ FIC WOL)

• Island of Spies by Sheila Turnage.
Inspired by the real-life U-boat
torpedo attacks off the shores of
North Carolina, Island of Spies is
a tender and funny depiction of
family and friendships and a
s w e e p i n g  my s t e r y  w i t h
larger-than-life heroes. (+ FIC
TUR)

Picture Books
• One Plastic Bag by Miranda Paul. This is 

the true story of how five African women
began a movement and creatively dealt
with their village's plastic trash problem.
(++ 363.7 PAU)

• Zonia's Rain Forest by Juana
Martinez-Neal. This is a heartfelt, visually
stunning picture book that illuminates a
young girl's day of play and adventure in
the lush rain forest of Peru. (++ FIC MAR)

• Water Is Water by Miranda Paul. Water Is
Water is a poetic picture book that
explores the different phases of the water
cycle in surprising and engaging ways. (++
551.48 PAU)

• We've Got the Whole World in Our Hands
by Rafael Lopez. The rhythmic verse and
repetitive emphasis on "we" and "our" in
this book encourages inclusive
communities and the celebration of unity
and diverse friendships all around the
world. (++ FIC LOP)

• Lulu the One and Only by Lynnette
Mawhinney. Lulu gets help from her
brother, Zane, to respond to other people's
confusion about her racial identity by
using a "power phrase" to declare who she
is, rather than what. (++ FIC MAW)

• Llama Llama Meets the Babysitter by
Anna Dewdney. This story from the Llama
Llama series will comfort young children
who experience babysitter jitters. (++ FIC

DEW)  
• Not Your Nest by Gideon Sterer.

This is a hilarious and
oh-so-honest story about the joys
of sharing, and sometimes the joys
of not. (++ FIC STE)

• Northbound by Michael S. Bandy
and Eric Stein. On his first train
ride, Michael meets a new friend
from the "whites only" car—but
finds they can hang together for
only part of the trip. This book,
based on the author's life growing
up in the segregated South,
provides a glimpse into the
legalistic intricacies of segregation
law and the way two boys
connected whenever they could.
(++ FIC BAN)



 4

Bilingual Board Books in Spanish and English 
   This is a new project in the Trinity Library! Look for these bilingual
books. They will be on a display with a special label to help identify them.
• La Oruga Muy Hambrienta (The Very Hungry Caterpillar) by Eric

Carle (++ FIC CAR)
• Tren de Carga (Freight Train) by Donald Crews (++ FIC CRE)
• Tu Eres Mi Yo Te Quiero (You Are My I Love You) by Maryann

Cusimano Love. (++ FIC LOV)
• Mis Colores (My Colors) by Rebecca Emberley. (++ FIC EMB)

Book Club
   On Tuesday, December 20, at 6:30 P.M. in room 208, the group will
discuss The Christmas Sisters by Sarah Morgan. In the snowy Highlands of
Scotland, Suzanne McBride is dreaming of the perfect cozy Christmas. Her
three adopted daughters are coming home for the holidays, and she can’t
wait to see them. But tensions are running high. As Suzanne’s dreams of the
perfect McBride Christmas unravel, she must rely on the magic of the season
to bring her daughters together. But will this new togetherness teach the
sisters that their close-knit bond is strong enough to withstand
anything—including a family Christmas? Sign up at Clipboard Central or
email Cindy Beck at cindy@trinity-ec.org if you plan to attend.

CHILDREN, YOUTH,
AND FAMILY

Noah's Ark and ECE Programs
   Advent is upon us! Advent brings the telling of the birth of Jesus through
our Bible stories, Christmas books, songs, finger plays, nativity costume
play, art creations, and more! It is our hope that the children learn the story
and feel the love Jesus brings us at Christmas and always. Our month of
"getting ready" will culminate with our Noah's Ark Preschool
Party/Programs on December 19 and 20 when we share songs and finger
plays to tell the story of the birth of Jesus with our families and friends. Our
last days of the month will be spent celebrating with a birthday party for
Jesus! 
   The Noah's Ark and Early Childhood Enrichment staff wish you a blessed
Advent and Christmas season. May you find the same joy in the anticipation
of Christmas as our young children do!

Registration Information
   Early Childhood Enrichment class registration for the 2022–2023
winter/spring session opens on Thursday, December 1, at 8:00 A.M. You may
call 715.832.6601 at 8:00 A.M. to register your child for the parent/child
Music and Movement class and/or the Come and Play classes. For more
information, contact Marlee Knickerbocker at 715.832.6601 ext. 205 or
marlee@trinity-ec.org.
 

Wreath Fundraiser 
Thank You

    The Trinity Youth thank the congregation
for supporting the Christmas Wreath
Fundraiser. The youth will use the monies
raised to put toward Trinity and ELCA
sponsored events. A tithe from the proceeds
was given to Trinity's Food Pantry. Thank you
again for your support.

8th and 9th Grade
Confirmation Faith Projects
   On December 7, from 6:35 P.M.–7:30 P.M.,
all 8th and 9th grade Confirmation students and
parents will meet in the Trinity Room to learn
about their final Faith Project which will be
completed in preparation for their Affirmation
of Baptism. This class is mandatory so you
know what is expected for this culmination
project. 

No Confirmation Class
   There will be no Confirmation Class on
Wednesdays, December 21 and 28. Have a
wonderful Christmas Break!

Substitute Nursery
Attendant 

   On Sunday mornings, Trinity's nursery is
staffed by an adult nursery attendant who
provides a safe, nurturing, and grace-filled
experience for our youngest children.
Occasionally our regular attendant is absent, so
we are in need of an occasional substitute
nursery attendant 18 years old or over. This is
also a great opportunity for a middle or high
school student to volunteer alongside their
parent. If you are interested in serving as a
substitute nursery attendant from time to time,
contact Heather Day at 715.832.6601 ext 218
or heatherd@trinity-ec.org to be added to our
sub list. Training will be provided. Thank you!
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CARE & CONCERN
Dear Trinity
   Luther Seminary has published a free daily online Advent Devotional for
2022, “ Fling Wide the Door.” I want to share the devotion for November
27. I think many of us can relate to its imagery. 

"When my now-adult daughters come for a visit, I often wait for them by
the front window, watching for their arrival. As the car pulls up, I will go to
the door, open it wide, greet them with a hug and a kiss, help them carry
things into the house, escort them in, and do my best to welcome them home.
I can prepare for and celebrate my daughters' arrivals because I know what
they love, what they expect to see and do, and what they need to be
comfortable. As we enter into this time of Advent, looking forward to and
preparing for the Christmas "visit" of the Christ Child, I invite us to wonder
together what might make Jesus feel welcomed, even as he welcomes us with
a radical grace and love vastly beyond our simple hospitality."

Looking back at November:
• On November 17, we held our last Red Cross blood drive for 2022. At

this writing, we do not have the final data for the year. Thank You to
everyone who donated and who helped with registration during 2022.
We so appreciate everything you do.

• On Sunday,  November 20, a Service of Remembrance and Healing was
held for those who have experienced pregnancy and infant loss. 

   Advent Prayer ...  Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness,
send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas. We who have so
much to do, we who seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day, we who
are anxious over many things look forward to the hope and peace your
coming brings. Amen.
 
Wishing you the blessings of Peace, Hope, Joy, and Love this Christmas. 
Vicki Dueringer, Parish Nurse

Thank You 
   A big THANK YOU to everyone who donated fresh produce to the Food
Pantry this summer and fall! We distributed almost 3,500 pounds of your
homegrown veggies and fruits to our guests. A huge thanks to Jim
Gullicksrud for the apple donations and to Bill and his gardeners at the First
Presbyterian Church on Rudolph Road who delivered nearly three quarters
of the fresh produce we received. Plan on planting a couple extra tomato or
zucchini plants next summer; we will welcome your donations again! 

Collecting Books 
for Flynn Kids  

   The Friends of Flynn Committee believes
that putting books in the hands of children not
only encourages a love of learning but also
increases self-confidence. For many Flynn
families, the purchase of books is a luxury they
cannot afford. As the students leave for
Christmas break we want to provide each one
with a new book to take home and keep. Please
consider purchasing books appropriate for
K–Grade 5 students. We especially need nice,
new picture books for younger kids. There is a
display in the lobby with suggested book titles
that you can take shopping with you.  Bring
your purchased books to the collection bin in
the Trinity lobby.  Financial donations should
be made out to Trinity with a notation of
"Friends of Flynn."

Online Prayer Requests
   You're invited to share prayer requests at
trinity-ec.org by using the “Care and Concern”
tab on the Trinity home page and then pressing
the blue “Request a Prayer” button. These
requests go to our Prayer Link Team, and then
they pray!
   For additional information or if you
appreciate the benefits of prayer and are
willing to pray for those who share requests,
please contact Katie O’Connell at
katie@trinity-ec.org. Care Link Team members
will receive a monthly update of prayers and
some inspiration for your praying. 

mailto:katie@trinity-ec.org.
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
   Trinity has had a Prayer Shawl
Ministry for nine years. Our Prayer
Shawl Ministry has grown out of the
desire to combine the healing power
of prayer with the healing ministry of
human touch. We envision each shawl
extending that "hug" and bringing
comfort and solace when we're not
physically present. Each year several
people knit or crochet shawls of
healing and caring for people in need
of comfort. Our shawls are crafted from a soft and washable yarn. Thank
you to the knitters/crocheters who create these gifts of prayer shawls. This
ministry is not limited only to knitters! If you are willing, you can deliver
shawls to people in need or simply donate to the Prayer Shawl Fund to assist
in purchasing yarn.

Caregiving
The excerpt below was written by Allison Breininger. Allison presented a
workshop at Trinity on how we can show God's love to the caregivers in our
congregation. She is a passionate family caregiver for her husband, a
caregiver advocate, and the founder of The Negative Space, a non-profit
whose goal is to help caregivers feel seen and supported. Learn more about
Allison and services she provides at www.thenegativespace.life.

“Be Present for Your Friends This Holiday Season” by Allison Breininger 
     Life can be hard this time of year. For many, the holiday season feels like
a time of mourning, struggling, or feeling anything but jolly. And in the
midst of feeling the very opposite of cheer and goodwill, we are expected to
attend more social gatherings than in the whole year combined. 
   What can you as a friend/family member do to make these events easier for
the caregivers in your life? As you look at the guest list, what
accommodations could you make to help the gathering be more enjoyable
for them. Examples: Have a quiet space available for your friend who is
chronically ill to rest if needed. Have hand sanitizer available for your
family member who is immune compromised. Check on the latest posts on
your friend's medical condition before the party, so you can start the
conversation with "I'm so glad you're here" instead of "What's the latest."
Call the caregiver and ask what you can do to make the get-together more
relaxing for them. These small gestures will show your friends/family that
you see them, you value their presence, and that you are willing to meet
them where they are. 
   And some people will not attend your gathering at all…and that is okay.
It's not about you or the gathering. You invited them because you love them,
they're family, and you value their friendship. Give your people grace,
space, and love. Realize that not coming may be the exact form of self-care
that you are always telling them they should practice.
   Please read Allison's full article at thenegativespace.life  

The Community Table
Trinity will volunteer at The Community
Table on Wednesday, December 14, to serve
lunch. We need six volunteers to prepare the
meal from 9:00 A.M.–11:30 A.M. and six
volunteers to serve the meal and clean up
from 11:15 A.M.–2:00 P.M. If you are
interested in volunteering, please contact
Phyllis Grohn at 715.836.7055 or sign up at
Clipboard Central.

Blood Pressure Screenings
   Blood pressure screenings are presented to
the Trinity community on the second Sunday
of each month following each worship service,
typically in the church office. They are
provided to increase awareness and knowledge
of prevention, detection, and management of
hypertension (high blood pressure) and are
provided free. Come to the free blood pressure
screenings, and let the church help you monitor
and control your blood pressure.

Attention Communicators!
   Do you enjoy visiting with people? Are you
good at socializing? Do you find it satisfying
to make a connection with someone and have
a meaningful exchange? Then you may be just
the person to volunteer for visiting and
bringing communion to a Trinity member
confined to home or a residential facility. If
interested, contact Pat Garber, Director of
Visitation Ministries, at 715.835.5801 or 
garberpa@uwec.edu for orientation to this role
and pairing with a member/couple who could
benefit from this ministry. 

http://www.thenegativespace.life
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"From Worry to Wonder" 
 A Christmas Message from Bishop Laurie
On June 19, 2020 our granddaughter was born. She was born three months into the pandemic. Her parents were worried. Her
grandparents were worried. It is challenging enough to be pregnant and give birth in the best of times, but to give birth in the
middle of a worldwide pandemic is an even greater worry. We worried about the unknown dangers this virus might present to
the mother, the unborn baby, and the new born baby. Our worries kept us up at night. Our worries were relieved when she was
finally born, perfect in every way. Our worry gave way to wonder-filled joy. Worry transformed to wonder as we looked back
to see how God was holding and carrying them through the unavoidable worry. Our worry transformed to gratitude and wonder
watching for what God would be up to next in her tiny life.

It's December 2022. We prepare to celebrate the birth our Lord Jesus.  This Advent we come with our fears and worries, too. We
are living in the midst of challenging times in our country. The very foundation of our nation seems less stable. We each come
with our own personal set of worries and fears about our families, health, finances, work, safety, the future. What is it that keeps
you up at night? What are you worried about today?

Folks across our church are experiencing doubts and uneasiness about the future of their church. Does it keep you up at night?
What are the threats to your church's future? How can the conversation move from fear and worry to wonder? As the miracle
of Christ's birth is celebrated this season, we can move from worry to wonder. We wonder what God is up to now in this day and
age. Together we wonder what God's will is for the future of our church. Together we wonder; how can we use the abundance
and blessings, (what we do have and opportunities in front of us), to make a difference in Jesus' name.  
   Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel

of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said
to them, "Do not be afraid.  Luke 2:8–10a

Shepherds living in the fields watched over their sheep to keep them safe. There were dangers that kept the shepherds up at night
and plenty of things for the shepherd's to worry about in the cold night like wild animals, predators, thieves, and bad weather.
There was so much to worry about, but one night an angel of the Lord, all shiny and bright appeared and transformed their fears
and worldly worry to divine wonder.  
   To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah the

Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and
on earth peace among those whom he favors!" Luke 2:11–14

Friends, you are precious, beloved, baptized children of God. We know that the antidote
to worry is to trust in God. 

During this Advent, Christmas and Epiphany season, I pray that your worries will be
transformed to wonder at what God is doing and promises to do in your lives and in our
churches. May the miracle of Christ's birth transform your worries to wonder! I am
grateful for your partnership in ministry. 
Peace be with you,



• Please submit all articles for the Tidings electronically in MS Word, Corel WP format, or in the body of an email. Submit to:

cindy@trinity-ec.org 

• All submissions must be your own work. Any copyrighted material (code, images, or otherwise) must include written permission

from the original source.

• Deadline for the January Newsletter is December 15.
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